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Pharmacists  and  Doctors 

PROBLEM  OF  PRESCRIPTION  QUERIES 

>IFFICULTIES  experienced  by  pharmacists  trying  to  contact  doctors 
bout  prescriptions  should  be  taken  up  locally,  says  the  General  Medical 
ervice  Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Association. 
The  committee's  decision  was  taken 


Eter  considering  (Brit.  Med.  J.  supple- 
lent,  June  29)  a  letter  from  the 
'harmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
iritain  which  stated  that  difficulties 
rere  increasing  because  of  the  develop- 
tent  of  group  practices  and  the 
mergency  call  service.  Dr.  R.  B.  L. 
Lidge  suggested  that  the  pharmacist 
tiould  ask  any  doctor  whom  he 
egularly  found  difficulty  in  contacting 
rhat  arrangements  could  be  made  to 
et  in  touch  with  him  if  necessary. 
)r.  J.  K.  M.  Deas  said  that  in  the 
ase  of  a  telephone  answering  service 
le  nurse  on  duty  would  not  give  a 
octor's  telephone  number  to  the 
harmacist,  but  she  could  contact  the 
octor  who  could  then  answer  the 
harmacist's  query. 

harmaceutical  Industry 

OUTPUT  £283  MILLION  IN  1966 

JET  output  of  the  United  Kingdom 
harmaceutical  industry  during  1966 
'as  £283  million  according  to  the 
967-68  annual  report  of  the  Associa- 
on  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
ridustry  published  on  July  1.  It  may 
e  necessary  to  revise  the  figures,  the 
aport  adds,  when  the  Board  of  Trade 
ensus  of  production  (1963)  figures  are 
nblished,  as  industry  is  now  having  to 
ase  its  calculations  on  the  1958 
ensus.  Attention  is  drawn  in  the  report 
3  the  stability  in  prices  that  the 
idustry  was  able  to  maintain.  The 
wholesale  price  index  (1954=100) 
tood  at  103.2  in  the  first  six  months 
I  1967  for  pharmaceutical  products 
/hile  the  index  for  manufactured  pro- 
ucts  as  a  whole  generally  stood  at 
34.4. 

Tropical  Products 

INSTITUTE'S  1967  ACTIVITIES 

V  MOLLUSCICIDE  obtained  from  the 
mit  of  endod  (Phytolaca  dodecandra), 
nay  prove  an  effective  weapon  against 
'llharzia,  says  the  Tropical  Products 
nstitute's  annual  report  for  1967  (H.M. 
Stationery  Office,  price  6s.).  The  Insti- 
iite  is  investigating  its  isolation  and 
^termining  its  structure.  The  work 
howed  that  only  freeze-dried  aqueous 


extracts  showed  significant  activity  ia 
tests.  Attempts  to  isolate  the  pure 
saponins  of  the  endod  fruit  and  of  a 
number  of  other  tropical  plants  are 
being  undertaken  to  determine  their 
molluscicidal  activity.  Interest  in  endod 
began  when  a  scientist  observed  that, 
downstream  from  the  wash-places  in  an 
Ethiopian  river  where  the  people  use 
the  fruit  instead  of  soap,  there  were 
many  dead  snails  (carriers  of  the 
disease).  Further  downstream  and 
immediately  upstream  were  live  snails. 
Also  recorded  in  the  report  is  progress 
towards  establishing  a  lime-oil  industry 
in  the  Gambia,  where  amounts  of  fruit 
far  in  excess  of  the  original  estimates 
were  produced.  A  small-scale  mill 
introduced  in  February  1967  was  found 
to  be  insufficiently  robust,  and  a  full- 
scale  roller  mill  is  to  be  installed. 


Oxygen  Equipment 

SIGNATURE  RULE  MODIFIED 

CHEMISTS  are  no  longer  required, 
where  circumstances  are  "distressing," 
to  obtain  signatures  when  delivering 
oxygen  therapy  equipment  to  patients' 
homes.  A  Ministry  of  Health  circular 
to  Executive  Councils  notifies  agree- 
ment with  the  Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist 
Contractors)  Committee  that  the  con- 
tractor in  such  cases  may  sign  on  be- 
half of  the  patient  adding  ''a  brief 
note  of  the  circumstances."  Form 
EC66a  is  being  revised  to  allow  for 
the  modifications  but  on  existing  forms 
chemists  should  use  the  space  provided 
for  the  patient's  signature. 

Foot-and-mouth  Disease 

PHENOLIC  DISINFECTANTS  CRITICISED 

"APPROVED"  phenolic-type  disinfec- 
tants continued  to  be  widely  used  dur- 
ing the  recent  foot-and-mouth  disease 
epidemic  even  though  it  had  long  been 
known  that  they  had  little  effect  on 
the  foot-and-mouth  virus,  especially 
when  mixed  with  organic  material,  says 
the  British  Veterinary  Association  in 
evidence  to  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 


WORKERS  HONOURED:  When  Liverpool  Drug  No.  1  (Evans  Medical)  branch  of  the  Union 
of  Shop,  Distributive  and  Allied  Workers  held  a  dinner  in  the  staff  dining  hall  of  Evans  Medi- 
cal, Ltd.,  Speke,  Liverpool,  on  June  29,  in  honour  of  thirteen  members  who  were  receiving 
thirty-year  Union  medals  and  certificates,  the  guest  list  was  headed  by  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Allen 
(general  secretary,  U.S.D.A.W.)  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Bide  (chairman  of  Evans  Medical  and  a  director 
of  Glaxo  Group,  Ltd.).  Mr.  Allen  paid  tribute  to  the  excellent  relations  that  had  always  existed 
at  Evans  Medical  between  workpeople  and  management,  and  Mr.  Bide  spoke  of  the  great 
expansion  that  was  taking  place  in  the  firm,  which  underlined  the  Group's  confidence  in  Evans 
Medical.  In  the  picture  Mr.  Allen  is  seen  congratulating  process  worker  Mr.  W.  N.  Pace,  flanked 
by  Messrs.  M.  J.  Smith  (managing  director,  Evans  Medical)  left,  and  A.  E.  Bide,  right,  while 
other  long-service  members  look  on. 
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land's  committee  of  inquiry  into  the 
outbreak.  Four  per  cent,  sodium  car- 
bonate, on  the  other  hand,  was  said  to 
be  "very  effective,"  cheap,  readily 
available  and  comparatively  harmless 
(except  to  metals).  However,  it  is  con- 
cluded that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
use  of  the  phenolics  contributed  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  epidemic.  The 
B.V.A.  evidence  recommends  that  im- 
portation of  carcase  meat  and  offal 
from  countries  where  foot-and-mouth 
disease  exists  should  be  prohibited.  But 
if  it  is  not,  "a  nation-wide  programme 
of  annual  vaccination  should  be 
adopted  as  an  adjunct  to  the  present 
measures  for  repeatedly  eradicating 
the  disease.  The  vaccines,  which  must 
be  inactivated,  should  be  subjected  to 
safety  and  potency  tests  by  the  Animal 
Virus  Research  Institute  (Pirbright)." 

Talcum  Powder  Sales 

CHEMISTS'  DECLINING  SHARE 

TALCUM  powders  are  used  by  94 
per  cent,  of  women,  the  average  cost 
per  pack  being  5s.  Those  were  two  of 
the  findings  of  European  Research 
Consultants,  Ltd.,  125  Pall  Mall,  Lon- 
don, S.W.I,  who  interviewed  2,300 
women  over  the  age  of  sixteen  during 
April  1967.  Of  all  the  packs  acquired 
by  the  interviewed  during  the  previous 
month,  82  per  cent,  were  calculated  to 
have  been  bought  and  18  per  cent, 
were  received  as  presents.  Multiple 
chemists  sold  33  per  cent,  of  all  pur- 
chases, and  independent  chemists  27 
per  cent.  Door-to-door  sales  accounted 
for  over  15  per  cent.  Avon,  Coty  and 
Yardley  in  that  order  were  the  most 
popular  brands.  The  report  finds  the 
demand  for  talcum  powder  continues 
to  increase  but  independent  chemists 
have  lost  considerable  ground,  their 
share  having  dropped  from  50  per 
cent,  in  the  past  three  years. 

Contractors  "Fined"  £25 

THREE  CASES  IN  INNER  LONDON 

OF  five  Pharmaceutical  Service  Com- 
mittee decisions  reported  to  the  Inner 
London  Executive  Council,  two  pro- 
posed "fines"  of  £25  on  contractors 
had  received  the  approval  of  the 
Minister  of  Health.  In  another  case  the 
Pharmaceutical  Service  Committee  had 
recommended  that  a  contractor  should 
be  censured  and  that  £10  10s.  should 
be  withheld  from  the  contractor's 
remuneration.  The  Ministry  of  Health, 
however,  considered  the  error  in  dis- 
pensing to  be  serious  enough  to  war- 
rant withholding  £25  from  his  re- 
muneration. The  Council  replied  dis- 
senting from  that  view,  but  the 
Ministry  in  later  correspondence  said 
that  the  Minister,  having  considered 
the  Council's  letter,  remained  of  the 
opinion  that  a  withholding  of  £25  was 
appropriate  and  directed  the  Council 
to  withhold  that  amount. 

Decimal  Currency  Guide 

AN  AID  TO  RETAILERS 

TO  the  growing  list  of  decimal  cur- 
rency guides  becoming  available,  is 
now  added  "Getting  Ready  for  Deci- 
mal Currency,"  a  64-page  booklet  re- 
cently published  by  the  National  Cash 
Register   Co.,   Ltd.,  206  Marylebone 


Road,  London,  N.W.I  (price  2s).  The 
booklet  contains  descriptions  of  the 
decimal  coins,  tables  for  conversion 
— half  new  pence  and  whole  new  pence, 
giving  gains  and  losses;  there  are  chap- 
ters on  the  legal  aspects  of  the  decimal 
currency  (in  which  the  effects  on  con- 
tracts are  discussed)  and  the  effect  on 
business  machines,  while  others  deal 
with  interchangeable  coins,  handling 
mixed  currency,  dual  price  marking  and 
the  writing  of  amounts  (for  example 
on  cheques)  in  decimal. 

Biological  Standards 

MORE  INTERNATIONAL  REQUIREMENTS 

REQUIREMENTS  that  may  be  used 
in  the  control  of  tuberculins  and  in- 
activated influenza  vaccine  prepared 
in  various  countries  are  set  out  as 
annexes  to  the  twentieth  report  of  the 
World  Health  Organisation's  expert 
committee  on  biological  standardisation 
(WHO.  technical  report  series,  H.M. 
Stationery  Office,  price  10s.).  The  re- 
port considers  standards  for  hormones, 
including  the  application  of  immuno- 
assay techniques,  and  suggests  that 
such  standards  should  be  "qualified" 
to  distinguish  them  from  existing  bio- 
logical standards.  It  is  not  yet  clear  how 
measurements  of  hormone  antigens  are 
to  be  related  to  biological  activity. 

Wages  Snatch  Foiled 

POLICE  (NOT  PAY  I  IN  THE  VAN 

SEVEN  armed  men  who  rammed  and 
surrounded  what  they  thought  was  a 
van  carrying  wages  to  the  factory  of 
William  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  in 
Falkland  Road,  Eastleigh,  Hants,  on 
June  28,  found  that  it  contained,  in  fact, 
police  who  had  received  a  tip-off.  A 
struggle  took  place  in  which  one  raider 
was  shot  in  the  shoulder.  He  was  taken 
to  hospital  and  the  remainder  were 
later  charged  in  a  special  court  with 
conspiring  to  rob  employees  of  the 
company.  They  were  remanded  first  for 
one  day  and  were  then  remanded  for 
a  further  week. 

Chemists'  Retail  Sales 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  STATISTICS 

THE  index  of  retail  sales  by  chemists 
and  photographic  goods  dealers  in  May 
was  100  (average  monthly  sales  in 
1966  =  100),  an  increase  of  6  per  cent, 
over  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 
Figures  recently  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  also  reveal  the  following  indices 
for  the  month:- 

Independent  retailers  97  (+  3  per  cent.) 
Multiple  retailers  104  (+  11  percent.) 
Co-operative  societies  96  (+  1  per  cent.) 
The  figures  do  not  allow  for  receipts 
under  the  National  Health  Service. 

N.H.S.  Prescriptions 

FIRST  QUARTER  FIGURES 

NATIONAL  Health  Service  prescrip- 
tions dispensed  by  chemists  in  England 
and  Wales  in  the  first  quarter  of  1968 
numbered  76,788,000  against  68,837,000 
in  the  same  period  of  1967  (an  increase 
per  working  day  of  7.3  per  cent.). 
Total  cost  increased  from  £36'587m.  to 
£40  87 lm.  (an  increase  of  7-4  per  cent.). 
The  incidence  of  sickness  was  much 
higher  than  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  1967. 


IRISH  NEWS 

THE  NORTH 

Ulster  Chemists 

CONFERENCE  PROGRAMME 

ANNUAL  conference,  1968  of  the 
Ulster  Chemists'  Association  Great 
Northern  hotel,  Rostrevor,  co.  Down, 
in  October  commences  with  a  dinner 
and  social  get-together  on  the  evening 
of  October  11,  followed  at  about  mid- 
night by  a  president's  supper.  A  free 
morning  follows  for  the  ladies.  Mem- 
bers will  be  discussing  "The  Medicines 
Bill  and  Health  Centres — Professional- 
ism or  Commercialism,"  after  a  lead 
by  Messrs.  J.  Ferguson  (an  assistant 
secretary,  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain)  and  J.  Wright  (secre- 
tary. National  Pharmaceutical  Union). 
An  excursion  has  been  arranged  for 
the  afternoon  and  the  conference  dance 
is  being  held  in  the  evening.  Morning 
of  October  13  is  free,  and  in  the 
afternoon  Mr.  C.  Jacobs  (chairman, 
N.P.U.  and  a  director,  N.P.U.  Hold- 
ings, Ltd.)  will  speak  on  "Competitive 
Trading."  A  discussion  of  Mr.  Jacobs's, 
talk  will  be  followed  by  question-time 
(panel:  Messrs.  Jacobs,  Wright  and 
Ferguson  and  local  representatives). 
Proceedings  end  with  a  farewell  din-, 
ner.  For  children  there  will  be  pony 
trekking  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  In- 
clusive charge  is  60s.,  plus  10  per  cent 
service  charge,  payable  to  the  hotel 
Application  forms  are  available  from| 
the  secretary,  Ulster  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation,  73  University  Street,  Belfast 
BT  7  1HL. 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  NORTH 

The  offices  of  the  Ulster  Chemistsi 
Association  will  be  closed  on  July  111 
and  12.  Members  of  the  Ulster  Whole-r 
sale  Chemists'  Association  (except 
Robert  Smith  &  Co..  Ltd.,  London-! 
derry),  are  closing  at  mid-day  on  July! 
11,  reopening  on  July  15. 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Grants  provided  by  the  Smith  Klinej 
&   French    Foundation    during  1967 
totalled  £27,205,  bringing  the  total  dis-l 
tributions  since  establishment  in  19611 
to  £155,478. 

The  Retail  Trading-Standards  Assol 
ciation,  356  Oxford  Street,  London! 
W.l,  has  prepared  a  booklet  on  the! 
Trade  Descriptions  Act.  Price  to  mem) 
bers  5s.,  others  7s.  6d. 

Rabies  has  been  confirmed  in  a  dod 
which  died  recently  in  quarantine  ken! 
nels.  Last  such  death  was  in  1949  ancj 
the  last  outbreak  of  rabies  in  Greaj 
Britain  outside  quarantine  kennels  wal 
in  1922. 

Members  of  the  Supermarket  Assol 
ciation  have  called  for  extensions  tcj 
the  out-of-hours  delivery  scheme.  ^1 
new  scheme  will  encourage  manager! 
responsible  for  deliveries  to  make  theif 
own  arrangements. 

The  Radiochemical  Centre,  Amerl 
sham,  Bucks,  has  issued  new  technil 
cal  bulletins  on  labelled  thyroid  hor] 
mones  and  1-125-  and  I-131-labelle<| 
diagnostic  agents  for  renal  functioi| 
and  other  studies. 

Commenting  on  The  Medicines  Bill 
the  National  Chamber  of  Trade  sayl 
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"it  is  reasonable  that  the  exempted 
list  should  be  open  to  amendment  and 
reasonable,  too,  that  the  sale  of  damag- 
ing drugs  should  be  controlled." 

Dr.  John  Petro  has  lodged  an  appeal 
with  the  Privy  Council  against  an  order 
that  he  be  struck  off  the  Medical  Regis- 
ter (see  C.  &  £>.,  June  8,  p.  508).  His 
name  remains  on  the  Register  pending 
the  outcome  of  the  appeal.  The  Home 
Secretary  withdrew  in  March  Dr. 
Petro's  authorisation  under  the  Danger- 
ous Drugs  Act  (see  C.  &  £>.,  March  25, 
p.  251). 

Recent  grants  to  the  University  of 
Strathclyde  include  one  of  £7,0(X)  from 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries,  Ltd.,  to 
Dr.  R.  S.  Holdom  to  cover  a  collabora- 
tive investigation  into  new  methods  of 
isolating  useful  micro-organisms  which 
can  grow  on  North  Sea  gas;  and  a 
grant  of  £958  from  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  to  Dr.  G.  R.  Proctor  for  syn- 
theses of  potentially  anti-malarial  com- 
pounds. 

One  hundred-and-four  samples  taken 
from  pharmacies  under  the  Birming- 
ham drug  testing  scheme  were  all  of 
good  quality,  says  the  city's  analyst 
(Mr.  A.  H.  Coombes)  in  his  report  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1968.  Included  were 
twenty-eight  suspensions  of  penicillin 
G  or  V  and  forty-seven  samples  of 
paracetamol  tablets.  Five  samples  sub- 
mitted by  hospitals  conformed  to  their 
declared  formula. 

The  Central  Training  Council  has 
published  a  memorandum  (no.  7)  ex- 
plaining the  steps  being  taken  to  co- 
ordinate the  preparation  of  training 
recommendations  by  Industrial  Train- 
ing Boards  for  occupations  which  are 
found  in  more  than  one  industry  and 
which  are  the  concern  of  more  than 
one  Board.  Copies  are  obtainable  from 
the  Department  of  Employment  and 
Productivity,  162  Regent  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.l. 

Nuisance  from  noise  and  dust,  in- 
frequent refuse  collection  and  bad  sign- 
posting were  affecting  trade  badly, 
said  Mr.  J.  W.  Buchanan,  M.P.S.,  4 
Oakridge  Centre,  Basingstoke.  Hants, 
when  he  appealed  unsuccessfully 
against  assessments  of  £450  gross  value, 
£347  rateable  value,  at  Basingstoke 
valuation  court.  Hants,  recently.  The 
valuation  officer  said  that  the  nuisance 
caused  by  construction  work  was  to 
be  expected  when  an  estate  was  being 
developed.  Traders  were  aware  of  the 
conditions  when  they  took  the  pre- 
mises and  new  housing  was  increasing 
the  trade  potential  of  the  area. 

SPORT 

GOLF 

Irish  Chemists'  Golfing  Society  and 
Ulster  Chemists'  Golfing  Association.  Fifty- 
four  players  (twenty-six  from  the  North) 
turned  up  for  the  pharmacists'  all-Ireland 
golfing  outing  at  Dundalk  on  June  26.  With 
no  inter-club  rivalry  the  players  strove  for 
individual  over-all  honours  and  an  exciting 
day's  play  ensued.  Results:  Class  A,  D. 
Mulvey  (Irish)  (9),  39;  D.  Coffey  (Ulster)  8, 
39;  P.  Coghlan  (Irish)  (14),  34.  Class  B:  J. 
Kennedy  (Ulster)  15,  36;  B.  Falvey  (Irish)  (23), 
36;  J.  H.  Brown  (Ulster)  21,  36.  The  prizes 
were  distributed  at  supper  in  the  clubhouse, 
presided  over  by  Harry  Boyd  (captain, 
U.C.G.A.).  Next  outing  of  Irish  Chemists  is 
at  Royal  Dublin  Golf  Club  on  July  18. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Wholesaling 

The  introduction  of  prescription  charges  on  June  10  has  resulted  in  a 
change  in  the  prescribing  habits  of  a  number  of  doctors  whose  prescrip- 
tions pass  through  my — and  other — hands.  One  of  the  marked  changes 
is  an  evident  concern  on  the  doctor's  part  to  save  his  patient  money, 
and  that,  in  my  experience,  shows  itself  in  two  ways.  The  first  is  that  the 
number  of  items  on  prescriptions  is  considerably  lower,  suggesting  either 
that  the  doctor  was,  before  June  10,  prescribing  recklessly  and  extrava- 
gantly, or  that  the  treatment  now  given  is  inadequate.  And  if  the  latter  is 
the  case,  and  the  reduced  number  of  items  is  related  to  what  the  doctor 
thinks  his  patient  can  afford,  then  a  form  of  rationing  by  purse  has  been 
reintroduced  where  the  treatment  of  illness  is  concerned — a  situation 
totally  foreign  to  the  basic  principles  of  the  National  Health  Service. 
Another  factor  has  entered,  and  that  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  the  prescribed  treatment.  Where  fifty  or  100  tablets  have  been  pres- 
cribed hitherto,  I  now  find  250  is  apparently  regarded  as  reasonable. 
Where  one  15-gm.  tube  of  a  corticosteroid  ointment  cream  had  been 
considered  adequate — not  unreasonably  in  a  substance  "to  be  applied 
sparingly" — a  tube  of  100  gm.  seems  now  to  be  regarded  as  necessary. 
Such  practice  may  save  the  patient  a  number  of  half  crowns;  it  may  also 
lessen  the  already  lessened  work  load  of  the  failing  physician,  but  the 
accumulation  of  unused  drugs  in  the  home  is  liable  to  offset  the  consider- 
able saving  the  Government  has  hoped  to  achieve.  The  result,  for  the 
pharmacist,  is  that  he  is  compelled  to  take  another  look  at  his  buying 
habits.  One  thousand  tablets,  which  sufficed  to  meet,  perhaps,  a  score  of 
prescriptions,  may  now  vanish  with  only  four.  It  is  a  form  of  wholesale 
dealing  that  is  not  in  the  long-term  interest  of  the  patient,  the  Treasury 
or  the  pharmacist.  The  practice  should  be  looked  at  closely  by  the  Ministry 
and  stopped.  Nothing  must  be  done,  as  we  are  so  frequently  told,  to  in- 
terfere with  the  freedom  of  the  doctor.  Yet  the  practice  I  complain  of  is 
evidence  that  there  has  been  interference  with  established  practice. 

Runcorn 

I  imagine  that  all  young  pharmacists  will  have  had  their  interest  stimu- 
lated by  the  article  on  p.  593  and  by  the  advertisement  inserted  by 
Runcorn  Development  Corporation  for  a  tenant  for  a  pharmacy  in  Run- 
corn New  Town.  The  situation  is  without  precedent,  for  what  is  offered 
is  nothing  less  than  the  opportunity  to  practise  pharmacy  in  a  form 
comparable  with  that  prevailing  on  the  Continent.  Within  a  circumscribed 
area  of  considerable  dimensions  and  adequate  population,  the  pharmacist 
accepted  for  the  tenancy  of  the  new  pharmacy  will  be  able  to  devote  his 
full  energies  to  the  work  for  which  he  has  been  trained.  He  will  work  in 
close  proximity  to  a  health  centre,  from  which  it  is  expected  that  there 
will  be  a  sufficient  flow  of  professional  work  to  provide  him  with  security 
without  his  having  to  subsidise  his  income  from  other  sources.  Indeed, 
the  conditions  of  the  lease  specifically  lay  down  that  he  will  be  restricted 
in  his  activities  to  dispensing  and  the  sale  of  medicines  and  health  and 
hygiene  adjuvants.  In  return,  as  is  right,  restrictions  on  the  sale  of  medi- 
cinal goods  will  be  imposed  on  other  retailers  in  the  area.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  most  significant  development,  which  pharmacists  will  watch  with 
the  greatest  interest,  for  success  in  Runcorn  could  mean  an  extension  of 
the  principle  elsewhere.  It  is  an  enlightened  move  offering  satisfaction  and 
the  opportunity  of  working  in  close  association  with  other  professionals. 

Oldest  French  Pharmacy 

The  illustrated  article  (p.  585)  describing  the  ancient  pharmacy  in  Avig- 
non is  worthy  of  study.  The  historic  record  is  quite  unparalleled,  and  it 
would  have  been  a  tragedy  had  its  beauty  been  marred  in  war.  Though 
not  for  a  moment  suggesting  that  the  successful  Runcorn  applicant  should 
attempt  to  emulate  its  beauty,  it  would  be  a  worth-while  mission  if  he 
were  to  visit  one  or  two  pharmacies  in  France  to  see  the  range  of  duties 
undertaken  there. 
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Massive  Trouble  From  Prescription  Charges 

ACTION  TAKEN  URGENTLY  BY  CONTRACTORS'  COMMITTEE 


"MUCH  worse  than  expected"  was  the 
conclusion  of  the  Central  N.H.S.  (Che- 
mist Contractors)  Committee  when  the 
subject  of  prescription  charges  was 
aired  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  June  25.  Ever  since  the  charges 
started  on  June  10,  there  had  been  a 
constant  stream  of  telephone  calls  and 
letters  to  headquarters  from  irate  con- 
tractors, reported  the  Secretary  (Mr. 
J.  Wright).  Members  of  the  Committee, 
from  their  own  hard-earned  experi- 
ences, endorsed  the  flood  of  criticism 
that  had  poured  in  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  about  the  chaos  caused  in 
many  pharmacies  by  the  interim  ex- 
emption scheme.  Few  patients  appeared 
to  have  any  clear  understanding  of 
the  provisions  under  which  exemption 
from  charges  could  be  claimed  or  of 
the  procedure  to  be  adopted  in  claim- 
ing exemption.  Declarations  on  the 
back  of  the  prescription  forms  were 
rarely  signed  on  presentation  over  the 
counter,  and  contractors  were  being 
obliged  to  provide  pens  (one  member 
claimed  to  have  lost  twelve  ball-point 
pens  in  a  week!),  to  provide  counter 
space  for  signing  and,  more  seriously, 
to  devote  time  to  giving  personal  assist- 
ance on  the  completion  not  only  of  the 
declaration  statement,  but  also  of  form 
EC91  or  other  means  of  claiming  ex- 
emption. 

Contractors  had  found  that  it  was 
currently  taking  as  long  to  complete 
the  reduced  number  of  prescriptions 
now  being  presented  (down  by  25-30 
per  cent,  in  many  areas)  as  it  had  done 
to  dispense  the  larger  numbers  pre- 
sented prior  to  the  scheme.  The  phar- 
macist was  being  constantly  called 
away  from  his  proper  duties  to  provide 
explanations  and  guidance.  His  time — 
as  compared  with  that  of  his  staff — 
was  being  taken  up  to  a  far  greater 
extent  than  had  been  envisaged  before 
the  inception  of  the  scheme. 

Representations  to  Ministry 

After  considerable  discussion  and  the 
studying  of  reports  from  several  Phar- 
maceutical Committees,  the  Committee 
decided  to  make  immediate  representa- 
tions to  the  Ministry.  The  Committee 
would  press  for : 

1.  A  complete  revision  of  the  wording 
and  layout  of  the  back  of  the  new 
form  EC  10; 

2.  Acceptance  of  the  signature  only  in- 
stead of  the  signature  plus  name 
and  address  when  the  person  sign- 
ing was  the  patient  named  on  the 
front; 

3.  Increased  payment  per  prescription 
(on  all  prescriptions  —  chargeable 
and  non-chargeable)  dispensed  on 
and  after  June  10  up  to  and  includ- 
ing August  31,  in  order  to  compen- 
sate for  the  cost  of  the  additional 
work  and  time  involved. 

It  would  also  be  made  clear  that,  un- 
less the  present  situation  showed  signs 
of  improving  rapidly,  a  permanent 
scheme  would  be  essential  without  de- 
lay, preferably  involving  the  use  of  a 
distinctive  EC  10  form  for  exempt 
patients. 


Further  difficulties  had  arisen  be- 
cause many  patients  had  completed  the 
name  and  address  and  signature  spaces 
on  the  exemption  declaration,  but  had 
failed  to  make  any  deletions;  pharma- 
cists were  consequently  concerned 
about  what  action  pricing  bureaux 
might  take.  The  Committee  agreed  to 
advise  contractors  to  forward  such 
forms  to  the  pricing  bureaux;  to  in- 
form the  Ministry  of  Health  that  it 
was  advising  contractors  to  accept 
forms  so  completed  as  exempt  from 
charges,  and  to  request  the  Ministry  to 
advise  all  pricing  bureaux  that  the 
prescriptions  on  such  forms  were  to 
be  accepted,  without  question,  as  ex- 
empt from  charges. 

In  reply  to  other  questions  about  the 
signing  of  exempt  forms,  it  was  con- 
firmed that  general  practitioners,  like 
pharmacists,  were  permitted  to  sign  on 
behalf  of  patients.  Chemist  contractors 
were  being  advised,  however,  only  in 
exceptional  circumstances  to  sign  dec- 
larations on  behalf  of  patients,  since 
an  agreed  feature  of  the  interim  scheme 
was  that  the  pharmacist  should  have 
no  liability  for  the  accuracy  of  patients' 
exemption  declarations.  The  point  was 
confirmed  that  any  patient  (including 
a  war  pensioner)  with  an  exemption 
certificate  was  exempt  from  charges 
for  anything  ordered  on  a  prescrip- 
tion form  he  had  signed  (on  the  back) 
as  being  an  exempt  person. 

Display  Notices 

The  Committee  agreed  to  support 
a  suggestion  from  the  Middlesex  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  that  the  Ministry 
should  be  requested  to  supply,  for  dis- 
play in  doctors'  premises,  an  additional 
notice  to  patients  asking  patients  to 
complete  the  declaration  on  the  back 
of  the  prescription  form  before  pre- 
senting it  to  the  chemist.  The  Com- 
mittee announced  that  it  would  be 
giving  further  guidance  in  the  N.H.S. 
Newsletter. 

The  Committee  noted  that  the 
Ministry  was  conducting  an  inquiry 
to  assess  whether  adequate  publicity 
had  been  given  to  the  reimposition  of 
prescription  charges;  the  survey  would 
be  carried  out  among  both  contractors 
and  members  of  the  public,  and  the 
Committee  had  circularised  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  and  Na- 
tional Pharmaceutical  Union  Branch 
secretaries  about  it. 

Completed  questionnaire  forms  in 
the  container-allowance  inquiry  were 
being  collated. 

The  Committee  examined  (in  confi- 
dence) copies  of  the  Ministry's  draft 
design  guide  to  local  health  authorities 
planning  health  centres,  and  agreed  in 
principle  with  the  suggestions  con- 
tained in  the  Ministry's  covering  letter, 
namely  that  early  consultations  should 
be  encouraged  whenever  pharmaceutical 
services  were  to  be  provided  in  a  health 
centre  and  that  a  subcommittee,  on 
which  the  Central  N.H.S.  Committee 
would  be  represented,  should  be  set 
up  soon  to  advise  on  specific  inquiries 
and  consider  the  general  problem.  The 


Committee  reserved  the  right  (and  ■ 
would  tell  the  Ministry  so)  of  question-!! 
ing  during  the  forthcoming  discussions!! 
with  the  Ministry,  along  with  repre-H 
sentatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  so- 
ciety, on  the  Ministry's  projected  Pr°-|l 
vision  of  dispensing  facilities  in  health!! 
centres  for  dispensing  doctors. 

The  Committee  would  support  theW 
Society  in  its  representations  againslH 
a  Medicines  Bill  amendment  relaxinfH 
restrictions  on  sale  or  supply  frorrH 
health  centres  and  hospitals. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  arrange  tell 
consult  with  the  Pharmaceutical  So-ll 
ciety  before  meeting  with  officers  olH 
the  Ministry  over  rural-area  dispens-H 
ing  committees. 

No  Action 

Having  had  from  the  Welsh  Board| 
of  Health  a   letter  indicating  that 
saw  no  necessity  for  action  to  compej 
the  Denbighshire  Executive  Council  tc| 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  RegulaJ 
tion  27  of  the  1966  Regulations,  ancl 
reiterating  that  it  would  be  best  foil 
reasons    of    practicability,    to  pursud 
the  matter  when  the  initial  pressure  oil 
work  on  prescription  charges  had  been] 
relieved,  the  Committee  approved  thdj 
following  draft  reply  prepared  by  tht|j 
secretary :  — 
The   Central    N.H.S.    Committee  con| 
sidered   your  letter  of  June  21  at 
meeting  today  and  asked  me  to  let  yoil 
know  that  we  can  only  regard  it  as  yel 
another    excuse   for   delaying  matters! 
After  months  of  fruitless  correspondence 
between  the  Local  Pharmaceutical  Com.' 
mittee  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Executive 
Council    the    then    Chairman    of  thii 
Central  N.H.S.  Committee  and  I  travels 
led  to  Wrexham  to  discuss  the  problenj| 
with  the  Clerk  as  long  ago  as  June  41 
1965.  At  that  meeting  it  was  agreed  thai 
a  pilot  inquiry  should   be   carried  ou| 
and  that,  if  that  inquiry  established  ;i 
need    for    a    wider    investigation,  thtl 
inquiry  should  be  extended  to  cover  th(I 
whole  of  the  Executive  Council  area.  Ill 
November  1965  the  Clerk  reported  th(I 
result  of  the  pilot  inquiry,  which  clearljn 
showed    the    need    to    implement  thtl 
second  part  of  the  agreement  made  irl 
June,  namely  to  extend  the  inquiry  tel 
the  remainder  of  the  area.  In  DecemberH 
however,  the  Executive  Council  informed] 
my  Committee  of  its  proposal  to  revisaj 
the  form-of-option  letter  which  had  beerM 
agreed  in  June  so  as  to  provide  thai 
those  patients  who  did  not  reply  woukl 
remain  on  dispensing  lists.  My  Commitfi 
tee  objected  to  this  and  since  then,  in  J 
number  of   letters,   excuses    based  orl 
whatever  problem  was  current  at  thel 
time  (e.g.  the  "doctors'  charter",  prof 
posed   amendment  of  regulations,  etc. 
were  put  forward  as  reasons  for  delay  ii 
Now,   pressure    of   work    arising   front  I 
prescription     charges     is     being    used  [ 
coupled  with  a  proposal  that  we  shoulc| 
discuss  arrangements  that  were  settleclf 
as  long  ago  as  June  1965.  It  seems  mosif 
unfortunate  to  us  that  it  should  agairj| 
be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  Courts 
a  second  case  in  Wales,  with  the  attend! 
ant  payment  of  legal  costs  out  of  public 
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funds,  but  there  seems  to  the  Central 
N.H.S.  Committee  to  be  no  alternative 
available.    No  similar  difficulties  have 
ever  arisen  in  England. 
After  discussing  the  latest  exchange 
of  views  with  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation on  labelling  dispensed  medicines 
with    product    name    the  Committee 
decided  it  had  no  alternative,  because 
of  the  expressed  feelings  of  the  majority 
of  chemist  contractors,  but  to  reject 
the  Association's  proposals  about  auto- 
matic name  labelling  of  dispensed  medi- 
cines. The  B.M.A.s  General  Medical 
Services  Committee  would  be  advised 
accordingly,  as  would  the  loint  For- 
mulary Committee,  which  was  respon- 


sible for  wording  the  guidance  to  be 
included  in  the  1969  British  National 
Formulary. 

A  further  letter  from  the  Ministry 
about  the  Committee's  call  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  out-of-hours  call  fee  for 
"urgent"  prescriptions  indicated  that 
the  results  of  inquiries  were  being  pro- 
cessed, and  that  information  about  the 
outcome  could  be  expected  early  in 
July. 

It  was  agreed  to  send  a  letter  to 
Pfizer,  Ltd.,  expressing  concern  at  the 
company's  action  in  sending  to  Execu- 
tive Councils  a  circular  letter  alleging 
complaints  from  doctors  about  substi- 
tution on  Terramycin  prescriptions. 


SCOTTISH  DEPARTMENT  EXECUTIVE 

New  officers  elected;  new  members  welcomed 


CHAIRMAN  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Scottish  Department  for 
1968-69  is  Mr.  Adam  Roxburgh.  He 
was  elected  by  the  Executive  when  it 
met  in  Edinburgh  on  June  19. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Executive  had 
received  the  report  of  the  scrutineers 
on  the  annual  election  (see  C.  &  D., 
June  22,  p.  554).  The  Chairman  (Mr. 
A.  Cowan)  referred  with  regret  to  the 
defeat  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Grosset  in  the  re- 
cent election  to  the  Society's  Council, 
and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  send 
him  a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  services 
to  pharmacy,  both  as  a  member  and 
former  chairman  of  the  Executive  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Council. 

A  point  arising  from  the  Medicines 
Bill  was  next  discussed.  It  was  reported 
that,  if  the  Bill  became  law  in  its  pres- 
ent form,  all  partners  in  a  Scottish 
partnership  would  require  to  be  phar- 
macists, whereas  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act,  1933,  stated,  in  Section 
30  ('Application  to  Scotland") :  "Refer- 
ences to  a  body  corporate  shall  be 
deemed  to  include  references  to  a 
firm."  Over  seventy  Scottish  firms  in 
which  pharmacists  were  in  partnership 
with  non-pharmacists  would  be  affec- 
ted, many  of  them  family  partnerships. 
It  was  agreed  to  try  and  get  the  "deem- 
ing   clause"    of    the    Pharmacy  and 


Poisons  Act,  1933,  included  in  the  Bill. 

The  Resident  Secretary  (Dr.  G.  H. 
Macmorran)  reported  that,  at  the 
Branch  Secretaries'  meeting  held  that 
morning,  seven  of  the  ten  Scottish 
branches  had  been  represented.  Main 
discussion  had  been  on  possible  re- 
gional meetings  in  Scotland,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  regional  meetings  should 
be  held  only  if  an  important  subject 
came  up  for  discussion.  When  that 
occurred  there  should  be  two  meetings, 
one  in  the  northern  half  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  other  in  the  southern. 

Members  present  (the  Society's  pre- 
sident (Mr.  A.  Howells)  and  vice-pre- 
sident (Mr.  W.  M.  Darling),  Dr.  J. 
Chilton  and  Messrs.  N.  C.  D.  Bain, 


J.  P.  Bannerman,  G.  Calder,  H.  Cowan, 
J.  B.  Dunnett,  J.  W.  Goodchild,  W.  J. 
Y.  Hogg,  J.  MacLean,  D.  C.  Mair,  R. 
S.  Morrison,  J.  A.  Myers,  A.  Roxburgh, 
G.  Shepherd  and  W.  S.  Tait),  with  the 
resident  secretary  and  the  secretary  and 
registrar  of  the  Society  (Mr.  D.  F. 
Lewis)  in  attendance,  were  joined  at  a 
second  session  in  the  evening  by  Mr. 
R.  S.  Maconochie.  The  chairman  wel- 
comed the  re-elected  members  and  gave 
a  special  welcome  to  Mr.  Campbell  on 
his  first  attendance.  He  asked  the  secre- 
tary to  write  a  letter  of  appreciation 
and  thanks  to  Mr.  Hogg  for  his  work 
for  the  Executive. 

The  vote  for  Mr.  Roxburgh  as 
chairman  was  unanimous.  After  accept- 
ing office,  Mr.  Roxburgh  paid  tribute 
to  Mr.  Cowan  for  the  outstanding  ser- 
vices he  had  given  to  the  Executive 
during  his  three  years  as  chairman,  and 
presented  him  with  a  replica  of  the 
chairman's  badge  of  office.  Messrs.  J. 
MacLean  and  D.  C.  Mair  were  nomin- 
ated as  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Mair  being 
elected  after  a  vote. 

Numbers  of  samples  taken  under  the 
shelf  stock  testing  scheme  were  reported 
as  being:  — 

1965-  66       ...  68 

1966-  67       ...  207 

1967-  68       ...  260 

A  draft  letter  to  pharmacists  in  Scot- 
land prepared  in  an  effort  to  increase 
the  number  of  samples  submitted  by 
them  was  received  by  the  Executive 
and  approved.  The  drug  testing  scheme 
financial  statement  was  received. 


ADVERSE  REACTIONS 

Publication  of  a  register  suggested 


IT  could  not  be  long  before  the  United 
Kingdom  followed  the  example  of  the 
United  States  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration and  the  Australian  Drug 
Evaluation  Committee  in  publishing 
registers  of  adverse  reactions  to  drugs, 
said  Professor  L.  J.  Witts  (a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  the  Safety 
of  Drugs  and  chairman  of  its  subcom- 
mittee on  adverse  reactions)  to  the 
Royal  Society  of  Health  pharmaceuti- 


FIRE  HAZARDS 

Guides  for  shops  and  industry 


THE  latest  in  the  series  of  Fire  Pro- 
tection Association  planning  guides 
deals  with  the  question  of  space  heat- 
ing for  industry  and  commerce  and 
how  to  reduce  the  danger  of  fire. 
Selecting  a  heating  system  that  is  as 
safe  as  possible  for  a  particular  loca- 
tion may  be  the  responsibility  of 
management,  but  avoiding  the  kind  of 
danger  that  can  crop  up  in  the  day-to- 
day running  of  the  business  concerns 
everyone  on  the  company's  payroll, 
says  the  guide.  The  guide  provides 
general  guidance  on  the  choice  of  heat- 
ing equipment  for  industrial  and  com- 
mercial building  and  looks  at  the  fire 
precautions  which  should  be  taken 
to  avoid  a  fire.  It  considers  in  detail 
the  different  types  of  space  heating 
—  central  heating.  self-contained 
appliances  and  portable  heaters  —  and 
the  fire  hazards  associated  with  each 
type.  Copies  of  the  "Planning  Guide  to 
Space  Heating"  can  be  obtained  from 


the  Fire  Protection  Association.  Alder- 
mary  House,  Queen  Street.  London, 
E.C.4,  price  2s. 

Chemical  Industries  Association.  Ltd., 
in  collaboration  with  the  Fire  Protec- 
tion Association,  have  prepared  a  guide 
to  fire  prevention  (pp.  47),  as  a  refer- 
ence book  for  the  benefit  of  all  who 
design  and  operate  chemical  plant  or 
are  concerned  with  the  handling  and 
use  of  chemicals.  It  gives  statistical 
information  about  materials  which  ig- 
nite and  cause  industrial  fires  and  about 
the  sources  of  ignition.  The  time  and 
place  of  origin  of  industrial  fires  is 
also  analysed.  The  principal  features  of 
fire  precautions  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count in  the  design,  operation  and 
maintenance  of  chemical  plant  are 
comprehensively  listed  but  the  main 
emphasis  in  the  guide  is  on  prevention. 
Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Asso- 
ciation, Alembic  House,  93  Albert  Em- 
bankment, London,  S.E.I  (price  15s.). 


cal  group  luncheon  club  on  June  20. 
Though  he  claimed  that  scientists  and 
manufacturers  in  the  United  Kingdom 
had  been  opposed  to  the  publication 
of  such  a  register,  he  believed  that 
their  objections  were  misguided.  The 
drug  manufacturer,  like  any  other  seller, 
he  said,  would  always  be  inclined  to 
minimise  or  indeed  not  to  see  the  de- 
fects of  his  product.  "Some  manufac- 
turers of  drugs  with  well  established, 
even  if  only  occasional,  severe  adverse 
effects  have  consistently  attempted  to 
discount  them." 

It  was  essential  that  the  defects  of 
a  drug  should  be  brought  to  the  notice 
of  both  the  maker  and  his  competi- 
tors. That  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
had  produced  an  oral  contraceptive 
that  was  simple  to  use  and  100  per 
cent,  effective  was  "wonderful."  and 
the  industry  might  well  have  remained 
satisfied  but  for  the  fact  the  "the 
pill"  produced  three  deaths  a  year 
from  thromboembolism  in  every 
100,000  women  using  it.  The  need  was 
for  a  contraceptive  that  was  equally 
effective  but  produced  no  deaths.  It 
might  be  impossible,  but  any  manufac- 
turer who  discovered  such  a  contracep- 
tive would  reap  an  enormous  financial 
reward. 

While  at  present  the  publication  of 
a  register  might  penalise  manufacturers 
who  conscientiously  reported  all  ad- 
verse reactions,  the  new  legislation 
under  discussion  in  Parliament  was 
likely  to  make  it  compulsory  to  disclose 
all  such  information. 
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IN  PARLIAMENT 

By  a  Member  of  the  Press  Gallery,  House  of  Commons 


THE  Home  Secretary  is  expecting  to 
receive  the  report  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  on  Drug  Dependence  aris- 
ing from  Methedrine  abuse  "within 
the  next  month  or  two"  said  Mr. 
Elystan  Morgan  (Parliamentary 
Secretary,  Home  Office)  in  a  written 
answer  on  June  27.  He  was  replying 
to  Mr.  Laurence  Pavitt,  who  wanted 
to  know  in  what  form  the  report 
would  be  made  available  to  the  public. 
The  Parliamentary  Secretary  indicated 
that  when  the  Home  Secretary  had 
studied  the  report  he  would  then  con- 
sider making  a  statement. 

Government  changes 

Following  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Roy  Mason  to  succeed  Mr.  Ray  Gun- 
ter  as  Minister  of  Power,  Mr.  John 
Stonehouse  has  become  Postmaster 
General.  Mr.  J.  P.  W.  Mallalieu,  for- 
merly Minister  of  State,  Board  of 
Trade,  has  been  appointed  Minister  of 
State,  Ministry  of  Technology;  Mr. 
William  Rodgers  succeeds  him  at  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Cyclamates 

Mr.  Gwynfor  Evans  asked  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  what  representations  he  had 
received  on  the  use  of  cyclamates  by 
food  and  drink  manufacturers  since 
the  labelling  of  Food  Regulations 
1967  were  made  and  what  further 
action  was  proposed  to  control  the 
use  of  the  compounds.  Mr.  James 
Hoy  (Parliamentary  Secretary)  in  a 
written  answer  on  June  27  indicated 
that  a  few  representations  had  been 
received,  but  no  matters  had  been 
raised  that  were  not  previously  con- 
sidered, nor  did  the  pharmacology 
subcommittee  of  the  Food  Additives 
and  Contaminants  Committee  see  any 
grounds  for  amending  their  previous 
recommendations  on  the  safety-in-use 
of  cyclamates.  The  Minister  gave  the 
assurance  that  the  use  of  cyclamates 
in  food  would  be  under  continuous 
review  but  he  did  not  think  that  fur- 
ther action  was  required  at  the  present 
time.  During  question  time  on  the 
previous  day  Mrs.  Joyce  Butler  had 
asked  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  if  he  would  issue 
further  advice  to  consumers  of  soft 
drinks  and  other  foods  containing 
cyclamate  sweeteners,  following  reports 
"of  recent  researches  in  Austria  on  the 
subject".  Mr.  Hoy  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive and  pointed  out  that  although 
the  work  had  only  recently  been  pub- 
lished it  was  in  fact  considered  in 
1967  by  the  Food  Additives  and  Con- 
taminants Committee  before  it  re- 
affirmed its  earlier  recommendation  as 
to  the  safety-in-use  of  cyclamates. 
However,  Mrs.  Butler  repeated  her 
request  that  the  Minister  should  issue 
a  circular  to  manufacturers  calling  on 
them  to  state  on  the  labels  whether 
their  products  contained  cyclamates, 
and  if  so,  how  much,  "as  a  guidance 
to  people  who  are  worried  about  all 
this."  Mr.  Hoy  later  told  Mr.  John 
Hall  that  the  Committee's  decision  had 
been  supported  by  the  Food  and 
Agriculture  Organisation  and  other  in- 


ternational organisations  "whose  job 
it  is  to  consider  these  matters." 

Arthritis 

Mr.  N.  Pentland  (Joint  Parliamen- 
tary Secretary)  informed  Mr.  David 
Watkins  in  a  written  answer  on  June 
25,  that  of  the  days  of  sickness  noti- 
fied for  National  Insurance  purposes, 
about  13  million  were  attributable  to 
arthritis  during  the  period  from  June 
7,  1965  to  June  4,  1966. 

Rating  of  Commercial  Premises 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Taylor  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  on 
June  26,  if  he  had  completed  his  study 
of  the  rating  burden  on  commercial 
premises  in  Scottish  cities.  Mr.  W. 
Ross  (Secretary  of  State)  said  that  his 
examination  was  nearing  completion. 

Hearing  Aid  Council  Bill 

The  Hearing  Aid  Council  Bill  was 
given  its  third  reading  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  June  25. 

Green  Paper 

Mr.  A.  P.  Dean  asked  the  Minister 
of  Health  when  he  expected  to  publish 
the  Green  Paper  on  the  structure  of 
the  National  Health  Service.  Mr. 
Robinson  in  a  written  answer  on  July 
1  said  he  could  not  give  a  date. 

Aerosol  Asthma  Sprays 

Following  a  question  by  Mr.  B.  C. 
G.  Whitaker  concerning  the  safety  of 
aerosol  asthma  sprays  Mr.  Robinson, 
in  a  written  answer  on  July  1,  referred 
to  the  fact  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Safety  of  Drugs  had  already  taken 
steps  to  ensure  that  doctors  were  aware 
of  overdosage  risks  when  such  sprays 
were  being  used.  He  also  added  that 
the  Home  Secretary  intended  to  amend 
the  Poisons  Rules  so  as  to  restrict  the 
sales  of  such  sprays  to  medical  pre- 
scriptions. 

Ma  i  id  rax 

Mr.  L.  Spriggs  asked  the  Home 
Secretary  if  he  would  authorise  "the 
Advisory  Committee  on  Drugs"  to  in- 
vestigate the  extent  to  which  Mandrax 
was  prescribed  by  general  practitioners. 
Mr.  Elystan  Morgan  in  a  written 
answer  on  July  1  said  it  was  the  Ad- 
visory Committee's  function  to  keep 
under  review  the  misuse  of  any  drug 
liable  to  produce  dependence.  The 
principle  active  ingredient  of  the  pre- 
paration was  methaqualone  that  might 
not  be  sold  retail  except  on  prescrip- 
tion. 

Methedrine 

When  Mr.  L.  Pavitt  suggested  on 
July  2  that  the  Minister  of  Health 
should  issue  instructions  to  pharma- 
cists that  prescriptions  for  more  than 
two  ampoules  of  Methedrine  per  day 
should  be  referred  to  the  doctor  con- 
cerned for  confirmation  before  issue, 
Mr.  Robinson  said  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  Drug  Dependence  had  been 
considering  central-nervous-system  sti- 
mulant drugs  since  its  first  meeting, 


and  Methedrine  in  particular  since 
February.  The  Committee  had  con- 
cluded that  further  restriction  upon  its 
availability  was  desirable,  and  was 
considering  the  best  way  to  achieve 
control.  Mr.  Pavitt's  suggestion  would 
be  examined  in  the  light  of  the  com- 
mittee's advice.  In  a  written  answer  on 
the  same  day  Mr.  Robinson  informed 
Mr.  Pavitt  that  in  1963  ten  companies 
were  supplying  Methedrine  or  other 
methylamphetamines  to  the  National 
Health  Service.  At  the  present  time 
there  were  six. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Previous  year's  figures  in  parentheses 

SANITAS  TRUST,  LTD.— Profits, 
before  tax,  in  year  ended  March  31 
rose  to  £1,026,069  (from  £773,700).  The 
final  dividend  is  25  per  cent,  giving 
an  unchanged  40  per  cent,  total  for  the 
year.  Group  turnover  amounted  to 
£7,060,482  (£6,698,502). 

DUNBEE-COMBEX-MARX,  LTD. 
— Group  trading  profit  for  1967 
£303,499  before  losses  of  £50,979  sus- 
tained by  two  subsidiaries  since  sold. 
Satisfactory  progress  was  made  by 
Jean  Sorelle,  Ltd.,  which  made  a  "use- 
ful contribution"  to  group's  profit. 
Recommended  dividend  44|  per  cent. 
(43  per  cent.). 

OSMOND  AEROSOLS,  LTD.,  state 
that  negotiations  are  nearing  comple- 
tion for  the  acquisition  of  Richmond 
Aerosols,  Ltd.  (at  present  a  member  of 
the  Cussons  Group).  When  new 
premises  now  being  erected  by  Osmond 
Aerosols,  Ltd.,  on  South  Humberside 
are  completed  later  in  the  year,  both 
aerosol  companies  will  operate  from 
there  as  one  unit.  Until  that  time  Rich- 
mond Aerosols,  Ltd.,  will  continue  to 
function  from  Swinton. 

ILFORD,  LTD.— Profit,  before  tax, 
was  £464,000  in  the  half-year  ended 
April  30  (against  £336,000  in  same 
period  a  year  previously).  Sales  were 
£11 -95m.  (£9'78m.).  Exports  from  U.K. 
amounted  to  £5m.  (£3'5m.).  Tax 
£166,000  (£92,000).  Increased  costs, 
notably  in  the  price  of  silver,  have 
substantially  reduced  the  benefit  from 
devaluation  and  from  selling  price  in- 
creases which  together  account  for  ap- 
proximately half  of  the  increase  in  sales 
value. 

JEYES  GROUP,  LTD.— The  bid  by 
Newton  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.  for  the 
Group  (C.  &  D.,  May  11,  p.  415),  has 
failed.  Sir  Peter  Roberts,  (chairman, 
Newton  Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  said  on 
June  29:  "It  was  only  worth  paying 
25s.  a  share  if  we  could  be  sure  of 
getting  90  per  cent,  of  the  equity." 
Smith  &  Nephew  Associated  Com- 
panies, Ltd.,  who  own  22  per  cent,  of 
the  Jeyes  equity  are  understood  to  have 
no  intention  of  adding  to  their  stake. 

WILLIAM  H.  RORER,  INC.,  Fort 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and 
A  M  C  H  E  M  PRODUCTS,  INC., 
Ambler,  Pennsylvania,  have  approved 
a  proposed  consolidation  of  the  two 
companies.  The  consolidation  plan, 
which  requires  approval  of  the  share- 
holders of  both  companies,  calls  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  company  to  be 
known   as    Rorer-Amchem,    Inc.,  the 
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present  companies  continuing  their 
current  operations.  The  U.K.  sub- 
sidiary of  William  R.  Rorer,  Inc.,  is 
Rorer  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Watford, 
Herts. 

FISONS,  LTD.,  began  operating  as 
four  divisions  on  July  1.  The  group  now 
comprises:  Fisons,  Ltd.,  group  head 
office  and  administration  operating 
from  Fison  House,  London,  with  cer- 
tain service  departments  continuing, 
for  administrative  convenience,  at 
Felixstowe;  Fisons,  Ltd.,  fertiliser 
division,  with  headquarters  at  Felix- 
stowe (Fisons  Fertilizers,  Ltd.,  ceased 
to  trade  as  such  on  June  1);  Fisons, 
Ltd.,  Cambridge  division  embracing 
the  group's  agricultural  chemicals, 
horticultural,  contracting  and  animal 
health  activities,  operates  from  Hars- 
ton  near  Cambridge;  Fisons,  Ltd., 
Loughborough  division,  operates  from 
its  Loughborough  headquarters  with  a 
small  divisional  staff  co-ordinating  the 
administration  of  its  pharmaceuticals, 
foods,  industrial  chemicals  and  scien- 
tific apparatus  activities.  Because  of 
the  diverse  markets  served,  the  division 
is  sectionalised  and  the  four  companies 
carrying  on  those  activities  retain  their 
separate  identities  for  external  pur- 
poses; Fisons,  Ltd.,  international 
division,  first  of  Fisons  operating  divi- 
sions to  be  established,  has  its  head- 
quarters at  Fison  House,  London.  The 
group's  subsidiary  companies  through- 
out the  world  will  retain  their  indivi- 
dual names  although  they  form  an  inte- 
gral part  of  the  division. 

BEECHAM  GROUP,  LTD.— The 
group's  prescription  medicine  business 
made  substantial  progress  over  the  past 
year — royalties  from  overseas  antibio- 
tics increased  from  £l'8m.  to  £2'6m., 
the  devaluation  element  being  £()'3m. 
states  the  chairman  (Mr.  H.  G.  Lazell), 
in  the  annual  report  for  the  year  ended 
March  31.  A  "noticeable"  increase  in 
the  sales  of  antibiotics  for  veterinary 
use  was  also  seen.  During  the  current 
year  £2-2m.  will  be  spent  on  pharma- 
ceutical research  and  development.  Re- 
ferring to  some  of  the  Sainsbury  Com- 
mittee's proposals  Mr.  Lazell  says  that 
"any  weakening  of  patent  protection 
must  make  British  companies  less  wil- 
ling to  undertake  fundamental  research. 
It  is  therefore  particularly  unsettling 
to  know  that  the  Minister  of  Health 
has  proposed  to  take  powers  to  over- 
ride patent  rights  for  all  Health  Service 
pharmaceutical  purchases."  The  new 
Medicines  Bill,  he  asserts,  provides  a 
"striking  example  of  detailed  inter- 
ference by  means  of  delegated  legisla- 
tion." As  previously  reported  (C.  &  D., 
June  1,  p.  487)  group  sales  increased 
to  £115-47m.  (from  £86-46m.).  Some 
£15m.  of  the  increase  was  attributable 
to  acquisitions,  but  overall  those  sales 
contributed  nothing  to  profits.  Of  the 
total  sales,  food  and  drink  products 
accounted  for  £32"  lm.;  advertised  toilet- 
ries and  home  remedies  £50"5m.;  phar- 
maceutical products  £25-5m.;  and  ani- 
mal feedstuff s  (six  months)  £7"4m.  They 
were  derived  as  to  £63  7m.  U.K.; 
£28"2m.  Western  Hemisphere;  Europe 
(excluding  U.K.)  £14-2m.;  and  other 
markets  £9"4m.  Goods  to  the  value  of 
£8'69m.  were  exported  from  the  UK. 
Dividend  is  17{  per  cent.  (16}  per  cent.). 


Meeting  of  Creditors 

COSMETIC  PRODUCTS  (U.K.), 
LTD.,  46  Green  Street,  London,  W.l. — 
At  the  first  meeting  of  creditors,  held 
recently  in  London,  the  company's 
assets  were  estimated  to  realise  £844, 
and  debts  at  £229,845.  The  official  re- 
ceiver refused  to  disclose  whether  the 
police  were  making  inquiries.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  a  matter  for  the  meet- 
ing. He  said  none  of  the  directors  of 
the  company  had  been  interviewed 
in  the  liquidation,  nor  had  it  been  pos- 
sible to  trace  the  secretary.  It  seemed 
that  up  to  September  29,  1967,  some 
100  wholesalers  had  paid  about 
£100,000  to  the  company.  On  that  date 
the  company  had  £11,969  in  the  bank. 
The  official  receiver  said  he  had  not 
seen  any  evidence  that  the  company 
had  made  any  provision  for  the  manu- 
facture or  supply  of  goods  before 
then.  But  it  appeared  orders  were 
placed  about  the  end  of  September  for 
dispatch  at  the  end  of  January.  Ac- 
cording to  records,  goods  priced  at 
£116,517  were  dispatched  or  prepared 
for  dispatch  during  January  and  Febru- 
ary. It  seemed  he  said,  that  from  the 
beginning  of  October  1967  to  some 
time  in  March  a  further  £100.000  was 
paid  to  the  company  by  wholesalers. 
Creditors  left  the  case  in  the  hands  of 
the  official  receiver  as  liquidator. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

GREYER,  BRECHEISEN  &  CO., 
LTD.,  have  removed  to  Finsbury 
Pavement  House.  120  Moorgate.  Lon- 
don, E.C.2  (telephone:  01-628  5347). 

TIMOTHY  WHITES  &  TAYLORS, 
LTD.,  have  transferred  their  Cocker- 
mouth,  Cumberland,  branch  to  56  Main 
Street  (from  44  Main  Street). 

DELANDALE  LABORATORIES, 
LTD.,  have  removed  to  Delandale 
House,  37  Old  Dover  Road,  Canter- 
bury. Kent,  (telephone:  Canterbury 
66353). 

TRENTHAM  LABORATORIES, 
H.T.L.  (NOTTINGHAM),  LTD.,  have 
removed  to  Easthorpe  House,  Lough- 
borough Road,  Ruddington,  Notting- 
ham, NG11  6LP  (telephone:  Notting- 
ham 211121). 

ASPLIN  CHEMICALS,  LTD.,  now 
trade  as  Asplin  division,  CIBA  Agro- 
chemicals,  Ltd.,  and  SOUTHERN 
AGRICULTURAL  SERVICES  (WIN- 
CHESTER), LTD..  as  Southern  agricul- 
tural division,  CIBA  Agrochemicals, 
Ltd.,  both  from  1  Milton  Road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Directors 

UNICHEM,  LTD.,  have  co-opted  Mr. 
Geoffrey  J.  White  (formerly  general 
manager)  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  board 
and  have  appointed  him  managing 
director. 

EVANS  MEDICAL.  LTD.  —  Dr. 
C.  H.  Smith  has  been  appointed  deputy 
managing  director.  Mr.  W.  B.  Emery 
(technical  development  director,  Glaxo 
Laboratories,  Ltd.),  is  to  transfer  to 
Evans  Medical.  Ltd..  about  October  1 
and  join  its  board  as  production 
director. 


YARDLEY  &  CO.,  LTD.— Mr.  D.  E. 
Mathews  (marketing  director,  Yard- 
ley  of  London,  Ltd.),  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  board  of  Yardley  and 
Co.,  Ltd.,  the  company  within  the 
British-American  Tobacco  organisation 
which  controls  the  Yardley  group  of 
worldwide  activities.  Mr.  D.  E. 
Mathews  joined  Yardley  in  1948  and 
was  previously  its  advertising  director 
and  subsequently  sales  director  for  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Executives 

HAARMANNT  REIMER.  LTD., 
have  appointed  Mr.  J.  S.  Crombie, 
B.Sc,  their  perfumer  and  chemist. 

H.  J.  HEINZ  CO.,  LTD.  —  Mr.  W. 
Haxton  is  being  appointed  general 
manager,  marketing  and  home  sales 
with  effect  from  October  1. 

OVERSEAS  VISITS 

MR.  R.  SIMONS  (managing  direc- 
tor, Inter-Alia  Pharmaceutical  Services, 
Ltd.).  recently  returned  from  a  business 
trip  in  Italy,  and  is  now  visiting  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico 
during  a  tour  of  approximately  four 
week's  duration. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR.  J.  HART,  M.P.S.,  St.  Samp- 
son's, Guernsey,  Channel  Isles,  retired 
from  business  at  the  end  of  June. 

MR.  L.  JONES,  161  London  Road, 
Dover,  retired  at  the  end  of  June,  Mr. 
Jones  was  for  many  years  superinten- 
dent chemist  at  the  Chatham  branch 
of  the  Chatham  Co-operative  Chemists 
Society,  Ltd.  After  qualifying  in  1925 
he  took  up  an  appointment  with  the 
Uganda  Government  as  chief  pharma- 
cist. Mr.  Jones  established  his  business 
in  Dover  twenty  years  ago  and  has  now 
sold  the  premises. 

DR.  O.  JARDETZKY,  currently 
director  of  the  department  of  bio- 
physics and  pharmacology,  Merck 
Sharp  &  Dohme  Research  Laboratories, 
Rahway.  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.,  has  been 
appointed  deputy  director  of  the  Medi- 
cal Research  Council's  molecular 
pharmacology  research  unit  at  Cam- 
bridge. The  unit's  main  objective  is 
the  study  of  the  molecular  mechanisms 
of  drug  action  with  the  aid  of  modern 
physical  techniques 

MR.  G.  LEDSHAM,  supervisor  in 
the  mixtures  section,  pharmaceutical 
manufacturing  division,  Evans  Medical, 
Ltd.,  retired  on  June  30  after  forty- 
eight  years  with  the  company.  An 
active  union  member  Mr.  Ledsham 
has  been  chairman  of  the  branch  of  the 
Union  of  Shop,  Distributive  and  Allied 
Workers  (the  main  negotiating  body  at 
Evans  Medical)  for  the  past  fifteen 
years.  He  has  agreed  to  stay  with  the 
company  for  a  short  time  to  assist 
in  the  new  training  scheme  for  pro- 
duction workers. 

DR.  H.  D.  TURNER  (assistant 
registrar,  University  of  Sheffield),  is  to 
succeed  Sir  Norman  Wright,  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science.  Dr.  Turner 
graduated  with  honours  in  chemistry 
at  the  University  of  Sheffield  in  1941. 
After  war  service  he  returned  to  Shef- 
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field  University  and  obtained  his  Ph.D. 
by  research.  Following  a  period  as  a 
senior  executive  with  Unilever,  Ltd.,  he 
again  returned  to  Sheffield  where  he 
was  responsible  for  the  organisation 
and  administration,  and  in  many  cases 
the  presentation,  of  all  the  scientific 
and  technological  courses  arranged  by 
the  University's  science  department.  He 
will  take  up  his  new  appointment 
towards  the  end  of  September. 

DEATHS 

BACON.— On  June  29,  Mr.  Arthur 
Bacon,  M.P.S.,  27  Ferth  Park  Avenue, 
Sheffield,  5,  aged  sixty-four.  Mr. 
Bacon  qualified  in  1926. 

BREAKEY.— On  June  15,  Mr.  John 
James  Brians  Breakey,  M.P.S.M.I.,  who 
qualified  in  1925.  Mr.  Breakey  served 
for  many  years  as  a  representative  for 
J.  &  J.  Haslett.  Ltd.,  wholesale  chemists, 
Belfast,  Northern  Ireland.  In  1928  he 
opened  a  pharmacy  at  376  Lisburn 
Road,  Belfast,  where  he  continued  in 
business  until  his  death.  He  is  survived 
by  a  son  and  daughter. 

ELMS.— On  May  10,  Miss  Edith 
Elms,  F.P.S.,  74  Caerau  Road,  New- 
port, Mon.  Miss  Elms  qualified  in  1906. 

FISH.— On  June  15,  Mr.  George 
John  Fish,  M.P.S.,  8  Lilymead  Avenue. 
Knowle,  Bristol  4.  Mr.  Fish  qualified 
in  1931. 


For  Hair  Care. — Nichol  Beauty  Pro- 
ducts, Ltd.,  Old  Farm  Avenue,  London, 
N.14,  offer  a  range  of  products  for 
supplementary  hair  care.  They  include 
four  types  of  shampoo,  two  types  of 
hair  spray  and  non-electric  heated 
rollers. 

U.K.  Distributors. — Rona  Labora- 
ries,  Ltd.,  Cadwell  Lane,  Hitchin, 
Herts,  are  distributors  in  England  for 
the  products  of  Delandale  Laborato- 
ries, Ltd. 

Price  Reduced. — Beecham  Research 
Laboratories,  Brentford,  Middlesex, 
state  that  the  price  of  Pyopen  (for  the 
treatment  of  refractory  gram-negative 
infections)  is  being  reduced  by  20  per 
cent. 

Metricated. — Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
Staines  Road,  Hounslow,  Middlesex, 
state  that,  from  July  1,  Paladac  is 
being  supplied  in  metric-size  packs 
(125  mils  replaces  1  oz.;  500  mils  re- 
places 16  oz.). 

Appointed  Agents. — Chas.  Zimmer- 
mann  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Perivale,  Middle- 
sex, have  been  appointed  sole  agents 
for  the  sale  and  distribution  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  mannitol,  B.P., 
manufactured  by  C.S.R.  Chemicals  Pty., 
Ltd.,  Australia. 

Outer  For  Special  Purpose. — Lilia- 
White  (Sales),  Ltd.,  Charford  Mills, 
Birmingham,  8,  are  introducing  outer 
case  of  Golden  Babe.  The  case  con- 
tains 3  doz.  10's  packed  into  sealed 
polythene  bags.  The  outer  is  "flashed" 
with  pack  details. 

Annual  Holiday. — The  annual  works 
holiday  of  Manesty  Machines,  Ltd., 
Speke,  Liverpool,  24,  is  this  year 
being  taken  from  Friday,  July  26,  to 
Monday,  August  12.  The  factory  will 


GRAY— On  June  12,  Mrs.  Janet 
Aitken  Gray,  M.P.S.,  21  Runrobin 
Street,  Helmsdale,  Sutherland.  Mrs. 
Gray  qualified  in  1934. 

KENNEY.— Recently,  Mr.  Nigel 
Thomas  Kenney,  M.P.S.,  manager  of 
the  Sandown,  Isle  of  Wight,  branch  of 
Boots,  Ltd.,  Mr.  Kenney,  who  quali- 
fied in  1955,  died  two  days  after  being 
admitted  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  New- 
port, I.O.W.  He  took  up  his  Sandown 
post  in  the  autumn  of  1967  from  Mid- 
hurst,  Sussex,  where  his  wife  and 
family  were  still  living;  they  were  to 
have  joined  him  in  their  new  home 
in  Shanklin  early  this  month. 

PURDON.— On  May  30,  Miss 
Louisa  Purdon,  M.P.S.,  19  Griffin 
Street,  Deal,  Kent.  Miss  Purdon  quali- 
fied in  1916. 

SCHOFIELD. — On  June  11,  Mr. 
Harry  Schofield,  M.P.S.,  46  Adcott 
Road,  Middlesbrough,  Yorkshire.  Mr. 
Schofield  qualified  in  1935. 

SMITH. — In  a  road  accident  on 
June  23,  Mrs.  Bridget  Smith,  John 
Street,  Drogheda.  Eire,  mother  of  Mr. 
Brendan  Smith,  M.P.S.I.  (secretary  of 
the  Irish  Drug  Association).  At  the 
funeral  on  June  25  a  number  of  phar- 
macists were  present  including  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Association  (Mr.  W. 
Gardner)  and  vice-president  (Mr. 
Malachy  Brophy)   and   members  and 

TRADE  NOTES 

be  closed  but  essential  administrative 
services  are  being  maintained  with  a 
reduced  staff. 

An  "Economy"  Size. — Gerhardt- 
Penick,  Ltd.,  Thornton  Laboratories, 
Purley  Way,  Croydon,  Surrey,  have 
made  available  an  economy  pack  of 
twenty-four  Fresh'n  Dainty  tissues.  The 
product  is  distributed  by  Dendron 
Richards  &  Appleby,  Ltd.,  94  Rick- 
mansvvorth  Road,  Watford,  Herts. 

User  Rights  Acquired. — B.D.H. 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  confirm  that 
Cox-Continental,  Ltd.,  have  acquired 
user  rights  in  the  trade  marks  Tercin 
and  Sol-tercin,  and  from  July  5  be- 
come solely  responsible  for  the  manu- 
facture and  marketing  of  those  pro- 
ducts. Pack  sizes  and  prices  are  un- 
changed. 

Service  Agents  Appointed. — Electric- 
shaver  dealers  with  repair  facilities  are 
being  offered  local  sales  and  service 
agencies  by  Schick  Electric,  Ltd.,  102 
New  Bond  Street,  London,  W.l.  The 
company's  summer  programme  includes 
a  £2  trade-in  offer  on  any  make  of 
shaver  against  the  purchase  of  a  new 
Schick  Custom,  super  three-speed  or 
Cordless. 

Storage  Space  Halved. — Johnson  & 
Johnson  (Great  Britain),  Ltd.,  Slough, 
Bucks,  announce  that  they  are  com- 
pressing 200  Johnson's  incontineuce 
pads  (size  24  in.  by  16}  in.)  into  the 
space  previously  occupied  by  100.  The 
pads  are  made  with  a  cover  of  Key-bak 
non-woven  fabric  and  contain  multiple 
layers  of  absorbent  tissue  with  poly- 
coated  water-repellent  back. 

Drugs  from  Poland.  —  Ciech  Import 
and  Export  of  Chemicals,  Ltd.,  Jasna 
12,  Warsaw,  Poland,  are  making  avail- 


former  members  of  the  Association's 
committee.  The  president  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland  (Mr. 
M.  L.  Cashman),  and  registrar  (Mr. 
J.  G.  Coleman)  and  members  of  the 
Council  also  attended. 

TILBURY  — On  June  29,  Mr.  Harry 
Bertie  Tilbury,  M.P.S.,  133  Portland 
Road.  Hove.  Mr.  Tilbury  qualified  in 
1925  and  had  been  in  retail  practice 
for  more  than  forty  years. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Howard  writes:  Mr. 
Tilbury  was  a  keen  sportsman, 
especially  interested  in  cricket  and  golf, 
and  for  many  years  he  had  been  a 
boating  and  sailing  enthusiast.  His 
many  friends  will  deplore  his  passing 
and  extend  deepest  sympathy  to  his 
widow  and  other  members  of  his 
family. 

VOLTER.— On  June  18,  Mr.  Paul 
John  Francis  Volter,  M.P.S.,  55-57 
Aberford  Road,  Oulton,  nr.  Leeds.  Mr. 
Volter  qualified  in  1929. 

WALKER.— On  April  29,  Mrs. 
Julia  Isabel  Walker,  M.P.S.,  Flat  9, 
101  Langley  Road,  Watford,  Hertford- 
shire. Mrs.  Walker  qualified  in  1962. 

WEBSTER.— Suddenly  on  July  1 
Mr.  Ronald  Peter  Webster,  representa- 
tive of  Maws  Pharmacy  Supplies,  Ltd., 
Barnet,  aged  48.  Mr.  Webster  joined 
Maws  ten  years  ago  and  represented 
the  company  in  the  North  of  England. 


able,  through  Anglo-Dal,  Ltd.,  Chester- 
field House,  Bloomsbury  Way,  Lon- 
don, W.C.I,  a  range  of  Polish  pharma- 
ceuticals, including  antibiotics,  sul- 
phonamides,  salicylates,  alkaloids,  car- 
dioactive glycosides,  dextran,  and  sera 
and  vaccines. 

Products  Taken  Over. — Cox-Contin- 
ental, Ltd.,  85  Church  Road,  Hove, 
Sussex,  have  acquired  from  B.D.H. 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  user  rights  of 
the  trade  marks  Anorvit  and  Cobadex, 
and  took  over  on  July  1  the  sole 
responsibility  for  manufacturing  and 
marketing  Anorvit  tablets  and  Coba- 
dex ointment.  Packs  and  prices  are 
unchanged. 

Fast-selling    Aerosol    Range. — With 

their  new  range  of  aerosols  including 
Impact  hair  spray,  Impel  body  fresh- 
ener and  deodorant,  Impart  hair  lustre, 
Impress  hair  spray  and  Impora  body 
oil,  Sadler  Cosmetics  (Southern  Aero- 
sol Co.,  Ltd.,  9  Westbourne  Place, 
Hove,  Sussex)  offer  chemists  "biggest 
profit-margins  in  terms  of  unit  sales 
and  repeat  business." 

Distribution  in  Scotland. — Brown 
Gray  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Cambuslang  Road, 
Eastfield,  Cambuslang,  Glasgow,  claim 
to  be  the  "only  independent  compre- 
hensive wholesaler  in  Scotland."  They 
carry  extensive  stocks  of  "ethicals," 
proprietaries  and  toiletries  and  offer  a 
twenty-four-hour  telephone  service  with 
quick,  regular  delivery  to  all  areas  in 
the  country. 

Metric  Packs. — Allen  &  Hanburys, 
Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London,  E.2,  are 
supplying  Sednine,  Triptafen-DA  sus- 
pension and  Triptaf en-Forte  suspen- 
sion in  150-mil  bottles  instead  of  the 
previous  5-oz.  containers.  The  2-litre 
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pack  of  Sednine  and  500-mil  packs  of 
Triptafen-DA  and  Triptaf en-Forte  sus- 
pension continue  available. 

Five  New  Baby-food  Varieties. — To 

meet  a  demand  from  mothers  for  in- 
creased variety  at  meal  times,  the  baby 
food  group  of  H.  J.  Heinz  Co.,  Ltd., 
Hayes    Park,    Hayes,    Middlesex,  are 


launching  five  new  varieties  in  4{-oz. 
cans.  The  new  varieties  are  strained 
orange  and  cereal  breakfast;  strained 
peaches;  "junior"  peaches;  "junior" 
pears;  and  "junior"  banana-and-rose- 
hip  dessert. 

Supply  Resumed. — British  Glandular 
Products,  Ltd.,  7  Kensington  Church 
Court,  London,  W.7,  regret  that,  since 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  their  cos- 
metic division  has  had  some  difficulty 
in  maintaining  a  steady  supply  of  Lip- 
Cote  to  stockists  (a  situation  that  arose 
through  difficulty  in  obtaining  the 
special  brushes  and  caps  required  for 
use  with  that  product)  but  state  that 
Lip-Cote  is  now  again  on  the  market 
and  deliveries  are  normal. 

Catching  Up  With  the  Demand. — 
Inter  Alia  Pharmaceutical  Services, 
Ltd.,  1  Kempton  Road,  London,  E.6, 
state  that,  owing  to  the  exceptionally 
heavy  demand  for  KH3  resulting  from 
a  News  of  the  World  article  on  June  30, 
some  delay  in  executing  orders  has 
been  inevitable.  Everything  possible  is 
being  done  to  minimise  the  delay,  and 
it  is  hoped  to  clear  any  outstanding 
orders  by  early  in  the  week  commenc- 
ing July  8. 

Change  of  Pack. — Paines  &  Byrne, 
Ltd.,  Paybyrn  Laboratories,  Perivale, 
Greenford,  Middlesex,  announce  that, 
when  present  stocks  of  the  Smith, 
Miller  &  Patch  ophthalmic  solutions  in 
15-mil  containers  are  exhausted,  future 
supplies  will  be  in  10-mil  Unidrop 
vials.  The  products  affected  are :  Atro- 
pine and  homatropine  SMP,  Miocar- 
pine,  Vasocon  A,  Vasosulf  and  Vaso- 
zinc.  Packs  of  Ad-Pilo,  Vasopred, 
Vasocidin,  Vasodex  and  Vasodex  forte 
are  unchanged. 

Approved  Appliances.  Appliances  re- 
cently approved  by  the  British  Elec- 
trical Approvals  Board  include  electric 
blankets  by  Blanella,  Ltd.,  Thorpe  Arch 
Mill,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks  (the  Cozee 
Cumfort  AO/S)  and  Thermega.  Ltd.,  37 
Thurloe  Street,  London,  S.W.7  (the 
T/WD);  hair  dryers  by  Ronson  Pro- 
ducts Ltd.,  Randalls  Road,  Leatherhead, 
Surrey  (portable  model  RI  001)  and 
Schick  Incorporated,  (U.K.)  Ltd.,  New 
Pound,  Wisborough  Green,  Billinghurst, 
Sussex  (helmet-type  Lady  Schick  Capri 
consolette  model  315EA);  and  shaver 
by  Remington  Electric  Shavers,  Ltd. 
(rechargeable  model  CV  550). 


Insulin  Prices. — Boots  Pure  Drug 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Station  Street,  Nottingham, 
BDH  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Birkbeck 
Street,  London,  E.2,  and  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  Wellcome  Building, 
Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.I,  an- 
nounce increases  in  their  prices  for 
insulin  from  July  5.  The  new  prices  are 
uniform  for  the  three  companies  but 
only  those  of  BDH  Pharmaceuticals, 
Ltd.,  and  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 
appear  in  this  week's  price  supplement, 
the  prices  of  the  Boots  products  hav- 
ing been  notified  too  late  for  inclusion. 
Weddel  Pharmaceuticals,  14  West 
Smithfield,  London,  E.C.I,  state  that 
they  are  not  increasing  their  prices  at 
the  present  time. 

New  Selling  Arrangements. — From 
July  1  the  Drummer  and  Dolly  house- 
hold products  of  Wm.  Edge  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  Bolton,  Lanes,  are  being  sold  in 
the  United  Kingdom  (excluding 
Northern  Ireland)  by  Meltonian  Wren, 
Ltd.,  London,  N.W.2.  On  that  date  the 
Edge  Meltonian  Wren  sales  forces  are 
being  merged.  Trade  terms,  ordering, 
invoicing  and  dispatch  procedures  for 
both  Edge  and  Meltonian  Wren  pro- 
ducts are  unaltered.  The  pharmaceuti- 
cal products  of  Roberts'  Croupline, 
Ltd.,  previously  handled  by  Messrs. 
Edge,  are  in  future  being  sold  by  a 
new  Roberts'  Croupline  sales  force, 
who  will  also  take  over  responsibility 
from  Meltonian  Wren,  Ltd.,  for  the 
sale  of  Kay's  linseed  compound. 

Information  for  Manufacturers 

Perfumery  Concentrates. — Chas.  Zim- 
mermann  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Dega  Works, 
Walmgate  Road,  Perivale,  Middlesex, 
are  suppliers  of  the  Dega  brand  per- 
fumery concentrates  for  soaps,  per- 
fumes, cosmetics  and  aerosols. 

"Know-how"  for  Small  Exporters. 
—  Small  companies  wishing  to  ex- 
port but  lacking  trained  staff  in  the 
export  field  are  invited  to  contact 
Export  Alert,  Ltd.,  20  London 
Road,  Horsham,  Sussex,  who  offer  to 
look  after  every  aspect  of  exporting  — 
including  product  and  market  evalua- 
tion, selection,  appointment  and  per- 
sonal administration  of  distributors 
abroad. 

"Training  Packages."  —  Heinemann 

Training  Services,  Ltd.,  15  Queen  Street, 
London,  W.l,  has  been  formed  to 
unite  the  facilities  of  Heinemann  pub- 
lishing organisation  with  Eothen  Films 
and  Learning  Systems,  Ltd.  (a  sister 
company  in  the  Inbucon  group  of 
management  consultants).  The  new 
company  will  specialise  in  supplying 
"training  packages"  (combinations  of 
visual/audio  techniques  used  in  modern 
training  systems — including  films  and 
film  loops,  instructional  pamphlets  and 
handbooks,  textbooks,  programmed 
texts,  overhead  projection  material,  wall 
charts,  video  and  sound  tapes,  etc.). 

Bonus  Offers 

Southern  Aerosol  Co.,  Ltd.,  9 
Westbourne  Place,  Hove,  Sussex.  Sad- 
ler cosmetics  range  of  aerosols.  Extra 
10  per  cent.  Till  August  31. 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Old- 
bury.  Birmingham.  Three  bottles  Car- 
nation corn  paint  with  order  for  3  doz. 


Carnation  corn  caps,  1  doz.  Carnation 
corn  rings  thin  S.A.  and  six  chiropody 
felt  medium  S.A.  Until  August  3.  Offer 
is  additional  to  previously  announced 
bonus  offer.  Parcels  are  available  direct 
or  from  depots  of  Vestric,  Ltd.,  James 
Taylor,  Ltd.,  Glasgow  and  Dundee, 
Graham  Tatford,  Ltd.,  Portsmouth, 
Ridley,  Ltd.,  Carlisle  and  Fairbank 
Kirby,  Ltd.,  Grimsby. 

Mallory  Batteries,  Ltd.,  Gatwick 
Road,  Crawley,  Sussex.  Duracell  MN 
1500.  Thirteen  invoiced  as  twelve. 

Premium  Offers 

Lilia-White  (Sales),  Ltd.,  Charford  Mills, 
Birmingham,  8.  Golden  Babe  nappy  liners. 
Airstrip  voucher  value  6d.  in  each  pack.  For 
a  limited  period.  "3d.  and  6d."  off  promotion 
extended  until  July  12. 

Phillips,  Scott  &  Turner,  Co.,  2  St. 
Mark's  Hill,  Surbiton,  Surrey.  Sona  Blue 
Cologne  bath  salts.  Threepence  off  on  the 
12-oz    pack;  sixpence  off  20-oz.  pack. 

Progress  Shaving  Brush  (Vulfix),  Ltd., 
Peel  Road.  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  Vulfix  shav- 
ing brushes.  Shaving  mug  free  with  parcel  No. 
912  (3  Piccadilly,  3  Hyde  Park,  3  Strand,  3 
Burlington,  3  Mayfair,  3  Grosvenor  shaving 
brushes). 

Mallory  Batteries,  Ltd.,  Gatwick  Road, 
Crawley,  Sussex.  Mallory  Duracell  MN  1500 
manganese  alkaline  batteries.  Free  lens  cleaner 
with  standard  pack  of  four  cells. 

Sheranel,  Ltd.,  2  Cross  Green  Lane.  Leeds, 
9.  Meeson  Vacuumatic  massager.  Refill  free 
to  each  purchaser  during  a  limited  period. 

Trade  Shows 

H.  BRONNLEY  &  CO.,  LTD.,  Brackley, 
Northants,   Norwich,   Castle  hotel,  July  9-11. 

J.  GROSSMITH.  LTD..  41  Piccadilly,  Lon- 
don, W.l.  Leeds,  Metropole  hotel,  July  8-12. 

LENTHERIC,  LTD.,  17  Old  Bond  Street, 
London.  W.l.  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  Royal 
Station  hotel,  July  8-10;  Leeds,  Metropole 
hotel,  July  8-11. 

PETER  &  RICHARD  (LONDON).  LTD.,  275 
Cricklesvood  Broadway,  London,  N.W.2.  Grand 
hotel,  Brighton,  during  Perfumery  Fair  (July 
14-18). 

SHULTON  (GREAT  BRITAIN),  LTD.,  100 
Brompton  Road,  London,  S.W.3.  Norwich, 
Castle  hotel,  July  8-11. 

Competitions 

Ovaltiners'  Club  Balloon  race.  Blenheim 
Palace.  Sunday  afternoon,  July  7  (1,000  prizes 
to  Ovaltiners  whose  balloons  travel  furthest). 


"HIGHLY  COMMENDED":  In  the  "Shop 
for  tomorrow"  design  award  (see  C.  &  D., 
December  16,  1967,  p.  563)  offered  by  Alcan 
(U.K.  I,  Ltd.,  30  Berkeley  Square.  London, 
W.l.  one  of  the  finalists  was  a  chemist, 
W.  H.  Chanter,  365  Tong  Road,  Bradford, 
Yorks.  Mr.  Chanter's  shopfront  was  made  by 
Aluminium  Profiles,  Ltd.,  and  put  in  by  Fox 
Bros.  Storefitters,  Ltd.,  Globe  Mills,  City 
Road,  Bradford.  Mr.  Chanter's  entry,  though 
it  did  not  gain  the  award,  was  highly  com- 
mended. 

INFORMATION  WANTED 

The  Editor  would  appreciate  information  about! 

Crason  knee  pads 
Lax-Pax  dressings 
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NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 


OVER-THE-COUNTER  MEDICINALS 

Against    Minor    Skin    Disorders. — 

Dales  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Power 
Road.  London.  W.4,  have  launched  a 
range  of  soaps,  baths  and  shampoos  for 
use  in  a  variety  of  minor  skin  dis- 
orders. The  soaps  (Aveeno-bar  and 
Acnaveen-bar)  are  each  available  in 
75-gm.  bars,  Aveen  colloidal  oatmeal 
in  packs  of  1  lb.  and  4  lb.,  and  Aveeno 
Oilated  in  pack  of  10  oz.  The  shampoo, 
Sebaveen,  is  in  4-oz.  bottle. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

Men's  "Face  Saver." — The  Aramis 
division  of  Estee  Lauder  Cosmetics, 
Ltd.,  18  Davies  Street,  London,  W.l, 
have  developed  a  new  double-action 
cream  described  as  "the  all-night  face 
saver  that  makes  the  morning  shave 
easier,  more  effective,  longer  lasting." 

Eye-lash  Improvements.  —  Mary 
Quant  Cosmetics,  Ltd.,  whose  products 
are  distributed  by  Myram  Picker,  Ltd., 
Hook  Rise,  Surbiton,  Surrey,  have 
created  wing-shaped  eyelashes  (widest 
at  the  outer  end),  round-eyed  lashes 
(full  and  dense  at  the  middle,  finer 
at  both  ends)  and  "fringey"  lashes 
("positively  the  longest").  All  are  in 
new  hinged  case  with  adhesive. 

CLEANERS 

Lens     and     Screen     Cleaner. — The 

Odesco  lens  and  screen  cleaner  for 
spectacles  and  sun-glasses,  manufac- 
tured by  Couronne,  Ltd.,  London,  W.2, 
and  distributed  through  depots  of 
wholesalers  in  the  Onward  Pharmaceu- 
tical Services  Group,  3  Sicilian  Avenue, 


UNS  &  SCREEN  CLEANER 
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London,  W.C.I,  is  also  suitable  for 
cleaning  records  and  tape-recorder 
heads,  plastic  and  enamel  appliances, 
car  screens  and  driving  mirrors,  etc. 

VETERINARY  SPECIALITIES 

Clearing  Sheep  of  Round-Worms. — 

A  new  "simple-to-use,  safe  and  effec- 
tive" anthelmintic  for  sheep  is  being 
launched  by  the  agricultural  division  of 
Smith  Kline  &  French  Laboratories, 
Ltd.,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts.  The 
product,  Heimatac,  a  4  per  cent,  solu- 
tion containing  1136  mgm.  of  parben- 
dazole  per  fi.  oz.,  kills  both  adult  and 
immature  round  worms  and  their  eggs, 
protects  against  the  weight  losses  that 
usually  follow  worm  infections,  and  is 
safe  up  to  25  times  the  recommended 
dosage  level.  It  has  been  cleared  under 


Heimatac 


Helmata 


Heimatac  is  available  in  easy-to-handle  2-pint 
and  l-gal).  plastic  containers. 

the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's  Veterinary 
Products  Safety  Precautions  scheme. 
Features  are  that  it  may  be  used  with 
normal  drenching  equipment,  does  not 
stain  the  fleece,  is  compatible  with  fluke 
drenches  and  organophosphorus  sheep 
dips,  and  has  a  taste  sheep  seem  to 
like.  The  new  anthelmintic,  after  hav- 
ing originated  in  the  S.K.  &  F.  re- 
search laboratories  in  Philadelphia, 
U.S.A.,  was  developed  commercially 
after  intensive  co-operative  research 
efforts  by  teams  in  the  United  States, 
United  Kingdom,  South  Africa  and 
Australia.  Considerable  help  in  testing 
the  product  on  worm-free  sheep  speci- 
ally infected  with  particular  species  was 


given  by  the  Stock,  Essex,  laboratories 
of  the  Animal  Health  Trust.  It  high- 
lighted the  need  for  a  differential  dos- 
age rate  against  Nematodirus  battus  in 
some  circumstances  and  showed  an 
almost  total  elimination  of  Haemon- 
chus  contortus  and  other  round-worm 
species.  A  major  part  of  the  product 
formulation  work  was  co-ordinated  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  which  is,  too, 
the  first  territory  in  which  the  product 
becomes  available.  The  pure  drug  is 
being  manufactured  by  Bridge  Chemi- 
cals, an  S.K.  &  F.  subsidiary  in  Kent, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  world 
distribution  is  being  handled  from  Wel- 
wyn Garden  City.  Heimatac  is  under- 
stood to  remain  stable  under  normal 
conditions  for  at  least  two  years.  It  is 
presented  in  easy-to-handle  plastic  con- 
tainers of  2  pints  and  1  gall. 

SUNDRIES 

Nursing  Aids. — Surgicgoods,  Ltd. 
Universal  House,  High  Street,  St. 
Albans,  Herts,  have  introduced  new 
items  in  a  range  of  nursing  aids  de- 
signed by  Mr.  K.  W.  Harris.  The  heel 
guard  illustrated  on  this  page  is  shap- 
ed to  rest  the  ankle  on  the  achilles  ten- 
don eliminating  pressure  on  the  heel. 
It  thus  protects  the  heel  from  friction 
and  rubbing,  and  its  liners  are  of 
washable  foam,  which  can  "breathe" 
and  allow  the  air  to  circulate.  The  heel 
guard  is  fitted  around  the  ankle  with 
nylon  tape-lined  with  a  washable  foam 
on  the  instep  and  is  fitted  with  a 
quick  fastening  and  release  device.  The 
guards  are  ideal  for  geriatric  and  long- 
stay  bed  patients.  A  collar  ankle  sup- 
port, also  illustrated,  is  supplied  spray- 
ed or  in  natural  foam  with  a  nylon 
cover  to  allow  patients  to  slide  their 
feet  without  friction.  The  supports  are 
described  as  "invaluable  for  restless 
sleepers."  A  special  wedge-shaped  cut 
occurs  where  the  tendon  achilles  is 
rested  and  a  centre  core  on  which  the 
leg  rests  is  cut  diagonally  across  to 
form  a  triangle.  A  third  item,  a  rotary 
heel  support,  is  a  departure  from  the 
double  and  single  supports  in  that  it 
is  "attached"  to  the  patient.  A  centre 
core  on  which  the  leg  rests  is  cut  dia- 
gonally across  to  form  a  triangle  like 
a  piece  of  cheese  and  the  tendon 
achilles  is  rested  on  the  escarpment. 
The  support  has  a  launderable  calico 
liner  and  is  available  in  two  sizes 
suitable  for  adults  and  children. 


New  nursing  aids  by 
Surgicgoods,  Ltd., 
High  Street,  St. 
Albans,  Herts.  Left, 
Heel  guard.  Centre, 
Rotary  heel  support. 
Right,  Collar  ankle 
support 
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Correspondence 


Two-sided 

Sir, — I  hope  that  all  those  chemists 
who  are  busy  selling  the  latest  nostrum 
publicised  by  the  News  of  the  World 
will  not  be  disappointed  if  the  Govern- 
ment finally  decide  that  there  is  no 
justification  for  restricting  the  sale  of 
medicines  to  pharmacists. 

R.  J.  Hayhurst, 
Nelson,  Lanes 


Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender, 
for  publication.  The  Editor  does  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the 

so  many  were  signed  "Nil  Desperan- 
dum"  or  "Dum  Spiro  Spero."  After 
many  long  years  of  pharmacy  I  have 
realised  why  these  names  were  used 
and  the  spirit  that  prompted  their  use. 

H.  G.  A.  Cripps, 
Hitch  in,  Herts 
P.S.  I  even  had  to  work  hard  as  a 
student   to   pass   my   exams   (at  my 
father's  expense  of  course). 


When  Will  They  Ever  Learn? 

Sir, — A  new  use  for  old  apparatus. 
In  "Digs  and  Diggers"  Leonard  Cot- 
trell  is  talking  about  the  Indus  Valley 
excavations  on  Harappa  and  the  work 
done  by  Wheeler.  On  page  193  he 
states :  — 

In  modern  Kashmir,  grain  is  still 
pounded  by  this  method.  Coolies  or 
labourers  wielding  great  mortars  grind 
the  grain  in  similar  pestles,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  some  3,000 
years  ago  Harappan  labourers  were 
doing  the  same. 
I  am  always  willing  to  learn. 

W.  P.  Richards, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme,  Staffs 

Through  Some  Wholesalers 

Sir, — You  print  an  announcement 
under  "Bonus  Offers"  in  your  current 
issue  (C.  &  D.,  June  29,  p.  584)  of  an 
offer  by  Wilkinson  Sword  of  razor 
blades  at  savings  of  lis.  per  pack  of 
fifty  and  5s.  6d.  per  pack  of  twenty- 
five,  "through  wholesalers."  In  the  in- 
terests of  accuracy,  may  we  point  out 
that  this  should  read  "through  certain 
selected  wholesalers  only."  A  large 
number  of  wholesalers  like  ourselves, 
have  been  told  by  Wilkinsons  that  this 
offer  is  not  available  to  us,  and  we 
should  be  grateful  for  the  courtesy  of 
your  columns  so  that  those  chemists 
who  may  rightfully  request  supplies  of 
razor  blades  under  this  offer  from  their 
usual  wholesalers  may  understand  why, 
in  many  cases,  their  orders  cannot  be 
fulfilled. 

Scott  Bros.  (Chemists  Supplies), 

Ltd., 
London,  E.l 

Alas  For  What  Might  Have  Been 

Sir, — As  a  chemist /optician /photo- 
graphic dealer  and  small  shopkeeper 
I  am  told  by  my  various  organisations 
(fees  about  £100  per  year)  that  each 
successive  year  for  me  will  present 
more  problems  and  that  my  life  will 
become  increasingly  more  difficult,  but 
that  if  I  work  harder  and  longer  hours, 
be  more  efficient  and  (I  am  sorry  most 
unprofessional)  be  more  competitive,  I 
might  with  reasonable  luck  survive.  So 
far  as  I  can  see  if  I  had  chosen  any 
other  work  of  life  all  I  would  have  to 
do  would  be  to  go  slow,  strike,  work- 
to-rule  and  generally  slack  and  waste 
my  time  and  I  would  obtain  more 
money  for  less  work,  shorter  hours  with 
much  less  responsibility  (or  greater 
irresponsibility).  When  I  was  young 
apprentices  and  I  used  to  read  the 
letters  in  the  Society's  journal  and 
C.  &  D.  and  I  used  to  wonder  why 


Prescription  Charge  Frustrations 

Sir, — I  note  that  our  negotiators 
were  content  to  accept  a  derisory  one 
penny  per  script  (reducing)  for  the 
fantastic  amount  of  extra  work  in- 
volved in  not  collecting  prescription 
charges.  My  exemption  claims  are 
running  a  little  of  60  per  cent,  of  pre- 
scriptions, and  I  have  yet  to  meet  one 
properly  filled  in.  The  average  extra 
time  involved  is  greater  than  that  re- 
quired for  dispensing  the  scripts,  and 
this  does  not  include  the  time  which 
will  be  required  for  double  sorting.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  extra  payment 
should  be  certainly  not  less  than  the 
present  dispensing  fee,  although  it  may 
reduce  to  that  in  a  reasonable  time  as 
one  or  two  patients  fill  in  their  forms. 

C.  R.  Thewlis 
Middlesbrough 

Sir, — From  the  letters  and  complaints 
it  is  obvious  that  far  too  much  time 
is  spent  in  helping  the  patients  to  fill 
out  their  prescriptions.  All  I  am  con- 
cerned with  is  that  the  payment  is  made 
or  a  signature  appears  on  the  back  of 
the  prescription.  The  remainder  of  the 
form  is  no  concern  of  mine,  whether 
it  is  filled  in  or  not.  I  value  my  time 
at  fifteen  seconds  for  one  penny,  and 
as  half  of  this  time  is  taken  up  in 
sorting,  it  leaves  me  with  not  more 
than  seven  seconds  to  answer  any 
queries.  If  they  wish  to  know  if  they 
are  exempt  from  payment,  then  I  ask 
if  they  have  an  exemption  form.  If 
they  haven't,  I  suggest  they  take  a 
receipt  and  get  in  touch  with  the 
Ministry  of  Social  Security  (sounds  like 
MI5).  That  is  as  far  as  I  will  go.  If 
the  patient  feels  that  he  is  entitled  to 
exemption  and  signs  the  prescription 
without  having  an  exemption  form, 
then  why  should  I  question  it?  My 
advice,  is — don't  waste  a  second  on 
details  that  don't  concern  us  and  that 
we  are  not  paid  to  find  out. 

Ad  Nauseam 

Sir. — In  the  first  week  of  the  latest 
sickness  levy  scheme  it  is  apparent  that, 
even  if  matters  do  improve  later,  the 
payment  for  extra  services  involved, 
both  then  and  now.  is  absolutely  un- 
realistic. The  amount  to  be  paid  is  a 
further  extension  of  the  economist/ 
accountant  outlook,  which  by  arbitrary 
imposition  is  cheapening  and  thereby 
undermining  the  service.  The  chair- 
borne,  slide-rule  brigade  fail  to  appre- 
ciate the  end  result  of  the  difference 
between  over  and  under-payment,  which 
inevitably  will  lead  to  lower  standards, 
further  aggravation  of  our  present 
difficulties,   and   other  as   yet  unseen 


not  necessarily 
views  expressed. 

troubles.  Unless  future  Ministers  of 
Health  place  some  trust  and  faith  in 
the  pharmaceutical  profession  regard- 
ing guidance  and  reasonable  demands, 
serious  consequences  to  the  Health 
Service  must  lie  ahead. 

P.  Goodman, 
Stanningley,  Yorks 

Sir, — Although  only  a  pharmacist 
manager  I  am  interested  to  know 
whether  any  preliminary  discussions 
are,  or  have  been,  taking  place  be- 
tween the  chemist  contractors'  com- 
mittee and  the  Ministry  of  Health  re- 
garding the  serious  pecuniary  loss  to 
all  pharmacist  contractors  following  the 
introduction  of  the  2s.  6d.  prescrip- 
tion charge.  Initially  the  drop  in  the 
number  of  items  dispensed  appears  to 
be  in  the  region  of  25  per  cent,  and 
even  if,  at  a  later  date,  this  levels  out 
at  15-20  per  cent.,  the  financial  loss 
is  still  going  to  be  considerable.  For 
example  a  pharmacy  doing  2,000  items 
per  month  has  suddenly  had  this  re- 
duced to  1,500.  The  loss  in  dispensing 
fees  alone  comes  to  £56  or  over  £12 
weekly  (average).  The  penny  increase 
is,  of  course,  irrelevant.  It  merely 
covers,  or  is  supposed  to  cover,  extra 
clerical  work.  The  matter  is  of  urgent 
importance  to  all  practising  pharma- 
cists since  managers'  salaries  are  natur- 
ally dependent  upon  their  employers* 
receiving  adequate  remuneration  for 
the  service  they  provide.  We  seem  to 
be  little  more  these  days  than  puppets 
at  the  end  of  politicians'  strings. 

B.  Kent  Jones, 
Ley  land,  Lanes 

Sir, — I  note  from  today's  [June  26] 
B.B.C.  television  programme  "Some- 
thing for  Nothing"  that  doctors  do  not 
wish  to  become  "like  chemists  and  hair- 
dressers." It  is  no  wonder  we  are  held 
in  disdain  by  the  doctors  when  our 
negotiators  think  that  a  penny  or  a 
halfpenny  is  a  proper  increase  in  fees. 
Doctors  would  never  at  any  time  con- 
sider or  even  discuss  the  increase  in 
fee  of  a  part  of  a  penny.  In  1951  or 
1952  we  were  told  by  our  negotiators 
we  would  dispense  with  the  point  of  a 
penny  in  fees.  What  kind  of  negotiators 
have  we  that  can  denigrate  our  pro- 
fession to  such  depths?  Are  our  nego- 
tiators really  fit  to  negotiate  for  us? 
Do  any  of  them  practise  pharmacy  or 
do  they  delegate  their  duties  to  another 
pharmacist?  We  have  reached  the  stage 
where  I  am  getting  scripts  for  parent 
and  child  on  one  form  and  the  patient 
claiming  exemption  on  part  of  script 
only  and  wishing  to  pay  2s.  6d.  for 
adult,  nothing  for  the  child.  I  also 
have  to  ask  90  per  cent,  of  customers 
"Child  under  fifteen?"  or  "Are  you 
over  sixty-five?"  or  "Would  you  like 
to  sign?"  I  have  to  provide  Biro  and 
desk.  Why  do  they  have  to  sign?  "No 
charge"  should  be  automatically  "No 
charge."  Also  we  are  now  getting  scripts 
for  200  phenobarb..  240  prednisolone. 
The  patient  must  get  a  full  half-crown's 
worth!  I  received  one  script  for  "Tof- 
ranil 25  mgm.  One  4  in  d.  3/12,  ditto 
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Librium  5  mgm.  Two  t.d.s.  3/12."  Is 
this  what  we  are  coming  to?  Are  we 
back  to  the  old  excessive  prescribing 
with  subsequent  loss  of  script  turn- 
over. Are  we  so  childish  as  to  do  the 
doctors'  work  and  at  a  point  of  a 
penny?  No  wonder  the  students'  revolt 
jtpok  place.  It  is  time  we  revolted  and 
sacked  our  negotiators.  We  should  not 
accept  terms  dictated  to  us  from  above. 

Chemist,  Middlesex 

A  Recruiting  Letter 

Sir, — Correspondence  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical Press  indicates  how  dissatisfied 
most  pharmacists  are  with  the  working 
of  the  2s.  6d.  prescription  levy.  An 
editorial  in  the  Society's  journal  some 
weeks  ago  pointed  out  that,  although 
the  Government  and  doctors  wanted 
the  imposition  of  the  levy,  the  phar- 
macists, who  were  against  it,  would 
probably  shoulder  the  extra  work.  How 
right  this  has  proved  to  be!  It  cur- 
rently takes  about  twice  as  long,  on 
average,  to  clear  every  prescription, 
in  addition  to  which  I  have  already 
"lost"  two  pens.  There  are  also  extra 
sorting  problems  and  I  suggest  it  is 
now  time  to  revert  to  the  old  system 
of  sorting  into  bundles  of  100.  For 
this  added  labour  our  Chemists'  Con- 
tractors Committee  were  delighted  to 
accept  one  penny  per  script,  reducing 
to  0.4d.  in  September.  The  Chemists' 
Action  Group,  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber, were  disgusted  with  the  acceptance 
of  this  pittance  (see  letter.  C.  &  £>., 
June  1,  p.  492  by  Stanley  Blum)  and 
called  on  all  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committees  to  give  our  negotiators 
a  mandate  to  reject  this  insult  which 
has  been  misnamed  an  offer.  In  view 
of  our  negotiators'  apparent  timidity, 
is  it  not  about  time  that  they  were 
replaced  by  some  who  would  be  con- 
siderably more  forceful?  The  Chemists' 
Action  Group  are  not  reactionaries. 
We  are  just  plain  sensible  folk  looking 
for  a  fair  and  honourable  deal  all 
round  and  are  willing  and  determined 
to  fight  for  our  just  dues.  We  ask  for 
your  support.  Join  our  Group  and  let 
us  act  with  greater  backing.  Any  phar- 
macist who  agrees  with  our  cause, 
please  send  for  membership  form  or 
forms  to  our  headquarters.  16  Swans- 
combe  Road,  London,  W.  11. 

A.  D.  Vaughan, 
London,  S.W.6 


Backing  Britain 
Photographically 

FOR  use  in  illustrating  an 
article  in  a  publication  in 
Japan  a  pharmaceutical  manu- 
facturing house  in  that  coun- 
try (Marupi-Riker)  is  seeking 
a  35-mm  colour  negative  of  a 
modern  London  pharmacy.  The 
photograph  may  show  either 
the  exterior  or  the  interior  of 
the  pharmacy  and  payment 
will  be  made  for  it  either  to 
the  sender  or  to  any  charity  he 
names.  Negatives  should  be 
sent  to  Mr.  K.  R.  Fox,  M.P.S., 
Riker  Laboratories,  Lough- 
borough, Leics. 


Pharmacy  in  Jersey 

Sir, — Being  one  of  the  elder  chemists 
of  the  island,  and  having  known 
several  of  the  notable  persons  men- 
tioned, I  have  read  with  particular 
interest  Dr.  T.  D.  Whittet's  concise 
resume  (C.  &  D.,  June  22,  p.  515)  of 
the  history  of  pharmacy  in  the  island 
of  Jersey.  When  I  first  came  to  Jersey 
in  1919  M.  E.  Duprey,  E.  T.  Adams 
and  John  Picquet  were  all  in  business. 
Adams's  pharmacy  was  taken  over  by 
Picquet's,  which  in  time  fell  into  un- 
qualified hands  and  ceased  to  be  a 
pharmacy.  The  Pharmacie  Duprey  re- 
mained for  many  years  a  fossilised 
relic  of  a  past  age  amid  the  modern 
frontages  of  the  main  shopping  street. 
The  Pharmacie  de  la  Croix  de  Lorraine 
belonged  to  a  Docteur  Cibot,  whom  I 
remember  describing  himself  as  "un 
homme  d'un  honnetete  extraordinaire." 
When  Docteur  and  Mme  Labesse  took 
over,  the  consulting  room  and  the 
pharmacy  became  separate  entities.  Dr. 
Labesse  died  some  years  ago,  but 
Madame  still  conducts  the  pharmacie 
most  efficiently.  There  is  a  considerable 
French  colony  in  the  island.  Bidding 
for  a  share  of  its  trade,  the  very  latest 
pharmacy,  opened  within  this  last 
month,  displays  the  sign  "chemist 
— pharmacie."  With  Dr.  Whittet's 
statement  that  "pharmacy  is  said  to 
have  reached  a  low  ebb  in  the  Channel 
Islands  during  the  German  occupation" 
I  must  beg  to  differ.  It  is  true  that, 
in  the  worst  and  hungriest  days,  we 
did  leave  dispensing  to  the  hospital  be- 
cause we  had  no  more  sodae  bicarb. 
But  as  the  Occupying  Force  regarded 
us  as  essential  and  allowed  us  to  draw 
supplies  of  raw  materials  from  France, 
those  of  us  who  used  our  knowledge 

BRANCH 

WEST  MIDDLESEX 

Short  Talks  by  Members 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  West 
Middlesex  Chemists'  Association's 
1967-68  session  short  talks  were  given 
by  a  number  of  members,  principal 
among  them  Mrs.  M.  T.  West  and 
Miss  Evans.  Mrs.  West  recounted  her 
experiences  as  a  patient  in  a  Spanish 
hospital  after  fracturing  her  wrist. 
Given  first-aid  treatment  after  a  fall 
she  was  admitted  to  hospital,  where 
she  was  x-rayed  and  the  fracture  set 
with  minimum  delay.  During  her  few 
days  in  hospital  she  was  impressed 
with  her  treatment  and  with  the  general 
condition,  and  on  her  discharge  was 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  no 
charge  was  made.  Miss  Evans  told  of 
a  two  years'  "working  holiday"  in 
Australia.  On  disembarking  at  Mel- 
bourne she  had  registered  with  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria  and  been 
given  a  list  of  wholesalers  (in  Australia 
the  wholesalers  run  departments  that 
provide  "locums"  to  any  chemist  and 
take  a  great  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  any  assistants  so  placed). 
Australian  pharmacists  had  not  been 
keen  at  first,  said  Miss  Evans,  to 
employ  an  inexperienced  English 
woman  pharmacist,  owing  to  the  com- 
plications of  the  pricing  procedure  and 
"repeats"  in  the  national  Health 
Service.  There  had  also  been  difficulty 


and  ingenuity  to  manufacture  and  con- 
trive were  kept  working  to  capacity 
during  the  short  hours  we  were  per- 
mitted to  keep  open.  Youths  who  were 
apprenticed  to  chemists  during  that 
period — and  there  were  quite  a  few — 
found  later  that  their  practical  experi- 
ence in  the  manufacture  of  galenicals 
was  of  considerable  value.  No,  Sir! 
Stocks  certainly  reached  a  low  ebb, 
but  pharmacy  never!  Now,  however 
far  we  have  come  from  the  apothicaires 
el  droguistes  of  1861,  we  are  quite  up 
to  date.  We  have  a  brand  new  Health 
Service,  with  a  4s.-per-item  fee,  and 
prescription  forms  to  be  signed  on  the 
back  even  if  the  patient  is  not  under 
fifteen  or  over  sixty-five  or  possessing 
a  certificate!  Donald  Dodsley, 
Jersey,  C.I 

Wotsitsname? 

Sir, — Attached  hereto  please  find  a 
note  handed  in  at  my  pharmacy:  — 
Have   you  anything   by   the  name  of 
mispotsit  for  a  person  with  a  touch 
of  systitis? 

William  S.  Caie, 
Ullapool,  Ross-shire 

PRESCRIPTION  POSER 

THE  chemist  who  received  the  pres- 
cription was  not  too  confident  of  his 
eventual  reading  of  it.  A  question  to 
the  customer  provided  the  necessary 
confirmation. 


EVENTS 

with  differing  proprietary  names  (e.g., 
Saluric=Chlotide,  Epanutin= Dilantin; 
Femergin=Gymergon,  etc.)  Chemists 
did  their  own  Health  Service  pricing, 
but  difficulties  arose  when  a  doctor 
wrote  a  prescription  for  several  items, 
some  allowed  and  some  not.  A  chemist 
who  in  one  month  dispensed  five  or 
more  scripts  for  a  particular  item  had 
to  price  at  the  large-size  rate  but  if, 
in  the  following  month,  he  encountered 
fewer  than  five  he  could  charge  at  the 
small-pack  price  even  though  still 
using  the  large.  Patients  paid  5s.  per 
item.  Pensioners  were  exempt  but  the 
doctor  was  obliged  to  enter  the  pen- 
sion number  on  the  script.  Private 
scripts  were  priced  according  to  a  set 
code  that  was  strictly  adhered  to. 
Once  settled  in,  Miss  Evans  had 
found  she  could  get  as  many  locum 
jobs  as  she  could  handle.  In  New 
South  Wales  she  had  often  travelled 
distances  up  to  800  miles,  for  which  the 
chemist  had  to  pay  the  air  fare  plus 
fee  and  hotel  accommodation.  She  had 
been  impressed  with  the  generally  high 
standards  in  Australian  pharmacy. 
Dispensaries  were  clean  and  well 
arranged  and  qualified  supervision 
evident.  In  most  situations  unqualified 
assistants  were  not  allowed  in  the  shop 
unless  a  qualified  was  also  present. 
Hours  were  normally  9  a.m.  to 
5.30  p.m.  but  good  arrangements  were 
made  for  after-hours  dispensing. 
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Aged  Twenty 

When  the  National  Health  Service  is  discussed,  pride 
in  common  achievement,  regret  in  its  failures  are  con- 
flicting reactions  of  pharmacy.  Unfortunately  the  many 
problems  and  restrictions  resulting  from  the  service 
tend  to  overwhelm,  for  pharmacists,  the  extraordinary 
communal  benefits  that  have  accrued  during  the  twenty 
years  since  the  service  was  introduced. 

In  spite  of  criticisms,  threats  of  failure,  crises  and — 
it  must  be  said — the  attitudes  of  contrasting  Ministers 
with  seemingly  diametrically  opposed  outlooks,  the 
service  has  received  the  general  acclamation  of  those 
for  whom  it  exists — the  patients.  Most  of  the  problems 
have  been  encountered  by  those  employed  —  either 
directly  or  indirectly  —  in  the  service,  who,  when  faced 
by  a  patient,  have  helped  to  the  utmost  of  their  profes- 
sional ability. 

Twenty  years  is  a  relatively  short  time  in  the  life  of 
a  nation,  and  an  equally  short  period  in  the  develop- 
ment of  such  a  complex  organisation,  aimed  at  dealing 
both  prophylactically  and  therapeutically  with  condi- 
tions ranging  from  the  psychiatric  to  the  bacterial  and 
physical. 

Overriding  them  all  has  been  the,  as  yet  unsolved, 
question  of  economics — the  amount  a  nation  should 
invest  in  its  health  service.  That  large  question,  with 
its  many  facets,  has  been  the  primary  cause  of  the 
criticisms  arising  both  in  and  out  of  the  service,  and 
it  must  be  acknowledged  that  on  that  score  pharmacy 
has  justifiable  grounds  for  complaint.  However,  a 
twentieth  birthday  is  an  occasion  rather  for  celebration 
than  for  criticism,  and  we  may  all  spend  a  moment 
congratulating  the  service  on  its  achievements — many 
of  them  impossible  to  assess  economically,  but  never- 
theless real  enough  in  terms  of  patient  thankfulness 
and  satisfaction.  Among  those  achievements  pharmacy's 
contribution  during  the  twenty  years  has,  we  can 
justifiably  claim,  been  substantial. 

The  More  Temporary  the  Better 

The  Minister  of  Health  cannot  complain  that  con- 
tractors have  not  done  their  level  best  to  operate  the 
"interim"  scheme  of  prescription  charges  and  exemp- 
tions, foisted  on  them  though  it  was  and  humiliated 
though  they  have  felt  at  the  scant  assessment  of  their 
indispensable  part  in  making  any  scheme  work.  The 
doctors  would  have  none  of  the  scheme.  They  said  so 
firmly  and  were  not  further  pressed  to  make  any 
change  in  their  professional  way  of  life.  Some,  with 
benevolent  but  misguided  intention,  sought  to  ease  the 
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financial  burden  on  their  poorer  patients  by  reducing 
the  number  of  items  prescribed  and /or  increasing  the 
quantities  prescribed.  On  the  one  hand  they  were  thus, 
as  Xrayser  points  out  on  another  page,  confessing  to 
overprescribing  in  the  past  or  depriving  the  patient  of 
his  full  opportunities  of  speedy  relief  or  restoration  to 
health.  On  the  other  hand  the  doctors,  or  some  of  them, 
have  re-embarked  on  the  excessive  prescribing  that 
results  in  overstocks  in  the  home  and  carries  the  risks 
resulting  from  such  overstocks. 

From  the  start  chemists  have  pointed  out  many  of 
the  snags  in  the  hastily  produced  scheme — a  scheme 
thought  up  when  the  doctors  refused  to  identify  their 
"chronic"  patients.  No  contractor,  however,  could  have 
predicted  all  the  frustrations  that  have  in  fact  emerged, 
and  some  of  which  are  enumerated  in  the  report  (p. 
4)  of  the  Central  N.H.S.  Committee.  The  chemists 
have  sacrificed  their  time  (dispensing  time  or  selling 
time,  its  loss  either  way  involving  loss  of  money).  They 
have  had  to  improvise  writing  "desks"  (and  sometimes 
seen  their  pens  vanish),  and  have  had  their  customer 
waiting  space  taxed  beyond  capacity. 

And  for  what?  For  the  pharmacist,  financial  loss, 
and  hardly  a  thank-you  from  the  Government  (ironic- 
ally, gratitude  only  from  those  discerning  patients  for 
whom  chemists  seem  to  have  taken  over  the  role  of 
guide,  philosopher  and  friend  that  the  doctors  aban- 
doned). For  the  country,  a  saving  that  will  hardly  seem 
worth  while  when  the  balance  sheet  is  totted  up  (a 
high  percentage  of  exemptions;  a  scheme  costing 
£250,000  a  year — the  Minister's  own  figure — to  operate; 
the  installation  of  cash  registers  at  over  £100  a  time 
in  many  hospital  departments,  and  so  on). 

The  sooner  the  interim  scheme  is  ended  the  better  for 
all  concerned.  At  the  very  least  the  points  pressed  for 
by  the  Central  N.H.S.  Committee  (also  p.  4)  must  be 
incorporated  in  the  "permanent"  scheme.  Indeed,  so 
soon  as  national  economic  recovery  allows,  there  should 
be  a  return  to  the  original  basic  principle  of  the  Health 
Service,  that  at  a  time  of  ill -health  the  sufferer  should 
be  freed  from  financial  anxieties. 

Just  How  Urgent? 

Inactivity  is  a  well-tried  political  weapon  and  "passing 
the  can"  a  procedure  often  noted  in  Parliament.  What 
appears  to  outsiders  as  inactivity  cannot,  we  appreciate, 
be  justifiably  criticised  on  every  occasion,  but  we  are 
distinctly  uneasy  at  the  seeming  lack  of  urgency  indi- 
cated in  a  reply  (see  p.  6)  by  Mr.  Elystan  Morgan 
(Under  Secretary  of  State,  Home  Office)  when  Mr.  L. 
Pavitt  asked  about  progress  with  the  report  by  the  Ad- 
visory Committee  on  Drug  Dependence  upon  Methe- 
drine  abuse.  The  Minister  indicated  that  the  Advisory 
Committee  was  still  considering  the  matter.  The  Home 
Secretary,  he  said,  hoped  to  receive  its  advice  "within 
the  next  month  or  so,  and  when  he  has  studied  this  he 
will  consider  making  a  statement."  That  is  Parliamen- 
tary language  in  its  most  perverse  form,  giving  nothing 
away. 

On  May  6  the  Minister  of  Health  (Mr.  Kenneth 
Robinson)  had  said  that  the  problem  of  Methedrine 
abuse  was  "particularly  worrying"  (see  C.  &  D.,  May 
11,  p.  415)  and  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Drug  De- 
pendence had  been  asked  to  study  the  problem 
"urgently."  He  added  that  the  difficulty  was  in  getting 
the  facts  about  Methedrine  abuse-=-a  somewhat  puzz- 
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ling  statement  when  records  of  sales  should  be  avail- 
able in  some  form  or  other,  and  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  manufacturer  (The  Wellcome  Founda- 
tion, Ltd.)  had  an  exceptional  record  of  co-operation 
with  Government  departments. 

It  is  the  delay  since  the  Committee  was  asked  to 
tackle  the  problem  that  causes  us  such  concern.  From 
the  first  days  in  May — maybe  even  during  April — the 
Committee  was  made  aware  of  its  task.  Its  report  is 
now  unlikely,  according  to  Mr.  Elystan  Morgan,  to  be 
available  until  August — during  Parliamentary  recess. 
That  means  that,  if  action  is  called  for,  it  could  well 
not  begin  to  be  applied  before  October.  A  period  ex- 
tending from  April/May  until  October  hardly  appears 
to  reflect  the  "urgency"  Mr.  Robinson  promised. 

If  there  is  a  problem  of  abuse  then  it  would  be  help- 
ful to  all,  especially  those  in  pharmacy,  if  the  Com- 
mittee gave  information  about  its  extent  and  nature 
as  soon  as  possible.  Some  of  the  problems  may  not  be 
easy  to  solve,  and  the  extent  of  the  abuse  may  turn 
out  to  be  more  limited  than  was  generally  thought, 
but  the  facts  ought  to  be  made  known  to  the  pro- 
fessions without  delay. 

Those  who  have  an  interest  in  addiction  would  ap- 
pear to  be  resourceful  individuals  capable  of  acting 
quickly  to  augment  and  maintain  their  supplies.  Their 
speed  and  resource  must  be  outmatched  by  Authority, 
and  the  Committee  has  the  responsibility  of  firing  the 
starting  gun. 


Overseas  Trade  in  May 

The  upward  trend  in  United  Kingdom  exports  of 
pharmaceutical  products  that  has  been  noted  in  the 
three  months  February  to  April  was  reversed  in  May. 
At  £7,415,000,  the  value  was  the  lowest  since  January, 
and  about  £800,000  down  on  April's  record  figure. 

With  the  addition  of  medicated  and  non-medicated 
surgical  dressings.  May  exports  were  valued  at 
£8,143,000,  making  the  aggregate  for  the  first  five 
months  of  the  year  £40.6  million,  against  £34.71  million 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1967. 

A  "breakdown"  of  division  54  (medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical products  and  dressings)  in  the  Overseas  Trade 
Accounts  (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  price  30s.)  is  given 
in  the  accompanying  table,  which  also  shows  all  im- 
ports of  pharmaceutical  products  and  the  exports  of  a 
number  of  pharmaceutical  chemicals  attached  to  another 
division.  In  division  54  the  Irish  Republic  was  the 
largest  buyer,  with  purchases  amounting  to  £474,000; 
Australia  came  next  with  £435,000,  followed  by  France 
with  £408,000.  Sales  to  countries  in  the  European  Eco- 
nomic Community  amounted  to  £1,272,000  and  to 
Britain's  partners  in  the  European  Free  Trade  Associa- 
tion (excluding  Austria,  figures  for  which  are  not  pub- 
lished) to  £1,076,000. 

Imports  of  pharmaceutical  products  during  the  month 
were,  at  £1,810,000,  at  their  highest  level  since  January, 
more  than  a  quarter  coming  from  Western  Germany. 


EXPORTS 
Vitamins,  bulk 

,,  products 
Antibiotics 

Penicillin,  bulk 

„  products 
other  antibiotics,  bulk 
,,  ,,  products 

Alkaloids,  bulk 

,,  products 
Hormones,  bulk 

„  products 
Glycosides 


£'000 

£'000 

£'000 

247 

Organotherapeutic  glands,  etc. 

Sulphonamides,  bulk 

113 

84 

bulk 

9 

„  tablets 

28 

„  products 

14 

„           other  products 

55 

152 

Sera  and  vaccines 

173 

Proprietary  medicines 

2,191 

698 

Aspirin,  bulk 

56 

Unclassified  medicines 

1,245 

448 

„  products 

50 

IMPORTS 

763 

Antihistamines,  products 

60 

Vitamins 

134 

278 

Antipaludics,  products 

50 

Antibiotics 

341 

20 

Barbiturates,  bulk 

48 

Alkaloids 

78 

97 

,,  products 

40 

Glycosides,  glands,  sera,  vaccines 

31 

581 

Ointments,  liniments* 

1 1 1 

Proprietary  and  veterinary  medicines  681 

21 

Surgical  dressings 

728 

All  other 

*  not  specified  elsewhere 

545 

ON  THE  SIDELINES 


*  A  CENTURY  OF  "THE  PRACTITIONER"  ★ 
Publication  throughout  100  years  is  being  celebrated  this 
month  by  the  medical  journal  The  Practitioner.  In  a  special 
commemorative  issue — "Retrospect  and  Prospect" — are 
contributions  by  many  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons, 
among  them  presidents  of  professional  colleges  in  Britain 
and  overseas.  Purpose  of  The  Practitioner,  as  set  out  in  the 
preface  to  its  first  volume,  is  to  provide  "a  special  medium 
for  the  inter-communication  of  information  about  the  uses 
of  remedies."  Over  the  years  the  type  and  orientation  of 
content  have  remained  remarkably  constant.  Many  pharma- 
cists are  familiar  with — and  grateful  for — the  paper's 
monthly  symposia,  in  which  are  explored,  in  a  series  of 
short,  fact-filled,  authoritative  articles,  various  aspects  of  a 
single  subject.  In  a  more  recently  introduced  feature, 
"General  Practitioner  Clinical  Trials",  reports  are  given 
upon  the  use  under  "field"  conditions  of  drugs  (usually 
already  marketed).  It  would  seem  that  medical  periodicals 
have  a  4'2  recurring  chance  of  becoming  centenarians  for, 
of  thirty-eight  British  medical  contemporaries  of  The 
Practitioner  in  the  year  of  its  launching,  nine  have  survived. 
During  its  century  of  life  the  periodical  has  had  at  least 
four  owners  and  a  dozen  editors,  and  it  will  come  as  a  sur- 
prise to  some  that  the  present  editor  (Dr.  V.  A.  R.  Thomson, 


appointed  1962)  is  the  first  to  serve  on  a  full-time  basis. 
Among  contributors  in  the  centenary  number  are  two  phar- 
macists: Mr.  A.  Aldington  (immediate  past-president  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain),  who  writes  on 
"British  Pharmacy",  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Lumley  (president  of 
the  Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry)  who 
writes  on  the  pharmaceutical  industry  during  the  century. 

★  ATTRACTING  RECRUITS  TO  PHARMACY  * 
A  forward-looking  careers  booklet  for  pharmacy,  which 
sets  out  to  attract  as  much  as  to  inform,  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  Department  of  Pharmacy,  Chelsea  College 
of  Science  and  Technology.  Already  it  has  received  the 
praise  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  (see  C.  &  D., 
June  22,  p.  568).  The  booklet  is  entitled  "Pharmacy  Today 
1968,"  but  its  emphasis  is  on  the  challenge  of  the  future. 
Potential  pharmacists  are  offered  the  opportunity  to  help 
tackle  the  fundamental  question  "what  actually  happens 
to  the  drug  in  the  body."  and  the  assurance  the  results 
of  their  research  will  have  far-reaching  affects  on  the 
practice  of  pharmacy.  "To  solve  the  scientific  problems  .  .  . 
the  entire  profession  needs  a  generation  of  pharmacists 
who,  whatever  branch  of  the  profession  they  may  prac- 
tise, will  have  the  scientific  knowledge,  the  intellectual 
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ability  and  the  professional  and  moral  courage  necessary 
to  bring  about  these  changes.  Some  students  are  needed, 
it  is  stated,  who  are  potential  members  of  the  Royal 
Society,  as  were  certain  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Sections  of  the  booklet 


deal  with  pharmaceutical  education  in  general  and  at 
Chelsea  in  particular,  and  the  practice  of  pharmacy  is 
also  outlined  (the  information  drawn  largely  from  the 
Society's  own  careers  literature).  A  "traditional"  profession 
offers  the  younger  generation  a  challenge. 


Twenty  Years  of  N.H.S.  Negotiations 

A  CONTRACTOR'S-EYE  VIEW  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

By  J.  CHARLTON  (Assistant  Secretary,  Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors)  Committee) 


ON  Monday,  July  5,  1948  —  the  "appointed  day"  —  the 
National  Health  Service  was  introduced.  On  July  5,  1968, 
therefore  the  Service  enters  its  twenty-first  year.  Throughout 
that  period  chemist  contractors  have  continued  to  provide 
a  comprehensive  pharmaceutical  service,  though  the  path 
of  the  pharmacist  during  those  twenty  years  has  been  a  far 
from  easy  one.  Having  had  —  so  far  as  the  dispensing  side 
of  his  pharmacy  was  concerned  —  almost  all  his  eggs  in 
one  basket,  the  pharmacist  is  well  aware  that  the  negotia- 
tions carried  out  on  his  behalf  during  the  first  twenty  years 
of  the  service  have  been  under  a  handicap. 

When  the  service  started  in  July  1948,  several  months' 
National  Health  Insurance  prescriptions  were  in  the  pipeline 
at  the  pricing  bureaux  waiting  to  be  priced.  The  immediate 
increase  in  the  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  under 
the  new  and  wider  scheme  inevitably  resulted  in  a  big 
build-up  in  the  arrears  of  pricing.  No  alternative  could  be 
found  to  the  universally  disliked  "averaging"  system  of 
pricing  which  had  therefore  to  be  accepted.  Though  it  had 
been  made  clear  at  the  time  of  agreement  that  averaging 
was  accepted  only  as  a  temporary  expedient  that  would 
remain  only  until  the  pricing  bureaux  had  wiped  out  the 
pricing  arrears,  it  was  not  until  1960,  and  only  then  after 
long  and  difficult  negotiations,  that  the  only  satisfactory 
method — full  pricing  of  every  prescription — was  achieved. 

The  introduction  of  prescription  charges  in  June  1952, 
and  the  subsequent  increases  in  the  amounts  to  be  paid 
by  the  patient  (from  Is.  per  form  to  Is.  per  prescription  in 
December  1956  and  from  Is.  to  2s.  per  prescription  in 
March  1961),  brought  about  immediate  reductions  in  the 
numbers  of  prescriptions  dispensed.  In  1957,  21  7  million 
fewer  prescriptions  were  dispensed  than  in  1956.  Remunera- 
tion received  for  the  service  the  chemist  contractor  was 
providing  was  in  consequence  also  reduced.  From  the 
detailed  figures  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  giving 
the  numbers  of  prescriptions  and  the  amount  paid  in 
oncost  and  fees,  it  is  possible  to  examine  the  changes  in 
the  gross  income  of  chemist  contractors  over  the  twenty 


Prescriptions 

Average  cost 

Oncost   plus  fee 

(millions) 

(pence) 

(pence)  (per  cent.) 

1949 

2020 

360 

17-3  48 

1954 

218-7 

50-4 

19-8  39 

1959 

2140 

81-8 

27-8  34 

1964 

2094 

1210 

37-3  31 

1967 

270-9 

128-8 

34-9  27 

Note:  Figures  for  1967  relate  to  chemists  only;  figures  for 
previous  years  include  all  contractors. 

years.  The  figures  show  that  the  numbers  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  (apart  from  the  temporary  decreases  resulting 
from  the  introduction  of  and  changes  in  prescription 
charges)  and  the  average  value  of  those  prescriptions, 
increased  steadily  over  the  years  but,  largely  because  of 
those  increases,  the  percentage  "gross  profit"  represented 
by  oncost  allowance  and  fees,  taken  together,  has  steadily 
fallen.  (The  gross  amount  paid  has,  of  course,  risen,  and 
in  1967  was  about  175  per  cent,  more  than  in  1949  — 
£40i  million  against  £14  6  million). 

Those  increases,  and  the  changes  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  basis  of  N.H.S.  remuneration  since  1948,  make  it 
difficult  to  assess  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  economic  position  of  chemist 
contractors  during  that  period.  The  amount  paid  in  oncost 
and  fees  may  have  risen  to  £401  million,  but  the  overhead 


costs  of  providing  the  service  —  and  this  is  especially  true 
of  salaries  and  wages,  which  account  for  the  major  part 
of  the  cost  —  have  also  risen  substantially  since  1948. 

There  can,  however,  be  little  doubt  that,  so  far  as  N.H.S. 
remuneration  is  concerned,  the  change  of  most  importance 
to  the  chemist  contractor  during  these  twenty  years  has 
been  the  agreement  reached  with  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
following  the  cut  imposed  by  the  then  Minister  of  Health 
(Mr.  Enoch  Powell)  in  November  1961.  Before  that  agree- 
ment was  reached  negotiations  with  the  Ministry  had, 
because  of  the  lack  of  factual  information,  been  in  the 
last  instance  largely  a  matter  of 'argument. 

In  1962  the  Ministry  were  persuaded  by  the  Central 
N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors)  Committee  that  a  fact-finding 
inquiry,  using  activity-sampling  techniques  and  carried  out 
on  a  relatively  small  sample  of  pharmacies  (selected 
statistically  to  be  representative  of  all  chemist  contractors 
in  England  and  Wales)  would  establish  factually  the  cost 
of  providing  the  pharmaceutical  service  and  thereby  the 
means  of  ensuring  a  fair  and  equitable  payment  for  the 
provision  of  that  service.  It  is  worth  recalling  that  the 
terms  of  reference  of  that  inquiry  (which  resulted  in  the 
1964  settlement,  an  increase  of  approximately  sixpence  per 
prescription)  were:- 

(i)  To  establish  the  dispensing  costs  incurred  by 
pharmacists  in  England  and  Wales  who  have 
contracted  to  provide  a  dispensing  service  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Acts. 

(ii)  To  define  the  individual  components  of  cost  so  that 
a  remuneration  structure  may  be  established  which 
will  facilitate  any  subsequent  review  of  the  amounts 
payable  to  chemist  contractors  providing  the  service. 

Part  of  the  settlement  reached  in  1964  was  that  there 
would  be  an  annual  review  in  which  the  costs  of,  and 
payment  for,  providing  the  pharmaceutical  service  would 
be  brought  up  to  date  by  means  of  agreed  indices,  and  that 
any  necessary  adjustments  in  remuneration  —  plus  or 
minus  —  would  be  made.  Had  the  abolition  of  prescription 
charges,  which  resulted  in  the  unwelcome  downward 
adjustments  in  remuneration  that  took  place  in  1966  and 
1967,  been  anticipated  by  the  representatives  at  the 
Conference  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  rep- 
resentatives in  1964,  it  is  possible  that  they  might  have 
voted  otherwise.  But  there  can  be  little  doubt  —  and  the 
reintroduction  of  prescription  charges  emphasises  this  — 
that  the  type  of  factual  inquiry,  with  an  annual  review  and 
adjustments,  which  is  the  present  basis  of  N.H.S.  remunera- 
tion, is  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  pre- 1962  basis 
of  negotiation. 

The  reintroduction  of  prescription  charges,  and  especially 
the  interim  exemption  scheme,  has  placed  yet  another  heavy 
burden  upon  the  chemist  contractor.  How  many  of  the 
initial  difficulties  will  disappear  as  patients  become  familiar 
with  procedure,  and  how  many  new  problems  will  be 
created  when  the  interim  scheme  is  replaced  with  a  per- 
manent one,  remain  to  be  seen.  One  thing  can  be  said  with 
confidence.  As  the  Health  Service  enters  its  twenty-first  year 
the  pharmacist  will  continue  to  provide  the  pharmaceutical 
service  essential  to  its  successful  continuance  and  growth. 
The  forthcoming  costs  inquiry,  to  be  held  in  the  spring 
of  1969,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  ensure  for  him  the  adequate 
remuneration  he  deserves. 
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BANISTYL  elixir 

Manufacturer:  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.  Distributor:  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Specialities  (May  &  Baker),  Ltd.,  Dagenham,  Essex. 

Description:  Light  brown  elixir  containing  the  equivalent  of 
10  mgm.  of  dimethothiazine  base  (as  mesylate)  in  each 
5  mils. 

Indications:  Disorders  known  to  respond  to  antihistamine 
therapy,  notably  hay  fever,  allergic  rhinitis,  urticaria  and 
pruritic  conditions. 

Dosage:  Adults:  20  mgm.  three  times  daily,  increased  if  neces- 
sary to  four  times  a  day.  Children  (6  to  12  years):  10  to 
20  mgm.  twice  daily;  (12  to  15  years):  20  mgm.  twice  or 
three  times  daily. 

Precautions  :  Although  there  is  no  evidence  to  suggest  that 
Banistyl  is  embryopathic,  its  use  during  the  first  three  months 
of  pregnancy  should  be  avoided.  Care  should  be  exercised 
in  patients  controlling  machinery  or  vehicles. 

Pack:  Bottle  of  125  mils. 

Supply  Restrictions:  P.I.  First  Issued:  June  1968. 
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NYSTAFORM-HC  cream 

Manufacturer  :  Dome  Laboratories,  Division  of  Miles  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  Stoke  Court,  Stoke  Poges,  Slough,  Bucks. 

Description:  Cream  containing  100,000  units  per  gm.  of  nysta- 
tin, 3  per  cent,  of  iodochlorhydroxyquinoline  and  0-5  per 
cent,  of  hydrocortisone  alcohol  in  an  aqueous  cream  base. 

Indications  :  Topical  treatment  of  all  sub-acute  or  chronic  in- 
flammatory dermatoses  complicated  or  threatened  by  fungal 
(monilial)  and/or  bacterial  infections. 

Contraindications:  Tuberculous  lesions  of  the  skin. 

Method  of  Use  :  Should  be  applied  liberally  two  or  three  times 
daily.  Applications  should  be  continued  for  one  week  after 
lesions  have  healed. 

Precautions  :  Must  be  kept  away  from  the  eyes. 

Storage:  Should  be  stored  in  a  cool,  dry  place. 

Shelf  Life:  Two-and-a-half  years. 

Pack:  Tube  of  15  gm. 

Supply  Restrictions  :  Therapeutic  Substances  Act. 
First  Issued:  July  1968. 
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OILATUM  application 

Manufacturer:    Stiefel   Laboratories  (U.K.),  Ltd.,   14  James 

Street,  Covent  Garden,  London,  W.C.2. 
Description:  An  oil-in-water  emulsion  containing  21  per  cent. 

of  arachis  oil. 

Indications:   Dry  skin  conditions;  ichthyosis;  atopic,  discoid 

and  infantile  eczema. 
Contraindications:    Dermatoses  characterised    by  over-active 

sebaceous  glands. 
Method  of  Use:  Should  be  applied  as  directed  by  the  doctor. 
Pack  :  Plastic  tube  of  75  gm. 
First  Issued:  May  1968. 
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SOLPADEINE  tablets 

Manufacturer:  Bayer  Products  Co.,  Winthrop  House,  Surbiton, 
Surrey. 

Description:  White  uncoated  tablets  each  containing  500  mgm. 
of  paracetamol,  8  mgm.  of  codeine  phosphate  and  30  mgm. 
of  caffeine,  in  a  special  effervescent  base  containing  sor- 
bitol. 

Indications:  Compound  analgesic  for  rheumatic  conditions, 
sciatica,  lumbago,  etc.;  strains,  sprains,  headaches,  sinusitis, 
influenza,  and  whenever  persistent  pain  is  a  problem. 

Dosage:  Two  tablets  every  three  to  four  hours,  dissolved  in  a 
tumblerful  of  water.  Children  (7-12  years)  half  to  one  tablet 
in  a  proportionally  smaller  amount  of  water. 

Precautions  :  Because  each  tablet  contains  425  mgm.  of  sodium, 
it  should  be  prescribed  with  care  for  those  on  a  salt- 
restricted  diet. 

Storage:  Should  be  protected  from  damp. 

Pack:  Dispensing  pack  of  sixty  foil-wrapped. 

Supply  Restrictions:  P.L  First  Issued:  June  1968. 
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KANTREXIL  tablets 

Manufacturer:    Bristol  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Astronaut  House, 

Hounslow  Road,  Feltham,  Middlesex. 
Description:    Light  grey,  scored  tablets  each  containing  100 

mgm.  of  kanamycin  sulphate,  25  mgm.  of  pectin,  250  mgm. 

of  bismuth  subcarbonate,  500  mgm.  of  activated  attapulgite. 
Indications:  Diarrhoea;  sonne  dysentery;  "summer  diarrhoea." 
Dosage:  Adults:  Three  tablets  every  six  hours.  Children  (6-12 

years) :  Two  tablets  every  six  hours. 
Notes  :  Kanamycin  administered  orally  is  poorly  absorbed  from 

the  gastro-intestinal  tract.  No  systemic  or  local  side  effects 

are  likely  to  arise  through  its  use. 
Shelf  Life:  Three  years. 
Packs:  Bottles  of  twelve  and  120. 
Supply  Restrictions:  Therapeutic  Substances  Act. 
First  Issued:  June  1968. 
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MINTEZOL    tablets  and  suspension 

Manufacturer:    Merck   Sharp  &  Dohme,  Ltd.,  Hoddesdon. 

Description  :  Pale  salmon-pink,  orange  flavoured,  chewable 
tablets  each  containing  500  mgm.  of  thiabendazole.  Cream 
coloured,  marshmallow-flavoured  suspension  containing 
1  gm.  of  thiabendazole  in  each  5  mils. 

Indications:  The  following  intestinal  helminthiases; 
strongyloidiasis,  ascariasis  (large  roundworm  disease), 
uncinariasis  (hookworm  disease  —  both  Necator  americanus 
and  Ancylostoma  duodenale),  trichuriasis  (whipworm 
disease),  oxyuriasis  (enterobiasis,  threadworm  disease). 
Cutaneous  larva  migrans  (creeping  eruption).  Trichinosis 
(relief  of  symptoms  and  fever  and  reduction  of  eosinophilia 
in  some  cases). 

Contraindications  :  Pregnancy  or  lactation,  unless  the  benefits 
to  be  gained  justify  the  possibility  of  risk  to  mother  or  child. 
(In  reproduction  studies  in  laboratory  and  domestic  animals, 
no  foetal  abnormalities  related  directly  to  thiabendazole 
have  been  reported.) 

Dosage  :  The  dosage  is  based  on  25  mgm.  per  kilo  of  body 
weight  twice  a  day,  to  a  maximum  of  3  gm.  a  day,  given 
in  the  evening  and  the  following  morning  after  meals  (see 
manufacturer's  literature). 

Side  Effects  :  Anorexia,  nausea,  vomiting  and  dizziness.  Less 
frequently,  diarrhoea,  epigastric  distress,  pruritus,  weariness, 
giddiness,  headache  and  drowsiness.  Patients  receiving 
Mintezol  should  be  cautioned  against  engaging  in  occupa- 
tions requiring  complete  mental  alertness. 

Storage:  Should  be  stored  in  a  cool  place  protected  from  sun- 
light and  excessive  heat. 

Packs  :  Tablets  in  packs  of  six  and  100.  Suspension  in  bottle 
of  15  mils. 

Supply  Restrictions  :  Recommended  on  prescription  only. 
First  Issued:  August  1967. 
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SANDOCAL  tablets 

Manufacturer:  Sandoz  Products,  Ltd.,  Sandoz  House,  23  Great 

Castle  Street,  London,  W.I. 
Description:  Pale  orange,  uncoated,  effervescent  tablet  having 

a  rough  surface  with  white  speckles.  Each  tablet  contains 

calcium  lactate  gluconate  equivalent  to  4-5  gm.  of  calcium 

gluconate,    providing    400    mgm.    of    calcium  (20mEq.) 

20  mgm.  of  ascorbic  acid,  151  mgm.  of  sodium  (6  6mEq.) 

and   176    mgm.    of    potassium    (4-5mEq.)    in    an  orange 

flavoured  drink. 

Indications  :  Osteoporosis,  postgastrectomy  malabsorption,  osteo- 
malacia, rickets,  pregnancy  supplement,  pregnancy  cramps 
lactation. 

Dosage:  One  to  five  tablets  per  day  according  to  requirements 

Should  be  dissolved  in  water. 
Precautions  :  Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  sodium  and 

potassium  content  before  administration  to  patients  in  whom 

these  cations  would  be  of  clinical  significance. 
Storage:  The  snap  closure  should  be  kept  on  and  the  tin 

stored  in  a  cool,  dry  place. 
Pack  :  Box  of  100  (five  tubes  each  of  twenty). 
First  Issued:  May  1968. 
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AMBILHAR  tablets 

Manufacturer:  CIBA  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Horsham,  Sussex. 
Description  :  Yellow  tablets,  marked  "CIBA"  on  one  side  and 

quarter-scored  on  the  other,  each  containing  500  mgm.  of 

niridazole. 

Indications  :  Bilharziasis  due  to  infection  with  5.  haematobium, 
S.  mansoni,  and  S.  japonicum.  Dracontiasis  (guinea-worm 
infestation). 

Contraindications  :  Previous  history  of  epilepsy  or  behavioural 
abnormality.  Marked  impairment  of  liver  function  or 
presence  of  vascular  shunts.  Poor  general  physical  condition 
of  the  patient. 

Dosage:  Daily  dose  is  25  mgm.  per  kilo  body  weight,  given  in 
two  divided  doses,  for  seven  days.  See  manufacturer's 
literature. 

Side  Effects  :  Gastro-intestinal  disturbances,  headache,  and 
drowsiness  have  been  reported,  which  are  all  reversible  with- 
out withdrawal  of  the  drug.  Rarely,  central  nervous  dis- 
orders may  be  encountered  requiring  immediate  withdrawal 
»f  the  drug.  Electrocardiographic  changes  and  rarely,  tem- 
porary depression  of  spermatogenisis  may  occur.  Must  not 
be  administered  with  isonicotinic  acid  hydrazide. 

Storage:  Should  be  protected  from  light. 

Pack:  Carton  of  twenty  bubble-packed  tablets. 

Supply  Restrictions  :   Recommended  on  prescription  only. 

First  Issued:  June  1968. 

AMENDMENT 
REVITONE  tablets 

Description:  Tablets  comprising  a  chocolate-flavoured  kernel 
containing  5  mgm.  of  thiamine  mononitrate,  10  mgm.  of 
riboflavine  (as  the  phosphate),  5  mgm.  of  pyridoxine 
hydrochloride  and  35  mgm.  of  nicotinamide,  with  a  white 
outer  coat  containing  100  mgm.  of  ascorbic  acid. 
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F  E  M  I N  O  R   21  tablets 

Manufacturer:  L.  R.  Industries,  Ltd.,  North  Circular  Road, 

Chingford,  London,  E.4. 
Description  :     Course    of    twenty-one    tablets.    Sixteen  pink 

tabets  each  contain  0-1  mgm.  of  mestranol  and  five  white 

tablets  each  contain  0-1  mgm.  of  mestranol  and  2-5  mgm. 

of  norethynodrel. 
Indications:  Oral  contraception. 

Contraindications:  History  of  varicose  veins  or  thrombo- 
phlebitis, breast  tumours,  liver  disease  or  diabetes  (as  for 
other  oral  contraceptives). 

Dosage:  One  pink  tablet  per  day  for  sixteen  days  followed 
by  one  white  tablet  for  five  days  (course  to  be  started  on 
day  five  of  the  cycle.) 

Side  Effects,  etc.  :   As  for  other  oral  contraceptives. 

Shelf  Life:  Three  to  four  years. 

Packs  :  Plastic  compact  containing  one  disc  of  "push  through" 
tablets.  Plastic  compact  containing  one  disc  and  two  extra 
discs   of   "push  through"   tablets  (three  months  supply). 

Supply  Restrictions:  P.I.,  S.4b. 

First  Issued:  May  1968. 

C.  &  D.  TABLET  AND  CAPSULE  IDENTIFICATION  GUIDE 
Additions  to  the  Guide 

Ambilhar  tablets:  B3,  15/32,  P,  R,  F/F,  B2,  41/285. 
Mintezol  tablets:  D8,  24/32,  P,  R,  F/F,  B2,  H/— . 
Sandocal  tablets:  D8,  42/32,  P,  R,  F/F,  B2,  — . 
Solpadeine  tablets:  White,  32/32,  P,  R,  F/F,  B2,  — . 
Correction 

Identifications  given  for  Medrone  Medules  4  mgm.  and 
Vibramycin  100  mgm.  capsules  (C.  &  D.,  June  8,  p.  525)  should 
have  appeared  under  the  heading  "Additions  to  the  Guide." 
Neither  product  has  changed  in  appearance. 


Mr.  Colin  Gunn  Retires 

FAREWELL  MESSAGES  FROM  FIVE  CONTINENTS 


FROM  all  continents  "except  Antarc- 
tica" came  responses  from  old  students 
of  Leicester  School  of  Pharmacy  when 
they  were  invited  to  contribute  to  a 
Colin  Gunn  Valedictory  subscription. 

At  a  presentation  dinner  in  Leicester 
on  June  28,  at  which  Mr.  Gunn,  who 
has  been  head  of  the  school  since  1941, 
received  over  350  old  students  and 
members  of  staff,  a  map  was  displayed 
showing  the  sources  of  the  valedictions. 
They  included  the  United  States, 
Belgium,  the  Sudan,  the  Seychelles, 
Fiji,  Hong  Kong,  Zambia  and  many 
other  places.  Also  on  display  were 
an  illuminated  address  from  the 
former  students  from  Uganda  and  a 
portrait  of  Mr.  Gunn  that  is  to  hang 
in  the  school. 

In  an  appreciation  of  Mr.  Gunn, 
Mr.  H.  N.  Bream  (chairman  of  the 
school's  advisory  committee)  reminded 
those  present  that  Mr.  Gunn  had  been 
connected  with  the  school  for  thirty- 
nine  years.  Having  entered  pharmacy 
in  the  usual  way  "through  retail,"  he 
had  taken  only  a  short  time  to  decide 
that  counter  work  was  not  his 
speciality.  Becoming  a  demonstrator 
in  pharmaceutics  in  Edinburgh,  he  had 
transferred  to  Leicester  in  1929.  There 
he  had  soon  shown  his  mettle,  and 
when  Mr.  A.  R.  G.  Chamings  resigned, 
the  advisory  committee  had  had  no 
difficulty  in  deciding  that  Mr.  Gunn 
should  be  appointed  as  his  successor. 
He  had  proved  to  be  a  leader  and 
organiser.  His  personality  and  charm- 
ing smile  created  confidence  among 
students,  staff  and  advisory  committee 
alike.  Mr.  Gunn  had  been  appointed 
an  examiner  in  pharmaceutics  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in   1950  and 


had  remained  so  ever  since.  Two  years 
later  he  had  been  given  a  similar 
appointment  to  Queen's  University, 
Belfast,  a  post  he  held  until  1956.  He 
had  served  on  various  subcommittees 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex, 
and  had  been  co-author  of  three 
pharmaceutical  text-books.  For  four 
years  he  had  been  chairman  of  the 
Leicester  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society. 

Mr.  Bream  told  how  pharmaceutical 
education  had  evolved  at  Leicester 
under  Mr.  Gunn's  headship.  Until  1950 
the  school  had  been  running  three 
courses,  for  the  Chemist  and  Druggist 
and  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  qualifica- 
tions and  the  London  Bachelor  of  Phar- 
macy pass  degree.  In  1959  a  three- 
year  course  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Chemist  diploma  had  been  introduced, 
and  when  London  University  instituted 
its  honours  degree  in  1953  Leicester 
had  applied  to  run  the  course  and, 
with  two  other  colleges,  had  been 
successful.  The  school  had  gained 
another  recognition  in  being  allowed 
to  run  courses  for  a  degree  by  the 
Council  for  National  Academic  Awards. 

Additional  responsibility  had  been 
placed  on  Mr.  Gunn  in  1962,  when  the 
teaching  of  pharmaceutical  chemistry 
and  pharmacology  had  been  taken 
over  from  the  chemistry  and  biology 
departments.  Still  another  step  forward 
would  be  taken  when  the  College  be- 
came a  polytechnic.  Mr.  Gunn  must 
be  given  full  credit  for  the  school's 
progress  along  those  lines. 

In  a  further  tribute,  Mr.  R.  E.  Wood 
(principal  of  the  College)  referred  to 
Mr.  Gunn's  "unique  talent"  for  exact- 
ing the  highest  standards  from  staff 


and  students  while  retaining  their  affec- 
tion. Having  made  up  his  mind  to  a 
thing,  he  stated  his  case  with  great 
determination.  He  took  great  interest 
in  the  school  and  students,  and  always 
had  the  welfare  of  the  College  at  heart. 
Mrs.  Gunn  had  helped  him  enormously 
in  his  work.  Outside  that  work  Mr. 
Gunn  had  taken  a  great  interest  in 
athletics  and  the  college  athletic  club. 

The  toast  to  Mr.  Gunn  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  F.  R.  Mumford  (prin- 
cipal lecturer  in  pharmaceutical  chem- 
istry at  the  College)  who,  speaking 
particularly  for  his  colleagues  on  the 
staff,  said  they  had  in  common  a  great 
happiness  in  their  work,  due  entirely 
to  the  head  of  the  department. 

Mr.  A.  R.  G.  Chamings  (Mr. 
Gunn's  predecessor)  reminisced  about 
their  early  days  together  on  the  school 
staff.  Further  reflections  were  given 
by  Mr.  F.  G.  Flemming,  who  qualified 
from  Leicester  in  1934  and  by  Miss 
Celia  Rippon  who  qualified  in  1964. 
Miss  Rippon  presented  Mrs.  Gunn  with 
a  bouquet  of  flowers. 

A  cheque — "the  tangible  expression 
of  the  company" — was  presented  to  Mr. 
Gunn  by  Mr.  M.  Ridgway  (secretary 
of  the  subscription  committee)  who 
said  a  cablegram  for  Mr.  Gunn  had 
arrived  that  evening  from  two  former 
students  in  China,  and  that  Mr.  Mark 
Clark  had  flown  from  Johannesburg 
to  be  present. 

In  his  reply  Mr.  Gunn  said  he  was 
sure  his  colleagues  would  maintain  the 
school's  standards.  He  announced  that 
the  school's  new  head  would  be  Dr.  D. 
R.  Bragg,  an  old  student  of  the  school 
and  currently  deputy  head  of  Sunder- 
land School  of  Pharmacy. 
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A  NEW  DEPOT  IN  MANCHESTER 

Experience  turned  to  account  to  give  speedier  service 

BUILT  for  Jaynox,  Ltd.,  a  new  distri- 
bution depot  at  Albion  Street,  Swinton, 
Manchester,  has  been  opened  and  is 
now  fully  operational.  The  single-story 
building  occupies  part  of  the  new 
industrial  site  at  Swinton  and  has  been 
fitted  with  elaborate  security  arrange- 
ments in  accordance  with  modern  re- 
quirements. A  conveyor  system,  linked 
to  steel  storage  bays  of  strategically 
placed  stock,  considerably  eases  the 
problems  of  rapid  assembly,  ensuring 
that  orders  are  completed  with  the 
utmost  accuracy  and  speed. 

In  the  near  future  each  order  sent 
out  to  chemists  will  be  accom- 
panied by  its  own  invoice.  Efficient 
receipt  of  orders  has  been  given  special 
thought.  The  telephone  system  incor- 
porates the  latest  "key-and-lamp"  units; 
internal  communications  are  by  a  new 
intercommunication  system. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  comprehen- 
sive stocks  are  maintained  at  adequate 
yet  economic  levels  in  all  departments, 
a  carefully  planned  system  of  stock 
control  has  been  applied.  Ample  park- 
ing space  is  provided  for  callers,  and 
interviewing  rooms  are  available  for 
the  use  of  visiting  pharmacists  and 
manufacturers'  representatives. 


An  aisle  in  the  new  depot 


Evidence  of  Growth 

The  original  Jaynox  depot  in  Salford 
was  transferred  over  ten  years  ago 
from  temporary  premises  to  a  new 
building  at  Chapel  Street,  which  had 
been  erected  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  sundries  house  of  Heath  Bros., 
and  to  replace  the  original  destroyed 
during  the  1939-45  war.  At  the  time  of 
the  acquisition  of  Heath  Bros,  by  Jay- 
nox, Ltd.,  the  new  building  was  already 
in  an  advanced  stage  of  construction, 
and  it  was  therefore  impracticable  to 
make    other   than   minor  alterations. 


Even  then,  however,  it  was  felt  that  a 
further  move  would  become  necessary 
within  the  foreseeable  future. 

Experience  in  Birmingham,  where 
the  company  had  been  in  operation 
since  1943,  had  pointed  emphatically 
to  the  suitability  of  single-story  ware- 
houses, and  it  soon  became  an  estab- 
lished policy  to  change  to  modern 
structures  whenever  possible  in  a  con- 
stant effort  to  provide  better  services. 
The  new  depot  at  Albion  Street  is  in 
accordance  with  that  policy. 

An  existing,  sub-depot  at  Sale  con- 
tinues to  provide  a  specialised  pres- 
cription service  designed  to  serve  the 
immediate  locality;   it  also  carries  a 


BABY  PRODUCTS  MARKET 


Independent  chemists 

SHARE  of  the  baby  products  market 
held  by  independent  and  small  mul- 
tiple chemists  has  declined  sharply  dur- 
ing the  past  twelve  months,  according 
to  information  derived  from  the 
national  baby  panel  run  by  Ken 
Buchanan  Marketing  Services,  Ltd., 
Broadway  House,  The  Broadway,  Lon- 
don, S.W.I 9  (see  C.  &  D.,  May  27, 
1967,  p.  500). 

The  panel  consists  of  1,168  mothers 
all  with  babies  aged  under  two  who 
complete  a  weekly  diary  giving  details 
of  purchases  made  for  their  baby.  Com- 
parative 1967  and  1968  figures  for  the 


losing  ground  to  grocers 

months  February  to  April  show  that 
grocers  now  hold  almost  three-quarters 
of  the  strained,  junior  and  instant  foods 
market — once  almost  entirely  the  pro- 
vince of  chemists.  In  many  sectors  of 
the  market  a  fall  in  total  unit  sales 
was  largely  at  the  expense  of  the 
smaller  chemist.  Boots,  Ltd.,  now  sell 
more  baby  talcum  powder  than  all 
other  chemists  together,  and  in  the 
expanding  market  for  plastic  pants 
their  sales,  76  per  cent,  up,  almost 
equal  those  by  other  chemists.  Other 
figures  of  baby  products  are  given  in 
the  table. 


Product 


Market 
1967-8 


"Independent" 
Chemists 


Boots,  Ltd 


Grocers 


Foods  (strained,  junior, 

instant)  -t-8 

Disposable  nappies  —35 

Toilet  soap  —15 

Talcum  powder  —7 

Lotions,  creams,  oils  —5 

Shampoos  —28 

Cotton  wool  +2 

Plastic  pants  +5 


1967 

1968 

1967 

1968 

1967 

1968 

19 

17 

8 

8 

72 

74 

44 

32 

13 

14 

34 

49 

23 

20 

20 

19 

52 

54 

34 

27 

23 

28 

34 

36 

45 

39 

28 

31 

21 

20 

38 

32 

22 

21 

36 

40 

43 

35 

25 

28 

27 

32 

28 

24 

14 

23 

27 

31 

wide  range  of  photographic  materials 
and  equipment. 

Managing  pharmacist  at  Swinton  is 
Mr.  R.  Reed,  M.P.S.,  who  is  assisted 
by  Mr.  B.  Schofield  and  an  experienced 
staff.  The  Sale  sub-depot  is  in  the  care 
of  Mr.  J.  Stott  with  Mr.  P.  Winter- 
bottom  in  charge  of  the  photographic 
department. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  NOTES 

Lens  Cleaner.  —  In  the  Optrex 
series  of  products  is  now  a  silicone- 
impregnated  cloth  for  cleaning  camera 
and  other  optical  lenses  except  soft- 
coated  lenses.  Orders  should  be  placed 
with  Keldon,  Ltd.,  Wadsworth  Road, 
Perivale,  Middlesex. 

Coated  Filters  and  Projector  Stand. 
— Photo-Science,  Ltd.,  Charfleets  Road, 
Canvey  Island,  Essex,  offer  coated 
filters  fitted  in  an  extra  slim  mount  in 
a  range  of  screw-in  fittings  from  35-5 
to  58  mm.-thread  diameters  and  in 
bayonet  1,  2  and  3  mounts.  The  mounts 
are  claimed  competitively  priced.  The 
glass  is  coated  on  both  surfaces  and 
the  mounts  made  slim,  but  still  able  to 
accept  a  lens  hood  (screwed  into  the 
rim).  Not  being  spun  in  the  glass  it  is 
held  in  by  a  retaining  ring  (could  be 
interchangeable).  Also  available  is  a 
low-priced  two-platform  projector  stand 
of  all  metal  construction  finished  in 
grey  and  weighing  16  lb.  The  top  plat- 
form measures  17j  x  12^  in.,  the  bot- 
tom 16  x  9  in.  Height  erect  is  3  ft.  5  in. 
and  folded  3  ft.  11  in. 

Low-cost  Bellows  Unit. — J.  J.  Silber, 
Ltd.,  11  Northburgh  Street,  London, 
E.C.I,  have   introduced  a  low-priced 


bellows  unit,  which  minimises  costs 
and  weight,  utilises  a  certain  amount 
of  high-impact  plastic  and  light  alloy. 
Coarse  adjustment  is  effected  by 
slackening  the  locking  screw  and  slid- 
ing the  front  plate  along  the  profile 
centre  rod  and  a  fine  micro  adjustment 
has  been  incorporated.  A  scale  of  50- 
120  mm.  is  engraved,  and  a  tripod  bush 
built  in.  At  present  available  only  in 
Pentax/Praktica  thread  or  Exacta 
bayonet,  it  is  expected  to  be  made  in 
other  fittings  later. 

N.H.S.  STATISTICS 

In  Inner  London  during  1967 
19,874,460  prescriptions  (12,571,209 
forms)  were  dispensed.  Total  costs 
were  £9,843,123,  averaging  11886d. 
per  prescription.  Ingredients  cost 
£7,470,822,  dispensing  fees  £2,212,553 
and  container  allowance  £157,673. 
Oxygen  delivery  allowances  totalled 
£2,073. 
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TRADE  REPORT 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  Various 
charges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  stock. 

London,  July  3:   Lack  of  buying  Crude  Drugs 

Spanish  napellus,  4s.  3d.  lb. 


interest  in  Crude  Drugs  made  it  often 
difficult  to  establish  market  prices  dur- 
ing the  week.  New-crop  offers  for  a 
number  of  commodities  are  now  com- 
ing forward  and  in  the  main  they  are 
around  the  last  established  price  for 
the  1967  material.  There  has,  how- 
ever, been  some  easing  in  Canada 
balsam,  shippers  of  new  material 
quoting  34s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  against 
35s.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting 
feature  was  the  fall  in  Chinese  Men- 
thol for  shipment  —  down  from 
38s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  to  32s.  9d.;  spot  eased 
by  Is.  6d.,  reflecting  in  part  the  easier 
position  as  well  as  the  freedom  from 
import  duty  effective  July  1.  Some  of 
the  Senna  leaves  and  pods  were  also 
down  in  anticipation  of  new  crop 
material.  White  Squill  remained  short 
on  the  spot  and  unchanged  in  price 
but  forward  offers  fell  another  5s.  per 
cwt.  On  the  other  hand  Gum  acacia 
was  dearer. 

Among  Essential  Oils  spot  supplies 
of  Madagascar  Clove  leaf  were 
cleared  and  shipment  rose  Is.  6d.  per 
lb.  to  12s.;  Zanzibar  stem  and  bud 
oils  were  still  not  being  offered  from 
origin.  West  Indian  Bay  appeared 
to  be  firmer  in  some  quarters  while 
Chinese  Spearmint  was  down  one  shil- 
ling per  kilo  on  the  spot. 

Among  a  number  of  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Chemicals  temporarily  exempted 
from  import  duty  by  an  Order  (S.I. 
978)  effective  July  4,  Cinchonine  will 
be  exempt  until  September  5  and 
Erythromycin  lactobionate  until 
January  1,  1969.  A  number  of  others 
including  Quinoline  continue  to  be 
exempt  until  that  date. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Ammonium  acetate. — Kegs  (50-kilos), 
b.p.c.  1949,  7s.  3d.  per  kilo,  solution 
(200-kilo  drums)  strong,  2s.  2id.  per  kilo* 

Ammonium  bicarbonate. — b.p.  powder 
£54  10s.  per  ton;  carbonate,  £83  10s.  for 
lump  and  £87  10s.  for  powder. 

Ammonium  chloride. — 50-kilo  lots  pure 
powder,  2s.  5fd.  per  kilo  in  paper  sacks. 

Dienoestrol. — b.p.  is  Is.  3d.  per  gm.  for 
5-kilo  lots. 

Ephedrine. — hydrochloride,  4s.  9d.  per 
oz.  for  1,000-oz.  lots,  methyl  derivative, 
425s.  kilo. 

Magnesium  carbonate. — 1-ton  lots: 
light,  145s.  cwt.;  heavy,  135s.  to  165s.  per 
cwt. 

Magnesium  hydroxide. — b.p.c,  1-ton 
lots,  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  oxide,  b.p. — light,  1-cwt. 
lots,  4s.  2d.  per  lb.,  1-ton,  3s.  lid.;  heavy 
(1-ton),  6s.  5d.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  peroxide. — b.p.c.  (15  per 
cent.),  3s.  lid.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.  lots. 

Magnesium  phosphate. — tribasic,  b.p.c, 
1949,  10s.  4d.  per  kilo,  in  sacks;  dihydro- 
gen,  9s.  kilo  for  50-kilo  lots. 

Magnesium  sulphate. — b.p.  crystals  in 
minimum  1-ton  lots  £27  10s.  per  ton,  exsic- 
cated, £66  10s.  per  ton,  ex  works. 

Magnesium  trisilicate. — 1-  ton  lots 
3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Sulphur. — (Approximate  prices  per  ton), 
sublimed  flowers,  b.p.,  £75;  technical, 
£70;  ground,  £32  to  £38;  precipitated, 
b.p.,  £150;  roll,  £36  to  £46.  All  ex  store. 


Aconite 
(4s.,  c.i.f.). 

Agar.— Kobe  No.  1,  19s.  6d.  lb.,  c.i.f.; 
European,  22s.  6d.,  duty  paid. 

Balsams. — (per  lb.).  Canada:  34s.  6d.> 
c.i.f.,  35s.  spot;  Copaiba:  b.p.c,  10s.  9d.; 
c.i.f.;  10s.  6d.,  spot;  Peru:  12s.  9d.  to 
13s.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  13s.  3d.  spot;  Tolu:  b.p., 
13s. -14s.;  genuine  as  imported,  41s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Belladonna. — leaves,  3s.  lid.  lb.,  c.i.f. 
4s.  3d.  spot;  herb,  2s.  4d.,  c.i.f.;  2s.  6d. 
spot;  root,  is.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  Is.  lOd.  spot. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  block  b.p.c,  spot  £27 
per  cwt. 

Buchu. — leaves.  Spot,  19s.  6d.  lb.; 
shipment  offers  about  18s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Calumba. — Spot  quoted,  130s.  cwt. 

Cardamoms. — Alleppy  greens,  17s.  9d.  lb., 
15s.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  prime  seed,  25s.,  c.i.f. 

Cascara.— Spot,  300s.  cwt.,  290s.,  c.i.f. 

Cassia. — Lignea,  whole,  500s.  cwt.,  duty 
paid,  nominal;  420s.,  c.i.f. 

Cherry  bark. — Thin  natural,  2s.  5d.  lb., 
spot;  2s.  3d.,  c.i.f. 

Chillifs. — Zanzibar  350s.  cwt.  spot. 

Cloves. — Zanzibar  standard  quality,  4s., 
spot.  Madagascar,  3s.  4d.,  c.i.f. 

Cochineal. — (Per  lb.).  Canary  Isles  silver- 
grey,  spot,  27s.  (26s.,  c.i.f.);  black  brilliant, 
28s.  6d.  (28s.,  c.i.f.),  Peruvian  silver  grey, 
21s.  6d.  (21s.  c.i.f.). 

Cocillana. — Bark,  3s.  lb.,  c.i.f.  (spot, 
3s.  3d.). 

Colocynth  pulp. — Spot,  4s.  3d. -4s.  6d. 
lb.;  shipment,  4s.  8d.,  c.i.f. 

Cubeb. — Spot  quoted  at  285s.  cwt. 

Dandelion. — Root,  350s.  cwt.  spot; 
340s.,  c.i.f. 

Ergot. — Portuguese — Spanish,  8s.  3d.  lb.; 
7s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Gentian.— Spot,  235s.  cwt.;  230s.  c.i.f., 
both  nominal. 

Gum  acacia. — Kordofan  cleaned  sorts, 
240s.  cwt.  spot;  235s.,  c.i.f. 

Hydrastis. — 37s.  lb.  (36s.  6d.,  c.i.f.). 

Hyoscyamus. — Niger,  2s.  3d.  lb.  (2s.  Id., 
c.i.f.). 

Jalap. — High-testing  (15  percent.),  6s.  9d. 
lb.,  c.i.f;  Brazilian,  2s.  (2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.). 

Karaya. — No.  2  f.a.q.  gum,  275s.  cwt., 
spot;  235s.,  c.i.f. 

Lemon  peel. — Spot,  2s.  9d.  lb.,  2s.  6d., 
c.i.f. 

Liquorice. — root,  Russian,  82s.  6d.  cwt.; 
block  juice,  Anatolian,  250s.  per  cwt. 

Lobelia. — (lb.)  Dutch,  new  crop,  4s.  3d.» 
c.i.f.,  4s.  4d.,  spot.  American,  lis.  6d.,  c.i.f. 
and  spot. 

Menthol. — (Per  lb.).  Chinese,  38s.  6d. 
spot,  32s.  9d.  c.i.f.  August-September. 
Brazilian,  29s.  spot,  28s.,  c.i.f. 

Nutmegs. — (Per  lb.).  West  Indian  (c.i.f.) 
80's,  5s.  4d.;  sound  unsorted,  3s.  7d.; 
defectives,  2s.  lOd.  East  Indian  80's,  4s.  lid., 
110's,  4s.  2d.,  c.i.f. 

Nux  vomica. — Shipment,  110s.  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Pepper. — Sarawak  white,  2s.  9ld.,  spot; 
2s.  8Ad.  c.i.f.;  black,  2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian 
black,  grade  1,  for  shipment,  2s.  9Ad.,  duty 
paid. 

Quillaia. — 225s.  cwt.,  spot;  nominal. 

Rhubarb. — Various  grades  offered  at  from 
9s.  to  25s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Sarsaparilla. — Jamaican,  nominal,  c.i.f. 
(3s.  4d.,  spot). 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.) — Anise. — China  star 
275s.,  duty  paid.  Celery. — Indian,  nominal 


spot,  255s.;  shipment,  227s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 
Coriander — Moroccan,  85s.,  duty  paid;  new 
crop  for  July-August,  57s.  6d.,  c.i.f.; 
Rumanian,  whole,  105s.;  splits,  100s.,  both 
duty  paid.  Cumin. — Iranian,  165s.,  duty 
paid;  145s.,  c.i.f.  Dill. — Indian,  142s.  6d.; 
112s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Fennel. — Chinese,  147s.  6d., 
duty  paid;  Indian,  185s.;  160s.,  c.i.f. 
Fenugreek. — Moroccan,  spot,  100s.,  duty 
paid;  new  crop  for  July-August,  65s.,  c.i.f. 
Mustard. — English,  65s.  to  105s. 

Senna.- — (Per  lb.)  Tinnevelly  leaves  spot; 
Prime  No.  1,  2s.  3d.;  No.  3,  f.a.q.,  Is.  4£d.; 
shipment,  No.  3,  Is.  2id.,  c.i.f.  pods: 
Tinnevelly  hand-picked,  spot,  3s.;  manu- 
facturing, Is.  lOd.  Alexandria  hand-picked, 
from  4s.  6d.  to  7s.  as  to  grade;  manufacturing 
forward,  2s.  2d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  2s.  4d. 

Squill. — white,  155s.,  cwt.;  new  crop. 
140s.,  c.i.f. 

Styrax.— Spot,  21s.  3d.  lb.  (21s.,  c.i.f.). 
Tragacanth.— No.  1,  £280  cwt.;  No.  2, 
£250  spot. 

Valerian  root. — Indian,  300s.  cwt.; 
spot  and  c.i.f;  Continental,  470s.,  c.i.f., 
475s.,  spot. 

Witch  hazel  leaves. — 4s.  8d.  lb.,  spot; 
4s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Amber. — Rectified,  spot  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Bay. — 45s.  lb.,  spot;  41s.,  c.i.f. 

Bergamot. — Spot,  105s.  to  Ills.  6d.  lb. 

Birch  tar. — Rectified,  15s.  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Castor. — b.p.  £207  ton,  naked,  ex  mill. 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf,  shipment, 
12s.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  cleared.,  English-distilled 
bud,  35s.  (1-cwt.  lots). 

Cubeb. — English  distilled,  100s.  per  lb. 

Cumin. — English  distilled  oil  from  120s. 
per  lb.  Imported  from  110s. 

Fennel. — Spanish  sweet,  13s.  6d.  lb. 

Geranium. — Bourbon,  97s. -100s.  lb. 

Grapefruit. — Florida,  25s.  lb.,  c.i.f.; 
spot  from  20s. 

Juniper  berry. — English  distilled,  270s. 
lb.;  imported,  65s. 

Lavandin. — French,  22s.  6d.  to  25s.  lb. 

Lavender. — French,  50s.  to  60s.  lb. 

Lavender  spike. — Spanish,  22s.  6d.  per  lb- 

Lemon. — Sicilian,  47s.  to  53s.  lb.  as  to 
crop. 

Nutmeg. — East  Indian,  48s.  to  50s.  lb.; 
West  Indian,  80s.;  English  distilled,  110s. 

Olive. — Spot,  £350  per  ton  ex  wharf  £355. 
Spanish,  £280-£290  metric  ton  f.o.b.; 
Tunisian,  £285-£295  c.  and  f.,  London. 

Orange. — Florida  sweet,  4s.  6d.  per  lb.; 
Spanish  from  19s. 

Palmarosa. — 190s.  kilo  (175s.,  c.i.f.). 

Patchouli. — Spot,  27s.  to  30s.  per  lb. 
duty  paid;  shipment,  25s.  to  26s.,  c.i.f. 

Peppermint. — (Per  lb.),  Arvenis:  Chinese, 
lis.,  spot;  10s.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  Brazilian,  10s.  3d., 
spot,  10s.  l|d.,  c.i.f.  American  Piperata,  40s. 
to  47s.  6d.;  Italian,  95s. 

Pettitgrain. — Paraguay  for  shipment, 
18s.  c.i.f.,  spot,  18s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Spearmint. — American,  65s.  lb.  Chinese 
spot,  60s.  per  kilo;  shipment,  58s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  July  2:  Steadiness  has 
returned  to  the  Quinine  market  the 
sulphate  being  firm  at  90  cents  oz. 
Lemongrass  oil  supplies  are  tight  and 
Brazilian  Menthol  rose  5  cents  to 
$4.05  lb. 
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PATENTS 

COMPLETE    SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  journal  (Patents)," 
June  19 

Control   of   internal    parasites   of   swine  and 

sheep.   Shell   Internationale   Research  Maat- 

schappij,  N.V.  1,121,494. 
Self-propelled  homogeneous  liquid  compositions. 

Yardley  &  Co.,  Ltd.  1,121,563. 
Recording  pill  dispenser.  M.  Espinal,  1,121,629. 
Wound  healing  compositions.   L.   L.  Balassa. 

1,121,636. 

Surgical  instrument  for  suturing  hollow  organs. 

Nauchno-Issledova-Telsky  Institut  Experimen- 

tal-Noi      Khirrurgicheskoi      Apparatury  I 

Instrumentov.  1,121,673. 
Steroid  compounds  and  a  process  for  produc- 
ing same.   Novo  Terapeutisk  JLaboratorium, 

A/S.  1,121,705. 
Surgical    devices    for    treatment    of    the  eye. 

International  Research  and  Development  Co., 

Ltd.  1,121,710. 
Ampoule    syringe.    A.    Strazdins    and    S.  C. 

Stylis.  1,121,749. 
Pyridazine  derivatives  and  their  use  as  growth 

regulating  compounds.  C.  F.  Spiess  &  Sohn 

and  Norddeutsche  Affinerie.  1,121,783. 
3-phenyl  salicylanilide  derivatives  and  gastro- 

podicidal     compositions     containing  them. 

Monsanto  Co.  1,121,828. 
Phenylisopropylamine   derivatives   and  process 

for    their   preparations   and  pharmaceutical 

preparations    of    such    derivatives.  Science 

Union   et  cie  Soc.   Francaise  de  Recherche 

Medicale.  1,121,857. 
Non-adherent     medical    dressings.     Smith  & 

Nephew,  Ltd.  1,121,902. 
Germicidal  organo-mercury  compounds.  Cosan 

Chemical   Corporation.  1,121,920. 
Intra-uterine  device.  P.  E.  Lebech  and  S.  L. 

Schroder.  1,121,925. 
Therapeutic      compositions      comprising  di- 

methylsulphoxide.    E.    R.    Squibb    &  Sons, 

Inc.  1,122,005. 
Herbicides.     L.     Givaudan     &     Cie.,  S.A. 

1,122,065. 

Eradicating  weeds.  L.  Givaudan  &  Cie.,  S.A. 
1,122,066. 

Pharmaceutical^  active  extracts  from  plants  of 
the  genus  corydalis.  Dainippon  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Co.,  Ltd.  1,122,161. 
British  patent  specification  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2, 
from  July  31,  1968. 

From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
June  26 

Inhalation  device.  Fisons  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd. 
1,122,284. 

Penicillin  derivatives.  Beecbam  Group,  Ltd. 
1,122,306. 

Pharmaceutical  compositions  comprising  tula- 
montane  derivatives.  Geigy  A.G.,  J.R. 
1,122,410. 

Agent  for  the  determination  of  a-hydroxybuty- 
rate-dehydrogenase  activity.  Arzneimittelwerk 
Dresden  Veb.  1,122,419. 

Sulphonamide  salt.  Farbenfabrik  Wolfen  Veb. 
1,122,459. 

Refining  of  a-6-deoxy-5-oxy 'tetracycline.  Chas. 

Pfizer  &  Co.,  Inc.  1,122,480. 
Dialysis  device  for  purifying  blood  or  other 

liquids.   Gambro,   A.B.  1,122,526. 
Amidine    and    a    pesticidal    preparation  con- 
taining it.  GffiA,  Ltd.  1,122,580. 
Preparation     of     furan    derivative.  Beecbam 

Group,  Ltd.  1,122,658. 
Preservation   of  plant   materials.    Fisons  Pest 

Control,  Ltd.  1,122,662. 
Blood   type  indicator.   Technicon  Instruments 

Corporation.  1,122,674. 
Catheter     assembly.      Abbott  Laboratories, 

1,122,681. 

Surgical  dressing.   L.   D.    Kurtz,   and  R.  H. 

Smith.  1,122,775. 
Extraction  of  somatotropin-containing  fraction 

from  human  placenta.   Prephar  Prospection 

de      Recherches       Pharmaceutiques  S.A. 

1,122,821. 

Steroid  21-phosphates.  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc. 
1,122,863. 


Substituted  benzimid azotes  and  anthelmintic 
compositions  containing  them.  Smith  Kline 
&  French  Laboratories.  1,122,957. 

Saccharide  products  prepared  from  hydroxy- 
propylated  starch.  Penick  &  Ford,  Ltd. 
1,122,965. 

Diuretic  compositions.  Carter- Wallace,  Inc. 
1,122,994. 

Substituted  pyridazones  and  the  use  thereof 
as  herbicides.  Badische  Anilin-  &  Soda-Fabrik, 
A.G.  1,123,016. 
British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2, 
from  August  7. 

TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  June  19,  No.  4686 

MASON  DE  LENCLOS,  B887.864,  by  Charles 
Harold  Dawson,  London,  E.3.  For  per- 
fumes (3) 

K2r  CHEMIRO,  903,242,  by  Chemiro,  A.G, 
St.  Gallen,  Switzerland.  For  stain  removing, 
cleaning,  polishing,  scouring  and  abrasive 
preparations;  soaps  and  saponaceous  pro- 
ducts (3) 

SIZZLING  SPICE,  903,177,  by  Roux  Inter- 
national, Ltd.,  Artane,  Dublin,  5,  Irish 
Republic.  For  preparations  for  tinting  the 
hair  (3) 

GELATEE,  904,590,  by  Gala  of  London,  Ltd., 
Surbiton,  Surrey,  For  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations;  cosmetic  preparations,  prepara- 
tions for  cleaning  the  teeth,  preparations 
for  the  hair  and  toilet  articles;  none  being 
saponaceous;  and  perfumes;  but  not  in- 
cluding soaps  (3) 

IRISH  GIRL,  914,643,  by  Kenneth  Harwood, 
Middleton,  Manchester.  For  soap  powders 
and  detergents  (not  for  use  in  industrial  or 
manufacturing  processes)  (3) 

"40  LOVE",  B9 10,936  by  Parfums  Jean 
Desprez,  Neuilly-on-Seine,  France.  For  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations  and  cosmetics, 
lotions  for  the  hair,  essential  oils,  denti- 
frices, perfumed  soap  and  toilet  articles  (3) 

CUTEX  MANICURIST,  911,572,  by  Chese- 
brough-Ponds,  Ltd.,  Willesden,  London, 
N.W.10.  For  non-medicated  toilet  prepara- 
tions and  cosmetic  preparations,  all  for 
finger  nails  (3) 

GERMOCARE,  916,912,  by  Beecham  Group, 
Ltd.,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  For  detergents 
(not  for  use  in  industrial  or  manufacturing 
processes);  soaps;  cleaning  preparations;  and 
preparations  and  substances  for  laundry  use 
(3) 

DALLANT,  914,897,  by  Dallant,  S.A.,  Barce- 
lona, Spain.  For  essential  oils  (essences)  (3) 

FRAGONARD,  B915.484,  by  Parfumerie 
Fragonard  Georges  Fuchs  et  Cie,  Paris  9, 
France.  For  perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet 
preparations,  cosmetic  preparations,  prepara- 
tions for  the  hair,  dentifrices,  soaps,  essen- 
tial oils,  toilet  water,  and  depilatory 
preparations  (3) 

PIZ  BUIN,  B917.921,  by  Kathleen  Court 
(England),  Ltd.,  London,  S.W.2.  For  suntan 
preparations  (being  cosmetics  for  non- 
medicated  toilet   preparations)  (3) 

ACIFIX,  919,626,  by  Wella  (Great  Britain), 
Ltd.,  Basingstoke,  Hants.  For  soaps,  per- 
fumes, non-medicated  toilet  preparations, 
essential  oils,  cosmetics  preparations  for  the 
hair  and  dentifrices  (3) 

GERMOSAN,  916,913,  by  Beecham  Group, 
Ltd.,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  For  preparations 
and  substances  for  laundry  use,  but  not 
including  soaps  (3) 

FLOWER  GIRL,  918,847,  by  International 
Generics,  Ltd.,  Lancing,  Sussex.  For  per- 
fumes, non-medicated  toilet  preparations, 
cosmetic  preparations,  dentifrices,  depilatory 
preparations,  toilet  articles,  sachets  for  use 
in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos,  soaps  and 
essential  oils  (3) 

LAND-RIN,  906,565,  by  Shell  Internationa], 
Petroleum  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  S.E.I.  For 
veterinary  substances;  insecticides,  larvicides, 
fungicides,  herbicides  and  nesticides;  pre- 
parations for  kitting  weeds  and  destroying 


vermin;  none  being  for  export  to  or  sale 
in  ri:erto  Rico  (5) 

COMPRIMA,  911,699,  by  Verbhandstoffabrik 
Ortmann  Dr.  Seifert  &  Co..  G.m.b.H.  For 
bandages  and  wadding,  surgical  dressings,  sur- 
gical plasters,  compresses,  sanitary  towels, 
sanitary  briefs,  styptics;  and  materials  pre- 
pared for  use  in  dentistry  (5) 

FACE  TO  FACE,  B913.314,  by  Beecham 
Group,  Ltd.,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  For  phar- 
maceutical preparations   and   substances  (5) 

FLORASPRAY,  B914.193,  by  Moss  Bridge 
Mill,  Ltd.,  Rochdale,  Lanes.  For  fluid  disin- 
fectants, for  use  by  spraying  (5) 

JEYES  KONTROL.  916,384,  by  Jeyes  Group, 
Ltd.,  Barking,  Essex.  For  disinfectants;  bac- 
tericidal, germicidal  and  insecticidal  pre- 
parations and  substances,  insecticides,  anti- 
septics (5) 

CHECKMATE,  917,761,  by  Studio  Girl- 
Hollywood,  Ltd.,  Havant,  Hants.  For  deo- 
dorants (5) 

DEPEPTHINE,  919,041.  by  G.  D.  Searle  & 
Co.,  Skokie,  Illinois,  U.S.A.  For  preparations 
for  the  treatment  of  the  gastro-intestinal 
system  (5) 

SOFT  SPOTS,  919,093,  by  Cavenham  Foods, 
Ltd.,  Colnbrook,  Slough,  Bucks.  For  medi- 
cated confectionery  (5) 

FEMETRA,  919,115,  by  London  Rubber  Co., 
Ltd.,  London,  E.C.2.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations  (5) 

AGFACOLOR,  909,841,  by  Agfa-Gevaert, 
A.G,  Leverkusen-Bayerwerk,  Germany.  For 
apparatus  and  instruments  for  use  in  colour 
photography  and  colour  cinematography  and 
parts  and  fittings  therefore  (9) 

SPANSKIN,  918,906,  LYCSKIN,  918,907,  by 
Clutsom-Penn,  International,  Ltd.,  High- 
fields,  Coalville,  Leics.  For  elastic  stockings 
for  medical  or  surgical  purposes  (10) 

"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  June  26,  No.  4687 

COLORCOX,  B9 19.688,  by  Murphy  Chemical 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Wheathampstead,  nr.  St.  Albans, 
Herts.  For  chemical  products  for  use  in 
agriculture  and  horticulture  (1) 

MONOSPOT,  916,874,  by  Ortho  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Corporation,  Raritan,  New  Jersey, 
U.S.A.  For  chemical  products  for  laboratory 
use  ( I ) 

PELLABONUM,  920,006,  by  David  T.  Boyd 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  E.C.3.  For  pelleted 
fertiliser  bonemeal  (1) 

GRIFFIN,  897,304-05,  by  Griffin  &  George, 
Ltd.,  Alperton,  Middlesex.  For  chemical 
products  for  laboratory  or  experimental  use 
and  for  scientific  apparatus  and  instruments, 
all  for  laboratory  or  experimental  use  (9) 

SKIN  MIST,  901,357,  by  Colgate  Palmolive 
Co.,  New  York,  U.S.A.  For  non-liquid 
toilet  soaps;  face  and  hand  creams  and 
cleansing  creams,  none  being  medicated; 
shaving  soap;  and  non-medicated  salves  and 
cosmetics,   all  in  solid  or  cream  form  (3) 

LEMCARE,  912,564,  by  Thos.  Christy  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Aldershot,  Hants.  CHECKMATE, 
917,760,  by  Studio  Girl-Hollywood,  Ltd., 
Havant,  Hants.  For  perfumes,  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  cosmetic  preparations, 
dentifrices,  depilatory  preparations,  toilet 
articles,  sachets  for  use  in  waving  the  hair, 
shampoos,   soaps  and   essential  oils  (3) 

TRAVEX,  904,050,  by  London  Rubber  Co., 
Ltd.,    London,    W.C.2.    For   soap  (3) 

HY-MILCH,  B904.725,  by  Dr.  Babor  &  Co., 
K.G,  Bad  Aachen,  51  Germany.  For  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations  and  cosmetic 
preparations,  all  having  a  milk-like  con- 
sistency (3) 

MATCH  MAKER  BY  BRISTOWS,  NATURAL 
MATCH  BY  BRISTOWS.  MIX  N' 
MATCH  BY  BRISTOWS,  905,139-41,  by 
T.  F.  Bristow  &  Co.,  Brentford,  Middlesex. 
For  powders  and  creams,  all  being  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations  for  babies; 
soaps,  brilliantine,  hair  lotions,  hair  colour- 
ants, toilet  shampoos,  shaving  cream,  bath 
salts  (not  medicated)  for  toilet  purposes, 
non-medicated  toilet  preparations  for  the 
hands,  and  perfumes  (3) 

ARROK,  911,561,  by  R.J.G.  Perfumers,  Ltd., 
London,  E.l.  For  perfumes,  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  essential  oils,  cosmetics 
and  hair  lotions  (3) 
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COLGATE  ULTRA  BRITE  (Device),  905,520, 
by  Colgate-Palmolive  Co.,  New  York, 
U.S.A.  For  dental  cleaning  preparations  (3) 

WORTHY,  B9 12,758,  by  Worth  Parfums, 
Paris,  8,  France.  For  bath  oil,  face  powder, 
lotions,  talcum  powder,  dusting  powder,  all 
being  non-medicated  toilet  preparations;  and 
perfumes,  eau  de  Cologne,  perfumed  soap 
and  toilet  waters  (3) 

ANDRELON  SHOWER  FRESH,  909,180,  by 
Fabriek  van  Cosmetische  Produkten  Andrelon 
Cosmet,  N.V.,  Bodegraven,  Holland.  For 
preparations,  essential  oils,  cosmetics  and 
dentifrices  (3 ) 

AMINKO,  914.256,  by  Frances-May  Carnegie, 
S.A.  Puidoux,  Switzerland.  For  cosmetic 
preparations  (3) 

PROTEINEX,  B9 16,3 19,  by  Procter  &  Gamble, 
Ltd.,  Gosforth,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  For 
stain  removing  preparations;  detergents  (not 
for  use  in  industrial  or  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses); preparations  and  substances  for 
laundry  use;  but  not  including  soaps;  all  the 
aforesaid  goods  being  for  use  in  removing 
proteinaceous  stains  (3) 

SIMPLA  SUPA,  B9 18,466,  by  F.  W.  Hamp- 
shire &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Derby.  For  perfumes, 
toilet  preparations  (not  medicated),  cosmetic 
preparations,  dentifrices,  depilatory  prepara- 
tions, preparations  for  dressing  and  setting 
the  hair,  soaps  and  essential  oils  (3) 

BIWA,  919,549,  by  Tecla,  Paris  1,  France. 
For  perfumes,  eau  de  Cologne,  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  cosmetics,  essential  oils, 
preparations  for  the  hair,  dentifrices,  toilet 
soaps  and  toilet  articles  (3) 

CHASERS,  908,793,  by  Wassen-Europ,  Ltd., 
London,  W.l.  For  medicated  confectionery; 
and  preparations  and  substances  for  remov- 
ing odours  from  the  mouth  and  breath  (5) 

SURGICIDE,  914,376,  by  Kathleen  Slater, 
Wirral,  Chesh.  For  antiseptics,  dermatologi- 
cal  preparations,    medicated   washes  (5) 

MENDOCIL,  911,641,  by  Organon  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.,  Morden,  Surrey,  PARPRIN, 
921,373,  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  At  the 
River,  Detroit,  32,  Michigan,  U.S.A.,  and 
Hounslow,  Middlesex.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations  and  substances  for  human  and 
veterinary  use  (5) 

STIMOROL  (device),  911,693,  by  Dansk 
Tyggegunmi  Fabrik,  A.S.,  Vejle,  Denmark. 
For  medicated  confectionery  and  medicated 
chewing  gum  (5) 

DEFLAMEN,  914,074,  by  Societa  Farmaceutici 
Italia,  Milan,  Italy.  For  chemical  products 
for  hygiene;  pharmaceutical  and  veterinary 
preparations  (5) 

SAFA  (device),  B903.415,  by  Safety  and  Fist 
Aid  Services  (Safe-Aid),  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  15. 
For  cleansing  pads  and  swabs,  all  being 
medicated;  material  prepared  for  bandaging; 
medical  and  surgical  plasters  and  dressings; 
compresses,  medicated  cellulose  wool,  lint 
for  medical  purposes,  gauze  for  dressings; 
sanitary  towels,  sanitary  pads,  sanitary 
tampons,  sanitary  clothing,  cellulose 
wadding,  first-aid  boxes,  surgical  ligatures 
and  medicated  pads  for  the  eyes  (5) 

SUTABS,  912,001,  by  Superior  Drug  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Helier,  Jersey,  C.I.  For  pharmaceutical 
preparations    in    tablet    form  (5) 

AZETA  (device),  914,036,  by  Carlosta,  Ltd., 
Bexley,    Kent.   For  dietetic  preparations  (5) 

BRONCHICUM,  B914.686,  by  A.  Nattermann 
&  Cie,  G.m.b.H.,  Koln-Braunsfield,  1, 
Germany.  For  medicaments  and  pharmaceuti- 
cal substances,  all  for  the  treatment  of  the 
bronchi  (5) 

DEPURATIVUM,  B9 14,687,  by  A.  Nattermann 
&  Cie,  Koln-Braunsfield,  1,  Germany.  For 
medicaments  and  pharmaceutical  substances 
(5) 

HANDYPOR,  B915.825,  by  Beiersdorf,  A.G., 
Hamburg,  20,  Germany.  For  medical  and 
surgical  plasters,  wound  dressings  and 
materials    prepared    for    bandaging  (5) 

DIROL,  915,935,  by  Dansk  Tyggegunmi 
Fabrik,  A.S.,  Vejle,  Denmark.  For  medicinal 
chewing  gum  (5) 

GLAUCOSTAT,  916,995,  by  Laboratoires 
Chibret,  Clermont-Ferrand  (Puy-de-Dome), 
France.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations  for 
the  treatment  of  glaucoma  (5) 


CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subjects  of  contributions   in   current  medical 
and  technical  publications 

Transferrin.  Function  of.  Nature,  June  29, 
p.  1211. 

Antiserum  to  lymphocytes  :  interactions  with 
chemical  immunosuppressants.  Science,  June 
7,  p.  1127. 

Dieldrin  resistance  in  Lucilia  sericata  (Meig) 
from  co.  Dublin,  Eire.  Vet.  Rec,  June  29, 
p.  755. 

Experimental  vaccination  of  calves  with  a 

bovine  para-influenza  3   virus  vaccine.  Vet. 

Rec,  June  29,  p.  764. 
Sodium    fluoride.    Effects    of,    on    bone.  J. 

Amer.   med.   Assoc.,   June   10,   p.  969. 
Aprotinin  therapy  for  pancreatitis.  /.  Amer. 

med.  Assoc.,  June  10,  p.  945. 
Paraben  allergy.  J.  Amer.  med.  Assoc.,  June 

3,  p.  859. 

Chloroquine  seizures.  /.  Amer.  med.  Assoc., 

June  3,  p.  867. 
Microporous  tape.  Closure  of  surgical  wounds 

of  the  lower  abdomen  by.  Lancet,  June  29, 

p.  1387. 

Transferable  drug  resistance  and  other  trans- 
ferable agents  in  strains  of  Escherichia  coli 
from  two  human  populations.  Lancet,  June 
29,  p.  1389. 

Prophylactic  lithium.  Lancet,  June  29,  p. 
1419. 

Acute  barbiturate  poisoning.  Value  of  forced 

diuresis  in.  Brit.  med.  J.,  June  29,  p.  790. 
Chlorthalidone  and  ethacrynic  acid.  Carbo- 
hydrate  metabolism   during  treatment.  Brit. 

med.  J.,  June  29,  p.  798. 
Lysergide    and    chromosome  abnormalities. 

Brit.  med.  J.,  June  29,  p.  801. 
N-Benzyl-N'-p-toluene   sulphonylureas.  Oral 

hypoglycaemic  activity  of.  Indian  J.  Pharm., 

April,  p.  91. 
Poisons   that  hit   and  run.   New  Scientist, 

June  20,  p.  619. 
Chromatography    as   a   production  method. 

New  Scientist,  June  20,  p.  640. 
Clinical  evaluation  of  drugs  in  man  and 

animals.  Prac.  roy.  Soc.  Med.,  June,  p.  569. 
Prescribing  habits  in  general  practice.  Prac. 

roy.  Soc,   Med.,  June,   p.  613. 

NOTES  ON  NEW 
MEDICAMENTS 

Ambilhar  Chemistry  l-(5-nitrothiazol-2-yl>- 
imidazolidin-2-one  (approved  name  A  niridi- 
zole).).  The  compound  is  characterised  by 
a  marked  activity  against  the  causative 
organisms  of  bilharzia,  an  activity  which 
extends  to  Schistosoma  haematobium,  S. 
mansoni  and  S.  faponicum.  It  is  also  useful 
in  guinea-worm,  and  it  has  been  used  in 
severe  amoebiasis.  The  initial  effect  on  the 
worms  is  to  impair  egg-production,  but 
the  adult  parasites  eventually  die  and  are 
absorbed.  Side  effects  during  treatment  may 
therefore  be  due  to  the  drug  or  its  meta- 
bolites, or  indirectly  to  its  effects  on  the 
parasites.  Death  of  the  parasites  leads  to 
the  release  of  foreign  proteins,  which  may 
function  as  antigens,  resulting  in  an  antigen- 
antibody  reaction.  Such  reactions  can  usually 
be  controlled  by  antihistamines.  The  drug 
itself  is  rapidly  broken  down  in  the  body, 
but  the  metabolites  are  slowly  excreted  and 
may  colour  the  urine  dark  brown.  Other  side 
effects  include  gastro-intestinal  disturbances; 
care  should  be  taken  in  cases  of  liver 
disease.  Epileptiform  convulsions  are  a  rare 
but  serious  side  effect,  and  the  drug  should 
not  be  used  together  with  isoniazid. 

WORLD  TRADE 

A  Belt  of  Phosphate  in  India. — A 

fifty-mile-long  rock  phosphate  belt  has 
been  discovered  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Himalayas  in  the  Mussoorie-Dehra  Dun 
Region  of  India.  The  National  Mine- 
ral Development  Corporation  has  set 
up  a  camp  to  probe  the  deposits. 


NEW  COMPANIES 

P.C.=Private  Company.  R.O.=Registered  Office. 

BECK  &  SHERMAN  (WHITECHAPEL), 
LTD.  (P.O.  —  Capital  £100.  To  carry  on 
the  business  of  wholesale  or  retail  consulting, 
chemists,  etc.  Directors:  Ronald  Newstone, 
Barry  J.  Berman,  and  Frank  Rones,  M.P.S. 
R.O.:    388  Seven  Sisters  Road,   London  N.4. 

D.  S.  BENTON  (ST.  NEOTS),  LTD.  (P.C.). 
— Capital  £1,000.  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists  and  druggists,  etc.  Directors :  Douglas 
S.  Benton  and  Peter  M.  Begbie,  M.P.S.  R.O. : 
32   High    Street,    St.    Neots,  Hunts. 

EUROPHARMA,  LTD.,  (P.C.).  —  Capital 
£1,000.  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufac- 
turers of  pharmaceuticals,  etc.  Directors: 
Mukhtar  A.  Shah  and  Ursula  Shah.  R.O. :  40 
Elms   Road,    London,  S.W.4. 

IVER  DRUG  STORE,  LTD.  (P.O.— Capi- 
tal £100.  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  etc.  Directors:  Hubert  A.  Williams, 
162  High  Street,  Iver,  Bucks  and  Frank  Hunt, 
M.P.S. 

JOHN  CARTER  PERFUMES,  LTD.  (P.C.). 
—  Capital  £100.  Subscribers:  Dorothy  M. 
Graeme  and  Paul  G.  Graeme,  61  Fairview 
Avenue,  Gillingham.  Kent. 

L.  S.  KINGHORN.  P.O.— Registered  in 
Edinburgh.  Capital  £4,000.  To  carry  on  busi- 
ness as  retail  chemists.  Directors:  E.  R.  R. 
Kinghorn  and  Mrs.  E.  Kinghorn,  62  High 
Street.,    Pitsligo,  Aberdeenshire. 

LENTON  GARDENOL  LTD.  (P.C.).  — 
Capital  £5,000.  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  agricultural 
chemicals,  etc.  Directors :  Keith  G.  Hickson 
and  Maureen  L.  Hickson.  R.O. :  255  Queens- 
way.  Bletchley,  Bucks. 

MEDICAL  AEROSOLES,  LTD.  (P.O.— 
Capital  £100.  Subscribers:  S.  H.  Davis,  and 
D.  Ordish.  R.O. :  1  Hyde  Park  Place,  London, 
W.2. 

MILLERS  (LONGTON).  LTD.  (P.C.)  — 
Capital  £15,000.  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists  and  druggists.  Directors:  Dennis 
W.  Dean,  Lilian  M.  Parks,  and  Kathleen  E. 
Dean.  R.O. :  90  Trentham  Road,  Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

SARGOM  SALES  (NORTHERN),  LTD. 
(P.C.).—  Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital  £100. 
To  carry  on  business  as  wholesale  and  retail 
chemists.  Directors :  A.  S.  More  and  R. 
J.  Turnbull.  R.O. :  20  Alva  Street,  Edinburgh. 

SIR  MICHAEL  THOMAS  (CHEMICAL 
BLENDERS),  LTD.  (P.C).  —  Capital  £100. 
Sir  Michael  Thomas,  Belan  Rhosnigor, 
Anglesey,   is  the  first  director. 

COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should 
be  sent  in  time  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later 
than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of 
insertion. 

Wednesday,  July  10 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club,  No.  2 
course  Gullane  golf  club.  Play  for  Rainey- 
Brown  medal. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Golfing  Society, 
Hopwood  golf  club,  Manchester.  Four-ball 
Stableford  competition.  (Invitation  meeting). 

Advance  Information 

Commercial,  Industrial  Cleaning  and 
Maintenance  Exhibition,  Free  Trade  hall, 
Peter  Street,  Manchester,  2.  September  3-6. 
Admission  by  ticket  obtainable  from  John 
Clarke  (Press  Representations),  Ltd.,  11  Bridge 
Street  West,   Manchester,  3. 

The  Retail  Alliance  is  to  hold  a  series 
of  meetings  later  in  the  year  to  acquaint 
retailers  whose  associations  are  members  of  the 
Alliance  (for  example  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union),  with  the  facts  about 
decimalisation.  The  meetings  are  being  held  in 
fifty-six   different  centres. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

National  Council  for  Quality  and  Relia- 
bility, University  of  Birmingham,  August  4-16. 
Residential  course  on  "Education  for  Quality 
and  Reliability."  Fee:  £100.  Details  from 
NCQR,  Vintry  House,  Queen  Street-place, 
London,  E.C4. 


22 


THE    CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


July  6,  1968 


Pre 

scribers' 

Pre 

PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 


STATISTICALLY  significant  increases 
in  chromosome  abnormalities  have 
been  found  in  patients  treated  with 
lysergide,  report  workers  at  Aarhus 
State  Hospital,  Risskov,  Denmark. 
Taken  together  with  side  effects  such 
as  teratogenicity,  psychiatric  effects  and 
effects  on  the  cardiovascular  system  re- 
ported by  other  workers,  the  finding 
indicates  that  lysergide  "is  quite  a 
dangerous  drug."  The  authors  suggest 
that  further  studies  of  the  toxic  effects 
of  drugs  on  chromosomes  are  needed 
and  that  new  drugs  of  any  kind  should 
be  tested  for  such  effects  in  animals 
and  in  vitro  before  general  release 
(B.M.J. ,  June  29,  p.  801). 

Use  of  microporous  tape  (Steristrips) 
to  close  surgical  wounds  of  the  lower 
abdomen  has  been  found  to  have  many 
advantages  over  skin  sutures,  report 
workers  at  Victoria  Infirmary  and 
Royal  Maternity  Hospital,  Glasgow. 
They  describe  the  technique  of  closure 
which  involves  closure  of  the  lower 
abdominal  wall  layers  as  usual  follow- 
ed by  placing  of  the  strips  across  the 
wound,  the  skin  edges  having  been 
brought  into  opposition  by  lateral  trac- 
tion. In  genera],  strips  are  removed 
after  fourteen  days,  removal  being 
simple,  painless  and  accomplished  in  a 
few  seconds.  In  contrast  to  many 
sutured  wounds,  the  incisions  healed 
to  a  thin  line  with  a  good  cosmetic  ap- 
pearance (Lancet,  June  29,  p.  1387). 

Following  the  criticism  of  published 
trials  on  lithium  as  a  prophylactic  in 
recurrent  manic-depressive  psychosis 
(see  C.  &  D.,  May  11,  p.  430),  workers 
at  Risskov,  Denmark,  re-present  details 
of  their  own  study,  said  to  have  been 
the  first  of  its  kind.  They  evaluate  the 
criticisms  and  find  them  either  irrele- 
vant or  invalid.  "The  evidence,  in  fact, 
substantiates  the  effectiveness  of  lithium 
as  a  prophylactic."  In  a  letter,  a  con- 
sultant physician  in  Shropshire  cites 
two  patients  who  have  made  progress 
on  lithium  prophylaxis,  having  received 
1  gm.  of  lithium  carbonate  daily  for 
six  days  a  week  (Lancet,  June  29,  pp. 
1419  and  1427). 


A  NEW  form  of  make-up  instruction 
— "beauty  cards" — is  being  launched  by 
Gala  of  London  (distributors:  Myram 
Picker,  Ltd.,  Hook  Rise,  Kingston  By- 
pass, Surbiton,  Surrey).  Each  free 
playing-card-type  leaflet  will  explain 
new  techniques  and  talk  about  new 
products  and  colours.  First  in  the 
series  are  cards  on  eye  make-up  and 
'The  1968  Face  by  Gala." 

PUBLICATIONS 
Medical  Propaganda 

Bayer  Products  Co.,  Winthrop  House,  Sur- 
biton, Surrey:  "Solpadeine  effervescent  tab- 
lets (6-p.  booklet). 

Dome  Laboratories,  Division  of  Miles  Lab- 
oratories, Ltd.,  Stoke  Court,  Stoke  Poges, 
Bucks:    "Nystaform-HC  cream"   (file  card). 

L.R.  Industries,  Ltd.,  Hall  Lane,  London, 
E.4:    "Feminar   21"    (file  card). 

Sandoz  Products,  Ltd.,  23  Great  Castle 
Street,  London,  W.  1:  "Sandocal  .  .  .  the 
most  acceptable  high-dose  calcium  prepara- 
tion" (37-p.  booklet). 

Booklets  and  leaflets 

Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  (The  Wellcome 
Foundation  Ltd.),  Wellcome  Building.  Eus- 
ton  Road,   London,   N.W.  1 :    "Suscovax  for 


the  prevention  of  salmonellosis  in  pigs" 
(leaflet). 

Calmic  Engineering  Co.,  Ltd.,  Crewe  Hall, 

Crewe,    Ches:     "Calmic    mixer  granulator 

dryer"  (6-p.  leaflet). 
English  Grains,  Ltd.,  Granery  House.  Bur- 

ton-on-Trent,    Staffs :    Yeatex  yeast  extracts 

(8-p.  booklet). 
Gelman  Instrument  Co.,  P.O.  Box  1448,  Ann 

Arbor,   Michigan,   48104,   U.S.A. :  'Current 

Electrophoresis"  (new  bulletin). 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries,  Ltd.,  Thames 

House    North,    Millbank,    London,  S.W.I: 

"Genklene   .    .    .    the   safer   solvent"  (8-p. 

booklet). 

Lentheric,  Ltd.,  17  Old  Bond  Street,  Lon- 
don, W.l:  "Blossom  into  Beauty"  (16-p. 
booklet  on  make-up  technique). 

William  Mason  &  Son,  Ltd.,  25  Wellington 
Street,  Leeds:  "Internordia"  (booklet  in  five 
languages  detailing  Nordia  shopfitting  opera- 
tions in  nine  countries). 

John  Sharpe,  Ltd.,  82  West  Street,  Erith, 
Kent :  Leaflet  describing  range  of  security 
bags,   wallets,   satchels  and  pouches. 

Catalogues  and  Lists 

Dexion,  Ltd.,  Dexion  House,  2  Empire  Way, 
Wembley,  Middlesex:  Mail  order  catalogue 
("Direct  from  Dexion")  of  industrial  stor- 
age equipment. 


TELEVISION  "SHOT"  GIVEN  PERMANENCY:  A  large  colour  transparency  of  a  "still"  from 
a  television  "commercial"  for  Trufood  baby  milk  has  just  been  presented  by  Trufood,  Ltd./ 
London  Road,  Guildford,  Surrey  to  Sheffield's  Health  Education  Centre.  It  is  being  used  in  the 
Centre's  permanent  exhibition  to  draw  attention  to  antenatal  education  and  the  services  avail 
able  to  promote  the  health  of  mothers  and  babies,  and  will  therefore  be  seen  by  large  numbers 
of  people.  The  transparency  was  handed  over  informally  at  the  centre  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Kangcross 
(Trufood's  sales  manager)  to  Mr.  F.  St.  D.  Rowntree  (health  education  officer),  left,  and  Dr. 
M.  E.  Jepson  (senior  medical  officer  in  charge  of  maternal  and  child  welfare  services  in  Sheffield) 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  °iven  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during  tht 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 
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Askit  powders 
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Eucryl  smokers'  tooth  powder 

5/75 

4/60 

7/105 

5/75 

Farley's  rusks 

7/105 

7/105 

12/162 

7/105 

71105 

7/105 

Horlicks   

1/30 

1/30 

2/60 

Immac 

1/30 

3/90 

3/90 

1/30 

2/60 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

1/30 

2/14 

1/40 

3/90 

Milk  of  Magnesia  tablets 

4/28 

Polaroid  cameras 

1/30 

Simply  Super 

5/150 

Supersoft  hair  spray 

5/150 

5/150 

5/150 

5/150 

5/150 

5/150 

5/150 

6/180 

6/180 

5/150 

5/150 

6/180 

6/180 

shampoo  ... 

4/60 

5/75 

4/60 

4/60 

4/60 

4/60 

5/75 

4/60 

4/60 

4/60 

4/60 

4/60 

5/75 

